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ADVISORY 
 
 

TO: Heads of Fire Departments 
 
FROM: Stephen D. Coan 
  State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE: June 1, 2012 
 
RE: Overnight Shelters in places of worship:  Extension of provisions allowing 

the use of battery operated smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors 
(527 CMR 10.13(8))   

             
 
Please be advised that the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations has filed an emergency 
regulation, effective 4-27-12, which extends the ability of overnight shelters in places of 
worship to use battery operated smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms  until 9-1-12   
After said new date the regulation  requires such facilities to be equipped with monitored 
and interconnected devices as described in the State Building Code.  In all other respects 
the regulation (527 CMR 10.13(8)) remains unchanged.   
 
Please note that the Board of Building Regulations and Standards has also filed a 
companion emergency extension regulation in coordination with the Board of Fire 
Prevention Regulations. 
 
If you have any questions please contact the Code Compliance and Enforcement Unit at 
978-567-3375 or in Western MA 413-587-3181. 
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