To Secretary Bigby,

My name is Terry and my sister who is 58 recently quit smoking after 43 years! One of my friends also quit smoking after 52 years! This is great news because their main reason was the cost of the cigarettes. Please help by funding the Tobacco Program and maybe more family members will also be able to get their loved ones to quit smoking and provide help and resources to these people to help them quit. My mother died about 6 years ago from COPD and she never smoked a day in her life, it was apparent that second hand smoke contributed to her death. My father died at the age of 49 of emphysema because he smoked 3 1/2 packs a day. I was only 20 when he died! This is so important to me so please do what you can to increase the money given to the Tobacco Control Program. Thanks for hearing my thoughts on this subject.

Sincerely,

Terry Gilchrist

14 Cedar Rd.

Shrewsbury, MA 01545

tgilchrist@town.westborough.ma.us

To Secretary Bigby,

The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. To keep those rates down and continue to decrease them we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5 million, the state’s tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation.

I am also a cancer survivor. I was diagnosed with lung cancer, had surgery to remove part of my lung and then a summer of chemotherapy. My life will never be the same, I have breathing problems and I worry about getting cancer again. I was a smoker for over 40 years. We need to continue providing funding for smoking cessation programs.

Sincerely,

Stephen Greenberg

15 Trenton Terrace

Lynn, MA 01902

stephengr@comcast.net

Hello Secretary Bigby,

MA receives over $700 million dollars per year in tobacco settlement payments and tobacco taxes, yet we spent ONLY $12.8 million dollars in tobacco prevention programs in 2008. We rank only 33rd in the country in spending to prevent tobacco use. MA is a leader in many health and technology areas, though we are far from leading the fight against tobacco use.

Let's spend at least $5 million more in 2009 to teach our kids and adults that tobacco use is a bad decision. Tobacco cessation programs have been proven to be very successful in MA.

Let's be a leader in anti-tobacco spending and legislation. Let's stop smoking in MA.

Sincerely,

Artie Jackson

1 Canter Rd

Tyngsboro, MA 01879

arthur.jackson@hanscom.af.mil

To Secretary Bigby,

We're on a roll here with success for the adult population and clearly we need to do more to reach teens and young adults. I'd like to see us take a national role in wiping out smoking entirely. I think $5 million is a minimum commitment for this very important effort.

Sincerely,

Leedia Macomber

9 Indian Cove Road

Marion, MA 02738

macombers@comcast.net

To Secretary Bigby,

We need you to increase the funding to the tobacco control program. Please help our children stay healthy.

Sincerely,

Carol Miller

12 claudette

Milford, MA 01757

carolannmiller79@msn.com

To Secretary Bigby,

Please continue to fund the Tobacco Program so more adults will continue to quit and less kids will start!

Sincerely,

Rick Linn

10 Lunt St

Newburyport, MA 01950

rl@unlimitedpromotions.com

To Secretary Bigby,

While the good news is that the Massachusetts statewide smoking rate has declined to 16%, residents of New Bedford and Fall River still smoke at a rate of 29% and 31% respectively. The tobacco industry deliberately targets communities with low socioeconomic populations who are targeted by ads in their local mom and pop corner stores and bodegas. If the tobacco industry is spending $3.7 million every week in Massachusetts, it only makes sense to increase the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program in order to counter the industry's offensive. Right now, the MTCP is funded at 12.75 million while Massachusetts receives $844 million per year from tobacco revenue. The MTCP is funded at less than two percent of that revenue. An increase of $5.25 million would allow the Tobacco Control program to target services to help adults smokers quit and prevent kids from starting. Tobacco is the leading cause of death in the Commonwealth. One family every hour loses a loved one to smoking-related disease. For those families and for the families of future smokers who will die as a result of using this deadly product, please consider increasing the MTCP budget with an additional $5.25 million!!!

Sincerely,

Judith Coykendall

53 Stoney Run Lane

Marion, MA 02738

jcoykendall@sevenhills.org

To Secretary Bigby,

Putting more funding towards tobacco prevention programs could be the best 5 million the state has spent all year.

Please do everything you can. You have my full support.

