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:*?ifii$ﬁﬁﬁgc$i}g.Langth of Inearceration Eefore Release for 1972 Releasees to

' JParole and Discharge

Thia report will desoribe the 1engths of incarceratlon of releasees

:_from the Masaachusetts Correctional Institutions during 1972, Tt is

.'fbroken 1nto two major sections: First,_the average lengths-of incar-

 'oeration ara presented aceording to instltution released from and type .

_{of release. By tvpe of release is meant firat paroles (on present  3

'commitmant), aecond or subsequent paroles, and good conduct discharges.'

_“Second, the average 1ength of incarceration is presented aceord1ng to

"preaent=offenge and_institution committed to.

" Data for this report was dotained from the computerized files of

,1ndividuaip_released:on~parole and on disehargé_developed by the -

Correction/Parole Management Information System.

The 1569 pereons released from MCI's in 1972 may be div1ded 1nto five

'} _different groups- (1) 1049 paroled for the first time on their present

'aentenee, (2) 206 paroled for the second or subsequent time, (3) 155

' "E;discharged on good conduct discharges, (h) 48 aischarged at the expiration

i




-

_'of”their'sentences.anh (5)5111 paroleés'for whdm_data was not available.
Those ﬁersonBVreleased-at_expirafion {no. 4) will not be discussed in

this'fépbrt for'the reason that well over BO% of this group were female

- drunkenees commitmente and thus are considered to bhe unique as compared

'_to the rest of the releasee population.

ble I presents average ‘length of 1ncarceration accordlng to type

: of release and institution released from. -
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. The first group, thoee released on fzret parole, tvpicallv served 1h
'ﬁonths in the institution before relnase.. Median periods- of incarceratlon
range frcm 9 monﬁhs et Framingham to 36 months at Walpole.: Further,
.perolees from Walpole, Norfolk and Forestry averaged three to fcur o
times ae long before release ae thoee from Concord, Pre—Releaee and‘
Framingham. | | o o

The second group, thoee paroled for the second or subsequent tlme
cn their present sentence, eerved half as long, on the average, Y those
paroled fcr the first time - that is, 7 months as compared to- 1h months.
Median lengthe of stay range frcm five months for Concord and Pre-Release
releasees to 11 months for Foreetrv releasees.r It is aleo noteworthy
that those in this group releaaed frcm Walpole ‘had served nearly the same
amount of time (6 months) as those released from Concord, Pre—Release ‘and
:Framingham (5 and 7 months respcctivelv) :

Thoee diecharged in 1972 had a tvpical lenzth of incarceratlon of’
'ﬁj months. While- considerably longer ‘than that for either of the above
éroups;cthe time eerved bv male dischargeee is not nearly_as_disparate
among institutions as were those for parolees.
| Overall, for the 1&10 releaseee for whom data was available, the
medlan length of incarcera;ion was 15 months. Time periods range from
2 months at Framingham to 27‘at Norfolk. Walpole, Nbrfolk and Forestry
_'releaeeee served from two and one half to three times as_long'as'those"
released from Concord, Pre-Release and Framingham. L |

Table IT showe average 1ength of 1ncaroerat1on according to present
-offense for 1972 releasees, The table is divlded into'three sections
i by the institution to which the releasees were oraéanally committed; '
The data is'iirited to thcserresidents whose releaee during 197é'was .

- their first on their'present senterce.  That is, persons whose releaee-

followed a return on a_parcle.viclation were not inclﬁded.'“
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By way of élérification, "Percentage of_Maximumj(Less Good Time) -

Served "'was dérived by comparing the average length 6f iﬁcarceration,

for each offense cétegory, to the average length of time from commitment '

date to good conduct discharge date., Thus, for exsmple, an individual

with two years until discharge who is released after one year would have

served 50% of his full term.




TABLE II: LENGTH OF INCARCERATION BY PRESENT OFFENSE FOR 1972 RELEASEFS

MCI~FRAMINGHAM COMMITMENTS o . : T
A _  MEDIAN LENGTH  PERCENTAGES OF MAXTMUM -

. _ OF INCARCERATICN (LESS GoOD TIME)
OFFENSE N TN MONTHS o SERVED
Manslaughter (and other L | N
'homicide, and attempta) 5 16 %
Armed Robbery 3 7 32%
Other Person 3 & 29%
Argon, Burglary 5 9 h1g
Other Property _ 18 - 9 37%
Narcotics 16 7 27%
Other , C11 5 . 28%
TOTAL .~ 62 7 3%
MCI-CONCORD COMMI'TMENTS
Manslaughter {and other : S S _ _
~ homicide, and attempts) & 12 _ : I 1 4
Armed Robbery 99 8 o 27% -
Robbery . o 4o 10 . _ _ 274 _ :
Other Person - ho M. - 32% :
Sex : 25 8 ' - 35%
Arson, Burglary .88 1 . 34
Other Property : 89 _ 10 _ 37%
Narcoties 82 .9 o : 33Z
Other ' : 70 . 9 : o % ,
TOTAL . B e T 1 S
MCI-WALPOLE COMMITMENTS*
Manslaughter (and other - S
homicide, and attempts) 63 24 AR R 62%
Armed Robbery 132 - =8 ) ' : . 53%
Unarmed Robbery 26 o mc T T8
Other Person . 39 27 oo Beg
Sex _ .86 ko Ce - shg
Arson, Burglary 54 21 ' 50%
Other Property _ 15 21 : o ke
Narcotics 52 21 o . 69%
Other : - 16 - . B7%
TOTAL - cobsz 28 o 69%

* The figures in the flght column should not be confused with the two-thirds
law. They refer to the percentage of the maximum sentence (less good
time) served, not to the percentage of the minimum sentence served.




