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August 26, 2008

Dr. JudyAnn Bigby

Secretary

Executive Office of Health and Human Services
One Ashburton Place, Room 1109

Boston, MA 02108
Dear Secretary Bigby, 

In preparing for the fiscal year 2010 budget, we at the American Cancer Society recognize our priorities in the next fiscal year would not be possible without the partnership, open dialogue, and successes of the past legislative session.  Cancer in our state was dealt many blows in FY09 – from increasing the tobacco tax and making Medicaid smoking cessation coverage a permanent benefit, to the nearly half-million newly insured citizens.  Together we are taking the fight directly to the disease in the forms of increasing access to quality affordable health care and bolstering our prevention and detection programs that save thousands of lives every year.  
In this next budget, we ask your office to join us in seeking to build on this new momentum through the following programs and services:
Health Care Reform

The American Cancer Society continues to make access to quality, affordable healthcare a top priority for those with cancer and those at risk.  With the impressive successes of Massachusetts’ health reform law, we are also faced with equally impressive challenges.  We believe the greatest challenge is not one particular policy or other component, but it is staying true to the spirit of the law that was passed – even in difficult and tenuous financial times.  We respectfully request that any proposals for cost savings through capping enrollment, reducing benefits, or other strategies that dilute the adequacy, availability, or affordability of health reform be rejected outright.   

We further request the Administration make the Health Care Reform Outreach Grants a continued priority.  As you know, these funds allow community based organizations to enroll individuals into health insurance plans and help them maintain their coverage through re-determination.  This is a vital piece of the continued success of our Health Reform law.

$18,000,000 for Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program (MTCP)

Level-funded in FY ‘09 after a $4,000,000 increase in FY08.  The program funds the states’ surging Quitline – which received a record 8,000 calls in July (up from an average 300 per month), in addition to local boards of health programs, youth education and outreach, and media campaigns to reduce smoking rates across the state.  With more smokers quitting as a result of the increased Tobacco tax, the MTCP will require resources to meet increased demand.  

$14,700,000 for Disease Prevention & Detection Programs

This money funds several important prevention and detection programs across the disease spectrum including breast cancer prevention, prostate cancer screenings, colorectal cancer prevention and ovarian cancer screening programs.  

$5,500,000 for the Breast/Cervical Cancer Treatment Act 

These funds cover the treatment costs of women diagnosed through the Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program.

$250,000 for Office of Health Equity 

Funding in the FY 09 budget provided for the creation of this new office which, when established will coordinate state efforts to end racial and ethnic health disparities.  Critical in a difficult economy, the Office of Health Equity and its mission requires a long term, unwavering commitment if we are to truly progress in this area.  We hope the Patrick administration will continue to champion this vital area of health reform.
We understand the significant budget challenges of the current and next fiscal years, and our requests reflect the severity of the situation without compromising what ACS believes is a new and rare opportunity for aggressive gain in our shared fight against cancer.  Should we seize this time of decreasing tobacco use and increased access to care by securing the programs and services that matter most to preventing, diagnosing, and treating cancer, we will not only save the state untold amounts in health care expenses, but save thousands and thousands of lives.  
Thank you for your consideration of these priorities, and I would be happy to answer any questions you have at your convenience.

Sincerely, 

[image: image2.png]G




Marc Hymovitz

Director of Government Relations

American Cancer Society

