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PLACE OF MASSACHUSETTS IN NATIONAL
CRIME RATE STATISTICS FOR 1966

The "Crime Index" of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
is the sum of the frequency rates of seven selected crimes. These
crimes are: 1) Murder (including non-negligent manslaughter), 2)
Forcible Rape, 3) Robbery, 4) Aggravated Assault, 5) Burglary, 6)
Larceny (of $50 or over) and 7) Auto Theft (including both joy-
riding and stealing cars for resale). The rate used is the number
- of crimes per hundred thousand population.

As was explained in last year's monographl, the F.B.TI.
"Ccrime Index" is not considered a valid indication of the amount of
"serious” crime. This is because this index is heavily overweighted
by large numbers of less serious. offenses. Of the seven selected
offenses the three less serious crimes against property (Burglary,
Larceny and Auto Theft) occur over ten times as frequently as the
four more serious crimes against the person (Murder, Rape, Robbery
and Aggravated Assault). For example, the effect of a hundred per-
cent increase (a jump from 5 to 10 per hundred thousand) in the rate
of Murder would be blotted out by as little as a one percent decrease
(a drop from 700 to 693) in the rate of Burglary. Consequently again
we are not using the aggregated "Crime Index" in this report.

: However, taken separately, the rates for each individual
crime are the best available standardized measures for showing the
differing frequencies of offenses in different areas.

To compare the local frequencies of each of these seven
selected crimes with their frequencies in other areas, we rank ordered
the rates of each state and each region for each offense. The state
with the lowest rate was ranked number one, the next lowest ranked
second and so on. Obviously this system resulted in the state having
the highest rate being ranked fiftieth at the bottom of the list.

1. .Place of Massachusetts in Natibnal Crime Rate Statistics for 1965
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The table attached at the g¢nd of this paper shows each
state and nine United States regions® arranged in rank order for
each of the seven selected offenses.

In comparing New England with the eight other regions of
the United States note that New England has the lowest rate of any
region in the country for each of the four serious crimes against
the person. Especially in regard to Murder note that the New
England rate (2.1 per 100,000) is over four times less than the
rates (8.6, 8.8, 9.1) for three southern regions of the country.
The New England area also ranks well for two property crimes, being
in third place for both Burglary and Larceny. However, New England
is in the next to last rank for Auto Larceny.

Closer examination of the grouping of rank orders of the
several New England states reveals that the more rural states of
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont consistently have low rates for
both crimes against the person and crimes against property. Although
the more urban states of Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island
also have low rates for Murder, Rape and Aggravated Assault, these
states usually rank nearer the United States median in regard to
Robbery, Burglary and Larceny, but, in regard to Auto Theft, far
below the median.

The 1966 rankings of Massachusetts considered separately
vary little from it's 1965 rankings. In regard to Murder it ranks
thirteenth in 1966 as compared with fourteenth the previous year.

In regard to Forcible Rape it ranks tenth in 1966 compared with
twelfth in 1965. For Robbery, Massachusetts ranks thirty-second

in 1966 and ranked thirtieth in 1965. In regard to Aggravated Assault,
Massachusetts ranked fifteenth in both 1966 and 1965. For Burglary,

2. New England ~ Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut
Mid Atlantic - New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania-
East North Central - Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin
West North Central -~ Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
North and South Dakota
South Atlantic -~ Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North and
‘ South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia
East South Central - Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee
West South Central - Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas
Mountain - Arizona, Colecrado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Wyoming :
Pacific - Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington
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Massachusetts also maintained the same rank in 1966, thirty-
second, as it had in 1965. For Auto Larceny, Massachusetts again
has the unsavory distinction of having the highest rate per hundred
thousand of all fifty states of the Union. In fact Massachusetts
had 551.3 Auto Thefts per hundred thousand in 1966 compared with

- 533.5 in 1965 - an idication that this bad situation is getting
worse.

However, it should be kept in mind that, bad as we are
in regard to Auto Theft, this is the only offense in which Massachusetts
has more offenses per hundred thousand than the average for the
country. Although Massachusetts falls below the median in two other
offenses (Robbery and Burglary), observe that for each of these
offenses the rate per hundred thousand is nevertheless still better
than the United States average.

Despite occasional local scare headlines that imply that
Massachusetts is one of the worst dens ofiniguity in the country
we can state accurately that the Bay State has much lower rates of
crime than the United States average for all compared offenses
except Auto Theft. In fact, in regard to the more serious and
violent crimes of Murder, Forcible Rape and Aggravated Assault,
Massachusetts averages better than about three-fourths of the states.

Nelson N. Cochrane
Supervisor of Research
Mass. Dept. of Correction
September, 1967 '
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