_ In examining fhe data in this table, several oautlona are in order.
_First, the significance of the data for Framlngham commltments is 11mited
by the small size of the sample in eeveral of the offense categoriee.
Second, the relatively short 1engthe of incarceratlon of persons commltted
for "Manslaughter (and other homicide and attempts)" ehould not be
- misread. Leas than 5% of thie-category'arepensons committed for firet or
.second degree.murder. Almost all pefsons in thie eategory_were committed
for ﬁanslaughter‘or attempted murder. Third, the effenses listed'represent
dnly.the most serious charge for which an individuel was eommitfed.7 About
half of the populetion incareerated as.of Januaf# 1; 5973 wefe eommitted
on*hore'than bne'charge. Additional chargee may influenoe a decision as
. to'narble; Flnallv, it is important to remember that offenders eomm;tted
for offenSes which fall under the "Two—thirds Law"-may-apply for early 7
parole consideration at one third of their minimum sentence. Such
individuals, if paroled, would therebv hawve e'significently shorter 1ength.
of incarceration than the length of their.maximum sentence.. |
Perhaps the most interesting data is to be found in the column
"Percentage.of Maximum (Less Good Time) Served". The flgures here
represent the pr portion of sentence which was served. The question -
being addressed is whether people committed for differsnt offenses tend
to he peroled early in thelr gentences, or,whetner they tend to be held
as long as poesible. ‘Seen in thie way, the tabie'nreeente gseveral inter-
esting patterns. Flrst, WElpole commitments typloallv serve about two-
thlrds of their maximum as opposed to one-third for Concord and
Framinghem commitments, Second, Concord and Framingham commitments appear
' to serve about the same proportion of their maximum regardless of offense
' _category.- walpole men, however, have a much wlder range of proportions.:

Pergons committed to Walpole for drug offensee,or nerson offenders other




o

fhan.homicidé and armed roﬁbéry c#ses)serve the higﬁesf percentages of their
meximums, while-property'offenders-serve the lowest, While sex offenders
_released during 1972 gerved a 1ohger average length of inca?éeratioﬁ in
real time than any other Walpole commitments, the percéntage qf their
maximum sentence served ﬁas the gsecond lowest,

Overall, the data would seem to indicate that, exeépt in the case
of Walpole men, offeﬁse is not one.of the majior determinants of length
of incarceration. Rather, it is the factors assoclated with institution
committed to which appear mbre relevant. Sentence, age_dﬁd priof criminal

record are some of these factors,
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APPENDIX A

INGARCERATED BY M. C, Yo REIEASEES ON FIRST PAROLE DURING PRESENT §

Waloole Norfolk amingham Other - TOTAL

L Gmed N CmZ N Cm? F Gm? N Cwm?% N Gm# N Cum
1 (1) 2. ( 1%) 2 (20 10 ( 20 102 0 (o) 16 (2
2 ( 3%) 2 ( 2) 304 w9 (208 20 (364) 2 (a58) - 178 ( 19%)
8 { 127) 1 ( 8&h) 25 (25%) 22 (mE) 22 (k) Lo(238) 0 294 (4Th)
21 (36%) o eh (6B 4 ( 61%) 116 ( 928) - 1h ( 98%) 5 (628)  28L (k)
(5@ w2 (658} 20 (7} 23 (968 1 (1008) 3 (85%) . 102 ( 8u%)
o6y 26 (7)1 (89R) 9 (98) o0 (1008) 0 ( 85%) 64 ( 90%)
29 (100%) 50 (1008) 14 (1008) 12 (1008) 0 (008) 2 (100%) 107 (100%)
2 -0 1 R L2 B

91 220 123 514, 58 13 1049

36 gomr | _mw mose  _ 21 mos, - 10 mos, 9 aow._ 19 mose 14 aomy_

* _The "averages" presented above Hmwwamauw the median lengths of incarceration. The mean lengths of incarceration
are as follows: Walpole, 5L.7 monthsj Norfolk, L2.4; Forestry, 26.6; Concord and Pre-felease, 12.6; Framingham,
10,43 Other, 25,33 and TOTAL, 24.1, : R . ’ : _ - “ _




APPENDIX B

LENGTH_OF TIME INCARGERATED BY M, G, I, FELFASEES ON SEGOND OR. SUBSEQURNT PAROLE DURING PRESENT S

ST ON LSBT FROM
Eowme _ zmHmowm Noxfoll Forestry Concord &
N Cume? N Cum % N Cune E Cun %
3 mos, or less - 19 ( 33%) Ao (2ag). o ( of) 33 ( 33%)
fw A oS, 12 ( 531) no{ 363) o { of) 20 ( 53%)
Tros -ty B () 6 (5R) 2 (uf) 2 (o)
12 mos, = 2yrs. 30 ( 93%) 6 (r9h) . 2 (8o 19 ( 99%)
Over 2yrs. L (100%) 6 (w00A) 2 (wof) 1 (100%)
romaL 58 - os 5 100
L - | |
i : .
' AVERAGE* 6 mos, 10 mos, 11 mos, 5 mos.

