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I appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony to the Executive Office of Health and Human Services concerning the Fiscal Year 2010 budget, and thank you for your consideration of these recommendations.

Good afternoon, my name is Cindy Marti, and I’m speaking today on behalf of the Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers (MACHW).  MACHW is the statewide professional organization for community health workers (CHWs).  Our membership has over 1,000 community health workers and supporters from more than 140 cities and towns across the Commonwealth.  Community health worker is an umbrella term and job titles under this umbrella include outreach educator, patient navigator, community coordinator, promotora de salud, and many others.
I’m here today to ask you to please adequately fund community health workers in the state budget by:

· Level-funding the MassHealth Outreach & Enrollment Grants, Line-item 4000-0352

· Level-funding the EOHHS level Office of Health Equity, Line-item 4000-0300

The work of CHWs has been directly improving the health of your communities, and funding these two line items will help ensure that communities continue to benefit from the services CHWs provide.  Since health reform, work for CHWs has intensified.  We all know how CHWs have been instrumental in enrolling community members into health insurance programs, but enrollment is just one piece of our work.  CHWs go into the community to engage people in the process of finding a medical home, enroll them into other health and human services, guide them on how to navigate our complicated health system, educate them about chronic disease management and more.  CHWs are successful because they are rooted in the community and understand the culture, language and experiences of the people they work with.  Thus, CHWs are essential for eliminating health disparities because they can reach communities in ways other health professionals cannot.

As the next step in containing costs of health reform, funding the EOHHS Office of Health Equity will organize our efforts through program planning, collaborations, and research, so that CHWs can have a greater effect on improving the social determinants of health for Massachusetts residents.  Through these organized efforts everyone in the Commonwealth can have an equal opportunity to lead a healthier life.

Please maintain funding for the EOHHS level Office of Health Equity and at least level-funding for the MassHealth Outreach & Enrollment Grants.

Thank you for your consideration,

Cindy Marti
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