Sincerely,

Sidney Simon

45 OLD MOUNTAIN RD

HADLEY, MA 01035

compdr1@juno.com

To Secretary Bigby,

My mother died of emphysema as a result of smoking. Another death from smoking is needless.

Sincerely,

Cameron Bishop

517 West St.

Reading, MA 01867

camero7@verizon.net

To Secretary Bigby,

Hi, Due to the real estate glut, there are smoking students who rent on Kendal, Prince and surrounding streets. I feel like we lost the war on tobacco smokers in Brookline. I have written into the condo document that where I live on Prince Street is a smoke-free no smoking building. The downstairs condo owner still has her roommate and guests smoke in her condo. I have no way to prove it and am not a spy but there isn't anything I can do but suffer with Asthma and COPD. The smoking is worse now in Brookline. I have never seen it like this and have lived here 40 years.

Sincerely,

Shelly Taylor

52 Prince Street

Brookline, MA 02445

shellydancergal@gmail.com

To Secretary Bigby,

I truly beg you implore that you spend big on preventing children from starting to smoke. I am a 70 year old woman with COPD. 

Started before we were talking about tobacco and illness, but I can tell you that starting to smoke was the dumbest thing ever done by me (and I could share a lot of dumb). Never starting is the highest and best use of that tobacco money. If you check the stats, you'll find that you are saving millions in health care later on. Again, please spend big on keeping our kiddos from starting their suicide trek. Thanx....Regards....Vera

Sincerely,

Vera Pera

29 Merriam Parkway, Apt 506

Fitchburg, MA 01420

vpera@verizon.net

To Secretary Bigby,

The sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and '07 has been a most beneficial return on the increased investment by Beacon Hill. To maintain further decreases in adult smoking rates, it is important that we continue investing more in this tobacco control project.

In addition, the addition of another $5 million would go further to this end. By financing efforts toward the prevention of smoking by our youth, it might eventually begin decreasing the future need for ending adult smoking addictions.

Sincerely,

Edward McMorrow

39 Pratt Avenue

Beverly, MA 01915

Pemkb@verizon.net

To Secretary Bigby,

Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death and illness in 

Massachusetts and in the Nation. The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. Too many of my family members and friends have died from tobacco related illnesses and I want to keep those rates down. To do this we need an increase in tobacco control funding at the state and local levels. With an additional $5 million, the state's tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation.

Sincerely,

Chris Morin

19 Maitland Ave.

Lowell, MA 01851

cmorin@lowellma.gov

To Secretary Bigby,

The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. To keep those rates down – and continue to decrease them – we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5 million, the state’s tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation.

Sincerely,

Kate Golden-Chen

98 Ships Watch

Falmouth, MA 02540

katiebgc@aol.com

To Secretary Bigby,

I have been the chair of the Lynn Health Task Force, a grassroots advocacy group, for almost 25 years. We have been working on tobacco prevention and cessation for many years now. We worked on the campaign of Health Now! and worked with the North Shore Tobacco Coalition. I know that more people die in this country from smoking related diseases than anything else; cancer, high blood pressure; stroke and heart disease.

The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. To keep those rates down – and continue to decrease them – we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5 million, the state’s tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation.

On a personal level, my husband was diagnosed with Lung Cancer 3 years ago. He had been smoking for 45 years. He has been one of the lucky ones; having part of his lung removed and having chemotherapy. He is alive and well, but will never be the same again. He has bronchial asthma and COPD. Others should not have to go through his frightening and still worrisome experience.

We need to continue to fund programs for smoking prevention.

Sincerely,

Leslie Greenberg

15 Trenton Terrace

Lynn, MA 01902

lesligr@comcast.net

To Secretary Bigby,

Please do all in your power to decrease smoking especially young adults. Our children's young lives are in you hands.
Sincerely,

Marsha Wagner

2 PINE ST

Gt. Barrington, MA 01230

mush33@gmail.com

To Secretary Bigby,

Massachusetts has seen many great strides in tobacco control including decreased smoking rates and decreased exposure to secondhand smoke. In order to continue to protect all of our residents, I encourage you to support an additional $5 million to the state's tobacco control program. This will help prevent youth from smoking and encourage many more adults to quit. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Doris Cullen

120 Oak St

Foxboro, MA 02035

cullendj@comcast.net

To Secretary Bigby,

Let's help make smoking a thing of the past.