N Cume %
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60 ( 29%)
K. ( 49%)
56 ( 76%)
38 ( 948)
12 (100%)
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¥ The "average" above again aaﬁw¢mmnwm the median length of incarceration, The mean lengths of incarceration

are as follows:
Te2; ‘and TOTAL,

9

Walpole, 9.2
.H.Q

months; Norfolk, 14.5;

Forestry, 16.8;

Concord and Pre-Release, 7¢kL; Framingham,




- _APPENDIX C

LENGTH OF INCARCERATION ON DISCHARGEES (1972) BY INSTTTUTION RELEASED FROM

_“Komsdwm _ | oo .ﬂwwmm. Hm © .. ~Norfolk . Forestry | o.o=oowd & Framingham o.wwmw.. S .eoebb _
T : S . B . . Pre-Release . - . o . .
N Cmf N Cmf N CmfF N Cmf N Cmg N Cumg N OCung
3 mos. or less. 3 (108 o (o® o (o o (o 1 ( 58 0 ( o®) & (
4 - 6 mos. 0. (0% 1 (k) 0 (0% 1o (@ 6 (3 0 (08 8 ( 8
7 mos. - 1 yr.. S0 (108) - 0. ( k) o (Co®) 1 (¥ o  (F o ( o) 1 ( 8%
. *uw mos, - 2 yrs,. ' 0. { 10%) 1 A 8%) 1. ( 8%) 7 ( 18y - &4 (.55%) o ( o%) 13 (.17%8)
25 mos. - 3 yrs, o2 2 (169) voo(168) 8 . (3®) o (55%) o ( 0B 15 ( 268)
_u.w__ao_m. ~ 4 yrs, 11 ( 58%) 6 ( hox) 2 ( 322) 17 (68%) 6 . ( 85%) 1 (100%) 43 ( 5hE)
193« 4 yrs. 13- (100%) 15 (1008) 9 (1008) 16 (1008) 2 (100%8) O (100%) 55 (100%)
‘vdmom < 6 b a2 I | -
TOTAL | R 29 14 54 20 1 155
| bgmw* - Mimes, 56 mes. 59 _aom.. M omos. - 7 mog. . 39 mos., 43 mos.

_* The moan Hmumaum of Huoﬂ.omum.«woa for the above are as follows: Walpole, 46.7 months; Norfolk, 61.4;
Forestry, 64.1; Concord and Huu.m..wowowmm. 41,95 m.n.mﬁbmupa 24,3; Other, 39.0; TOTAL, 45.9.




APPENDIX D

LENGTH OF INCARCERATION OF ALL RELEASEES IN 1972 BY INSTTTUTION RELEASED FROM

Momths . Walpole
B N Cumf
3 mos. or less 23 ( 1%%)
r.m € mos, . 14 (219
T mos. - 1yr. 21 { 3%)
AUwaom. - 2 yrs, 31 . ( 50%)
25 mos. - 3 yrs, 19, ( mgmu.
37 mos, - & yrs. 27 - ( 76%)
Over 4 yrs, - 43 (100%)
W Unknown 17 ,
" ToTaL R 195
bdmmbom* 24 mos.
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N cung
L)
7 ( 5%
20 ( 13%)
91 ( 46%)
46 ( 63%)
35 ( 76%)
66 - (100%)
27
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_ woﬂmmﬁwm_
N . Cum.
2 (1%
3. (4
271 (2%
47 ( 56%)
22 . ( 72%)
16 ( 8%%)
23 - (100%)
9
149
M. 21 mos,

Concord & m.u.m,awnmdma
Pre-Helease
N  CumF N Cum
b3 ( 6 r (4B
170 ( 31%) 30 ( 33%)
252 (73 30  ( 70%)
th2 - (88%) 19 ( 90%)
32 (922 1 (9%
26 (96%) 6 ( 98%)
28 . (100%) 2 (100%)
61 17
754 109
.10 mos. 2 mos,
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g
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TOTAL .

( 0% 8 ( 6
(14%) 225 (228)
( 21%) 351 ( 47%)
( 57%) 335 ( 71%)
( 79%) 123 ( 80%)
( 86%) 111 ( 88%)
(100%) 164  (100%)
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21 mos, 15 mos.

- % The "average" above represents the median length of incarceration., The mean lengths of incarceration are as

follows: Walpole, 33.5 months; No

© Other, 26,3; and TOTAL,2%,1,

rfolk, 41.3; Porestry, 29.7; Coneord and Pre-Release, 14.0; Framingham, 12.7;




