Secretary Bigby: 

  

Not long ago, it seems, Massachusetts was heralded as a national—and international—example of tobacco use prevention. But the state’s current tobacco control spending earned an F in the American Lung Association’s State of Tobacco Control . How times have changed! It’s an utter embarrassment and a tragic public health story. 

  

Yet the constants are children, public health, and the politics of Big Tobacco that find ways to keep our public officials from doing what is right—protecting the health of the people of Massachusetts . 
  

Now is the time to allocate $5 million more to the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program! 

  

Over the past year, Massachusetts has had several victories against Big Tobacco: 

* Smoking rate has fallen to 16.4% in 2007, the 4th lowest in the nation 

* Illegal sales of tobacco to kids were cut in half from FY 2006 to FY 2007. 

* The youth smoking rate has fallen from 20.5% in 2005 to 17.7% in 2007.  
  

While these are significant strides in the war against Big Tobacco, there is still more work to be done.  In order to keep these rates down - and continue to decrease them - we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5 million, the state's tobacco control program could help more adult smokers quit and prevent kids from ever starting.  
  

On behalf of my own two children and the millions of others in Massachusetts , I urge you to allocate $5 million more to the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program. 

  

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Wright 

Shrewsbury, MA 

cynwright@townisp.com