The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding.

To keep those rates down – and continue to decrease them – we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program.

With an additional $5 million, the state’s tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation.

Sincerely,

David Beyna

12 Larson Farm Drive

Norton, MA 02766

dsbeyna@juno.com

To Secretary Bigby,

I was pleasantly surprised to read that The Department of Public 

Health has announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. We need to do more to prevent our children from starting this deadly addiction. With an additional $5 million, the state's tobacco control program could target the children that I work with in my capacity as a middle school teacher. This is critical. 

Please support the increase in funding.

Sincerely,

Terri Baker

256 Pembroke Street

Kingston, MA 02364

tbaker@slrsd.org

To Secretary Bigby,

Please increase funding to the state's tobacco control program - smoking rates for adults are down as a result of increased funding! An additional $5 million dollars would help continue this trend as well as contribute to youth smoking prevention.

Sincerely,

Lina Russo

22 Gay Street

Quincy, MA 02169

LRusso3972@aol.com

To Secretary Bigby,

According to DPH there is a drop in adult smoking rates, a good thing, and state funding for tobacco control made that possible. We need to target youth--they are vulnerable--and if we can make certain they don't start smoking by good education the likelihood of them starting later is greatly diminished. Please fund the state's tobacco control program to target youth smoking prevention thereby reducing (future) adult smokers.

Sincerely,

Rheua S. Stakely

225 Washington St.

Marblehead, MA 01945

rheua@hotmail.com

To Secretary Bigby,

The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. To keep those rates down, and continue to decrease them, we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5 million, the state’s tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation.

Sincerely,

MARK SALAMON

18 SHORE DRIVE

HARWICH, MA 02645

marksalamon@aol.com

To Secretary Bigby,

The Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the State increasing funding. The keep those rates down and to continue to decrease them, we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5M, the State's tobacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation. Thanks for considering my views.

Sincerely,

Joan Sadowski

11 Wilton Dr.

Wilmington, MA 01887

jmskats@aol.com
To Secretary Bigby,

To maintain the decline in adult smoking rate, we absolutely must keep funding the tobacco control program in Massachusetts. I realize the state's budget is tight, but this program is HIGHLY cost-effective.

My wife fully agrees with me on this.

Sincerely,

John MacDougall

175 Richdale ave. 209

Cambridge, MA 02140

john_macdougall@uml.edu

To Secretary Bigby,

 I was so grateful to hear that the Department of Public Health announced a sharp decrease in adult smoking rates between 2006 and 2007, a direct result of the state increasing funding. We need to keep these rates down so we need to increase the tabacco control program. I have heard that with a additional $5 million, the state's tabacco control program could target youth smoking prevention and adult cessation. Appreciate your taking the time to read my letter and hope you will try your best to do what you can to help.

Sincerely,

Toni Kubica

29 Joseph dr

Pittsfield, MA 01201

shredderbuddy@hotmail.com

To Secretary Bigby,

Not long ago, it seems, Massachusetts was heralded as a national—and international—example of tobacco use prevention. But the state’s current tobacco control spending earned an F in the American Lung Association’s State of Tobacco Control. How times have changed! It’s an utter embarrassment and a tragic public health story.

Yet the constants are children, public health, and the politics of Big Tobacco that find ways to keep our public officials from doing what is right—protecting the health of the people of Massachusetts. 

Now is the time to allocate $5 million more to the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program!

Over the past year, Massachusetts has had several victories against Big Tobacco:

* Smoking rate has fallen to 16.4% in 2007, the 4th lowest in the nation

* Illegal sales of tobacco to kids were cut in half from FY 2006 to FY 2007.

* The youth smoking rate has fallen from 20.5% in 2005 to 17.7% in 2007.  

While these are significant strides in the war against Big Tobacco, there is still more work to be done.  In order to keep these rates down - and continue to decrease them - we need to increase funding to the tobacco control program. With an additional $5 million, the state's tobacco control program could help more adult smokers quit and prevent kids from ever starting.  

On behalf of my own two children and the millions of others in Massachusetts, I urge you to allocate $5 million more to the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Wright

Shrewsbury, MA

cynwright@townisp.com

