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This brief examines the quarterly trends of paroles to the street from the Massachusetts Department of Correction
(MA DOC) from January 2010 to March 2014. Over the 39-month period, divided into 17 quarters, there were
10,504 criminal releases to the street from MA DOC jurisdiction with 2,912 (27.7%) were paroled releases to the
street. Trends included in this brief include an overall parole to the street trend, by the sex of the offender, by type
of offense, and the by offense category.

Graph | displays the overall rate of offenders paroled to the street. The highest rate of paroles to the street over
the trend period occurred in the second quarter of 2010 with a 40.4% parole rate; the lowest rate of parole
occurred during the second quarter of 2011, with 16% of offenders paroled to street. The drop in parolees during
early 2011 reflected a re-structured parole board related to the murder of a Woburn police officer by Dominic
Cinelli in late 2010. This trend in reduced parole rates to the street remained below 25% until the first quarter of
2013 when the trend of releases to street increased to 28.5% and continued to stay above 25%. The most recent
parole to the street rate was 33.3% for the first quarter of 2014.

Graph I: MA DOC Criminal Jurisdiction Rate and Number of Paroles to the Street, 2010 to 2014
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" Releases to the street include inmates released due to expiration of sentence to the street or parole to street.
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In Graph Il the percentages of paroles to street were split up by the sex of the offender. Over the three-plus-year
trend period, female offenders were paroled to street at rates generally lower than their male counterparts (with
some exceptions). The rate of parole for both female and male offenders began to climb during the first quarter of
2012 then had relatively similar rates during the second half of 2013. Male and female parole to the street rates
diverged during the first quarter of 2014, with female parole rates dropping and male parole rates having their
sharpest increase of the trend period. It is important to note that female parole rates tended to be more variable
than their male counterparts, mostly due to overall smaller release cohorts.

Graph II: MA DOC Criminal Jurisdiction Rate and Count of Paroles to Street by Sex, 2010 to 2014
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Graph Il displays the percentages of paroles to street by offense category: violent (Person and Sex crimes) and
non-violent (Property, Drug, and Other crimes). Until the first quarter of 2011, offenders with violent crimes had a
7.4% greater parole to the street rate than non-violent offenders. For the trend period from January 2011 through
March 2014, the opposite trend was seen, with non-violent offenders showing higher parole to street rates than
violent offenders.

Graph Ill: MA DOC Criminal Jurisdiction Rate and Count of Paroles to Street
by Offense Category, 2010 to 2014
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Graph IV displays the percentages of inmates paroled to the street split up by the five governing offense types:
Person, Sex, Property, Drug, and Other. In all five offense types, the rate of offenders paroled to street dropped
during the beginning of 2011 (see Graph | for overall trend). Prior to 2011, person offenders tended to have the
highest rate of paroles to the street (45.4% over 2010), but more recently they had the second highest rate
(34.5%). Sex offenders saw the greatest rate decrease in parole to street rates: they had the lowest overall parole
rate during 2010 (13.5%) then lessened to the point of having no paroles in six of the past thirteen quarters, three
of those during 2011. A steady increase of drug offenders paroled to street began in the fourth quarter of 2012,
and have had the highest rate of parole to the street since first quarter 2012 compared to the other governing
offense types.

Graph IV: MA DOC Criminal Jurisdiction Rate and Count of Paroles to Street
by Offense Type, 2010 to 2014
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Since the parole board restructuring in the beginning of 2011, the rate of MA DOC criminal paroles to the street
appears to have stabilized. While there was gradual growth in rate from the latter part of 2011, the various trends
tended to level off by late 2012. The drug offender parole rate, while having grown more than other offense types,
saw a period of relative stability since the beginning of 2013. The effect of releases to the street on drug
offenders, starting in the fourth quarter of 2012, could be correlated with the August 2012 crime bill, which
reduced mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses and may have increased the numbers of drug
offenders released or paroled to the street in subsequent quarters.

This Research Brief was written by Daniel Feagans, Research Statistician; and Courtney Eaves, Research Analyst. Any
comments or questions can be addressed by e-mail: Research@doc.state.ma.us. Copies of publications from the Research
and Planning Division can be found on www.mass.gov/doc.

Publication No. 15-188-DOC-01, 3 pgs. - July 2014
Authorized by: Gary Lambert, Assistant Secretary for Operational Services

-3-




