Education Reform

Education reform in Massachusetts in the 1990s is designed to assist schools by setting uniform, statewide standards on what should be taught by certain grade levels and methods of evaluating whether or not those standards have been met. 

In order for fire educators to work with schools effectively, they need to understand what education reform is about, how it impacts teachers and principals, and how to “sell” the fire educator’s ability to work with them reach their goals and objectives. In order to do that in any meaningful way, the fire educator must first speak the language of schools and know what they are being asked to do.

The Department of Education is directed by the Education Reform Act to develop a Common Core of Learning and subject matter curriculum frameworks that establish what students must learn and by what grade level. The department is also required to establish tests to see if the students have learned what they need to at certain milestones. The evaluation instrument is known as the MCAS (Mass. Comprehensive Assessment System) Tests. 

In addition, there are regulations governing how many minutes of instruction in each core subject matter must take place. This time on task, or time and need, makes teachers and principals jealously guard each minute of classroom instruction. 

MGL c 71 s1 requires the teaching of fire safety, burn safety, first aid and CPR as part of the comprehensive health curriculum. This is one area where fire educators can assist the schools in accomplishing their mission without taking time away from teaching core subjects. Health is a core subject. Although the Health Curriculum Framework is undergoing revision, the fundamental guiding principles and health and safety strands in both the existing and draft new frameworks are fairly consistent. Fire and life safety has an important role here. Teaching students about avoiding injuries is teaching students to make informed and responsible decisions about their health and self-management, a goal of the health curriculum. 

In addition, fire and life safety education can assist schools to implement the common core of learning. Some of the objectives of the common core of learning that teaching fire and life safety can assist with are:

· Students are in school ready to study and learn.

· Students recognize the importance of education throughout their lives.

· Educators provide opportunities for students to learn and apply knowledge in everyday situations and assist students in developing good work and study habits to prepare them for the transition to the world of work.

· Communities and the Commonwealth fulfill their joint obligation to support public schools, libraries, and other education resources and services for children at a level and with a commitment to ensure equal education opportunities.

For more information about these documents, go to the Dept. of Education webpage at  http://www.doe.mass.edu. Clicking on Administrator will get you to the common core of learning and the curriculum frameworks.

Law and Policy Supporting Health and Health Education

Health education is one of the subjects that the public schools are required to teach, under Massachusetts General Law (MGL) Chapter 71, Section 1. In part, this statue provides:

“ Instruction in health education shall include, but not limited to: consumer health, ecology, community health, body structure and function, safety, nutrition, fitness and body dynamic, dental health, emotional development, and training in the administration of first aid, including cardiopulmonary resuscitation. In connection with physiology and hygiene, instruction as to the effects of alcoholic drinks and of stimulants, including tobacco, and narcotics on the human system, as to tuberculosis and its prevention, as to detection and prevention of breast and uterine cancer, and as to fire safety, including instruction in the flammable qualities of certain fabrics, and as to the prevention and treatment of burn injuries, shall be given to all pupils in all schools under public control,…”

