BIA-MA

Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Bigby,

Statewide Head Injury Program (SHIP) is funded in line item 4120-6000.  The expansion of services has been unacceptably slow.  We recommend that the above mentioned line item be funded at $25,933,588 in fiscal year 2010, which is an increase of $15 million over fiscal year 2009.

The waiting list for brain injury services is about 3,000 with no relief in sight for persons on that list.  SHIP also needs additional staff that would assess the specific needs of persons on the waiting list.  Here is an excerpt from an e-mail sent to BIA-MA by a family member that gives you an idea of just one heartbreaking family situation:

“My brother suffered a TBI after a fall down a flight of stairs on January 25, 2008 and spent 3 weeks at Boston Medical.  He was then transferred to Spaulding Rehab Hospital where he received therapy until approx June 25th.  He was then accepted into the Center for Comprehensive Services Host Home Program.  He spent 5 weeks at a Host Home in Onset, MA before starting the rehab program affiliated with CCS located in Quincy.  So for 5 weeks he sat in the host home becoming more and more anxious and upset.  This could not be helped because CCS was waiting for insurance (MassHealth) approval for him to start the rehab program.  My brother ended up in Quincy Medical Center after stating that e was going to commit suicide while at his rehab program.  He does not wish to go back to the host home in Onset.  I was informed by his CCS case manager that there is not an appropriate host home for him.  Nor will MassHealth cover his going to a group home.  (My brother is also on Medicare.)  The only suggestion I received was to place my brother in Goddard rehab in Stoughton.  My family and I do not believe that this is the best place for my brother.  He needs rehab for his TBI and he needs to be reintegrated into his community.  Is there any program for my brother?  My brother can walk, talk, feed himself, bathe and groom himself.  He does need supervision for his medications, for outings, for money management, for food preparation, and for appointments.  His short term memory is not very good.  But he is very bright.  My family is considering bringing my brother home – that is to my mother’s home.  It is the place he wants to go, but my mother is a fragile and frail 83-year old woman who has recently had a double pace-maker, a heart ablation, is a fragile diabetic, and has COPD and is on oxygen as needed.  She requires caregivers to come into the home to help with her care so she is not in a position to be the caregiver for my brother.  We hope you have some suggestions and recommendations for us.”
BIA-MA can only recommend the SHIP waiting list at this time.  How sad.

The HITS Trust Fund also needs to get all the collected funds, not just a portion, as is the case now.  While the FY’09 budget will see an increase in the amounts given to the Trust Fund (from $25 to $30 on speeding and 4125 TO $150 on DUI’s), the amount collected and even printed on speeding citations, indicate that the speeding assessments include a $50 head injury surcharge.  It is time for the total amount collected be given to the Trust Fund.

The prevention of injuries, including brain injuries, should be given funding and support for legislation that can reduce preventable injuries.  Primary enforcement seat belt and ATV legislation must get the Governor’s endorsement at a time when Massachusetts’ finances need savings that injury reduction can produce.  In FY’09, Massachusetts could have received $13.6 million from NHTSA for passage of the primary enforcement seat belt bill!

Thank you for your consideration,

Arlen Korab

Executive Director

Inta Hall 

Public Policy Consultant, BIA-MA
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