Dear Secretary Bigby

 

I was chair of the coalition for referendum question #1 in 1992 that increased the tobacco excise tax to fund the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program (MTCP). The MTCP, developed by our Massachusetts Department of Public Health, was an internationally acclaimed and highly successful tobacco control effort - "Lets Make Smoking History". 

For 10 years that adequately funded program consisted of anti-tobacco media, community and school programs, restrictions on tobacco purchases by youth, public smoking restrictions, quit lines and publicity that was widely acclaimed  as a model for tobacco control. The Communicable Disease Center (CDC) used the MTCP as the basis for its guidelines for state tobacco control. 

 

With cessation of funding after 2002, our respected public health program fell apart. Now, after several rounds of tobacco excise tax increases, plus millions of dollars from the tobacco industry suit by the state attorney's general, Massachusetts will receive almost $900M  each year, paid for by smokers! This huge fund was intended to improve the health of Massachusetts citizens, and help smokers quit - critically important because tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death - 30% of all cancer deaths are caused by smoking!

 

Surely, now is the time to again fully fund the MTCP  by devoting at least 5% of that enormous revenue windfall to tobacco control - the original purpose promised to our citizens by our legislators and state administration. 

 

Preventing youth tobacco addiction by countering the invasive advertising by the tobacco industry would justify spending this enormous fund created to improve the public health.
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