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DATE: Junel, 2012
RE: Overnight Shelters in places of worship: Extension of provisions allowing

the use of battery operated smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors
(527 CMR 10.13(8))

Please be advised that the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations has filed an emergency
regulation, effective 4-27-12, which extends the ability of overnight shelters in places of
worship to use battery operated smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms until 9-1-12
After said new date the regulation requires such facilities to be equipped with monitored
and interconnected devices as described in the State Building Code. In all other respects
the regulation (527 CMR 10.13(8)) remains unchanged.

Please note that the Board of Building Regulations and Standards has also filed a
companion emergency extension regulation in coordination with the Board of Fire
Prevention Regulations.

If you have any questions please contact the Code Compliance and Enforcement Unit at
978-567-3375 or in Western MA 413-587-3181.
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Mugsachuserys Sare Building Coge. A place of worship which has been issucd a valid
Certificate of Oceupancy for wse as a temporary overnight shelter in accordance wath the

provizions of TEQD CMR: The Massochusens State Builaleg Code, shell not be deemed i
violation of the provigion of 527 CME, as a result of such temporary use, as long as the facility
mezis the following comditions:
(#) The emporary overnight shelter is in possession of a valid Certificate of Ooeupancy for
such temporary use which bas been reviewed and approved by the head of the fire department
in sccordance with 780 CMR
(2} Theapproved temporary ovesnight shelter is used, occupied and operated in accordance
with the ierms and conditions speeified in said Certificae of Cocopancy and sad cenficale
of occupancy 15 posted in a conspicunus Jocation,
ie)  In addivon to the erms and conditions specified in the Cerificate of Oocupancy, the
following fire safery requirements shall be applicable:
L. The building which houses the approved temporary overnight shelter shall have no
known existing or eustanding violations of 527 CME or M.G.L. c. 148,
2. A copy of the fire safziy and evacuation plan, approved in sccordance with the
provisions of 780 CMR 3111.4.2., shall be kepton the premises and posted near the main
entrance. The responsible personis) identified in the application for the Temporarny
Cerificate of Qecupancy shall maintain the condition of the shelter in accordance with
the layout contained in the approved fire safety and evacustion plan,
3. The emplovees, volunteers or attendants of the temporary overnight shelter shall be
traitied and drilled in the duties that they are 1o perform in case of fire, panic or other
emergency in accordance with the provisions of 327 CME. 10,1303 ). During all hours
of ¢vernight activation of an approved temporary overnight shelter, employvese,
volunteers andd attendants shall be awake and alert.
Exception; Emplovees, volunteers and attendants do not need to rersain awake ifthe
bullding 15 equipped throughowt with an interconnectsd smoke detection and
notificalion system.
4. Ko person shall be permitted to smoks within the temporary overnight shelees.
Smoking may be allowed oculside in an ares approved by the Head of the Fire
Drepartmend.
3. A docureent shall be posted, in a locabon approved by the Head of the Fire
Department, containing an accurste number of sheltered occupants on o nightly basis.
Such document shall alsa contain the names of all workers and voluntzers who are
overseeing of assisting in the temporary avernight shelter usage oo anightly basis. In the
event of an evacuation, a copy of the document shall be in the possession of the person
in charge at & designated meeting point.
6. The temporary overnight shelter shall mainiain 2 working landling phone that must
be accessible 1o initiate a call for assistance in the event of an emergency. A cell phone
is mot acceplable for compliance with this requirement.

- 7. Theuse of battery operated smoke alarms and carbon monogide detectors, as outlined
in 527 CME 10138 e) e and b. iz permissible unti] September 1, 2012 Effective
Sepiember 1, 201 2 all temporary overnighi shelters shall be equipped with monitared nnd
interconnectsd smoke and carbon monoxide detection sysiem as deseribed in the State
Building Code.

a. Corbon monoxide alarms shall be installed in sceordance with 527 CMR
IL.041). For purpose of compliance with 327 CMRE 31,04, the dwelling unit of an
approved terporary shelter shall be corsidesed that portion of the building used for
slesping purpases,
b. An approved temporary overnight shelier shall feature working and approved
smoke detectors 1n accordance with the requirsments of 780 CME: The
Maosgachugetis Siate FBuilding Code, if applicable.  If smoke defectors are not
currenly required under 780 CME, the sheltar shall, at a minimum, features approved
working smoke deteciors in accordance with the peovisions of 527 CMR 32 00:
Approved Smoke Detectors. Such smoke detectors shal] be installed in any reom or
area used for sleeping purposcs and in any room of area directly adjacent 1o said
slezping area

{d) The head of the Fire Department shall be notified, in writing, i leasi 48 boass prior 10

the actual activation of an approved tempaorary evernight sheher and shall be notified, in

writing, upon the termination of such acuvation.
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