

CHARLES  D.  BAKER
GOVERNOR
KARYN E. POLITO
LT. GOVERNOR
DANIEL BENNETT
SECRETARY
	The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
	Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
Department of Fire Services
P.O. Box 1025 State Road
Stow, Massachusetts 01775
	(978) 5673100 Fax: (978) 5673121
www.mass.gov/dfs
[image: ]









	STEPHEN D. COAN
	STATE FIRE MARSHAL












All Holders of a Massachusetts Explosives Certificate of Competency

M.G.L. Chapter 148 §20B: Relative to the issuance of 209A Restraining Orders 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 148 §20B requires the State Fire Marshal to suspend/revoke or otherwise not issue any Certificate of Competency to conduct blasting operations while an active 209A restraining order is in place.  This law further requires that a person holding a valid certificate of competency surrender that to the State Fire Marshal during the timeframe the 209A order is in place.  This amendment is parallel to the requirements for firearms licensees when a 209A active restraining order is issued.

Any licensed blaster, who is the subject of an active 209A restraining order, must immediately surrender their certificate to the State Fire Marshal – Division of Fire Safety, either in person or by U.S. Mail.  Once this office has received your Certificate of Competency, a receipt will be issued to you.  If the 209A is terminated, you must contact our office and upon our verification, your Certificate will be returned for the balance of its term.  

If you fail to return your Certificate of Competency, this office will treat the offence as an unlicensed person working in the Commonwealth resulting in serious criminal and/or civil penalties.

If during a renewal process, an active 209A restraining order is discovered during a CORI (Criminal Offender Record Inquiry), the renewal application will be notified.  However, the Division of Fire Safety will then hold your renewal until such time as notified by the Certificate holder that the restraining order has either expired or been vacated.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Code Compliance and Enforcement Unit at (978) 567-3375 or in western Massachusetts at (413) 587-3181.
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