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My name is Zoila Torres Feldman.  I am the Director of Kit Clark Senior Services, an organization located in Dorchester whose mission is to help older adults in Greater Boston maintain themselves with dignity and independence in the community.  As a new colleague to many who have done so much to serve elders in the past, I find it hard to accept that the intentions of President Roosevelt to create a safety net and the work of President Johnson to wage a war on poverty have left out our parents and grandparents.  It is inconceivable that in America, and worse, in Massachusetts, it is considered unavoidable if not acceptable to have elders who are hungry, who are homeless, and who still face geographic, linguistic and cultural barriers to care.

Today, I want to limit my comments to food and transportation.

The funding pie available to feed elders is too small.  The wedges cannot be cut any thinner.  And the pie is beginning to look more like a mock apple pie made of Ritz crackers.

Escalating costs of food and fuel threaten the stability of the current system and create the potential that this winter, in a land of plenty, we may be asking some elders to take turns at the food table, or look askance when we know they are taking turns because we do not have enough resources to provide for all.

The financial challenges that we collectively face in Massachusetts are real, but the basic need of elders to access food cannot go unattended.  I propose two responses:

First, a short term solution for this winter requires a state budget supplemental allocation that will enable all providers serving the nutritional needs of elders to plan and provide services responsibly and to be ready to respond in advance of a crisis situation.  Too much is at risk not to do so.

Second, the creation of a task force to explore new responses to a long established need.

We need to challenge and collaborate with our federal, state and city decision makers to seek long term solutions.  Kit Clark Senior Services is ready to join those seeking creative solutions to intractable problems so that we can continue to meet our obligations to those most vulnerable in our society, the elders who grew old in poverty or became old and poor.

Transportation. – Everyone knows that the price of fuel has increased and that all other services having a fuel component have been affected.  I respectfully request that all sate contracts for services that include transportation for elders be reviewed for adequacy of reimbursement and that supplemental one time payments be recognized to maintain the stability of services.  We want to be accountable for the quality of the services and the adequacy of the access that we provide, but providers cannot be penalized for their lack of foresight in understanding how expensive it was going to get to provide greatly needed transportation services for elderly and disabled citizens of Massachusetts.  No one knew.
Thank you.
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