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PLACE OF MASSACHUSETTS IN NATIONAL
CRIME RATE STATISTICS FOR 1967

Approximately nine months after the end of each calendar
year the Federal Bureau of Investigation publishes its UNIFORM
CRIME REPORTS based on statistics voluntarily submitted by police
departments throughout the country. A section of that report is
devoted to a "Crime Index" which is the sum of the rates per
hundred thousand inhabitants of seven selected crimes. These
selected crimes are:

Larceny (cf over $50)
Auto theft (including both joyriding & stealing for resale)

l. Murder (including non-negligent manslaughter)
2. Forcible rape

3. Robbery

4. Aggravated assault

5. Burglary

6

7

This so-called "Crime Index", established by adding
together the rates of these seven different crimes, is not really
a valid indication of the extent of serious crime in any area
because this index is heavily overweighted by the large numbers
of the less serious offenses. Of the seven selected offenses the
three less serious crimes against property (burglary, larceny and
auto theft) occur about ten times as frequently as the four more
serious crimes against persons (murder, forcible rape, robbery
and aggravated assault). Such overweighting would result in an
invalidly low index for a state with comparatively few larcenies
and auto thefts when this same state may have a murder or rape rate
seventy five percent higher than the national average. Conseguently
this paper does not use this overall index because it would be
grossly misleading in many cases.

However, taken separately, the rates for each individual
crime are the best available standardized measures for establishing
the various frequencies of crimes in different areas of the country.
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To compare these diverse frequencies we rank ordered the
rates of every state and region for each ¢of the seven offenses.
The area with the lowest rate per hundred thousand inhabitants
was ranked number one, the next lowest number two and so on.
Obviously this results in the state having the highest rate for
any crime being ranked fiftieth at the bottom of the list for
that crime. The table attached at the end of this paper shows
the rank order of each state as well as nine regionsl of the
United States.

Comparing New England with the eight other regions of
the country we note that New England clearly has the lowest rate
for each of the four more seriocus crimes of murder, forcible rape,
robbery and aggravated assault. In regard to these four violent
crimes in each case the New England rate is three to four times
less than the rate for each region with the hicghest rate. 1In
addition to having the lowest rate for the four most serious out
of all seven crimes, the New England region also has the second
lowest rate for larceny and the third lowest rate for burglary.
However, in regard to the seventh crime of auto theft, New England
has the highest rate of all nine regions.

Examination of the rank orders of the different New
England states reveals that the more rural states of Maine, New
Hampshire and Vermont are usually among the ten least criminal
states in the country for both property crimes and crimes against
persons. Even the more urban states of Massachusetts, Connecticut
and Rhode Island are usually among the lowest third of all fifty’
states in regard to rates of crimes againstthe person. In regard
to the incidence of e¢rimes against property, however, the more
urban New England states arxe comparatively less commendable. In

1. New England Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New

Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Middle Atlantic New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

Bast North Central Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Chio, Wisconsin

West North Central Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,

) : North and South Dakota

South Atlantic Delaware, Florida,Georgia,Maryland, Noxth &
South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia

East South Central Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee

West South Central Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas

Mountain ' Arizonia, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming

Pacific Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon,

Washington
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this respect these states exemplify the statement of Dr. Marvin
Wolfgang who wrote "Urban areas with mass population, greater
wealth, more commercial establishments and more products of our
technology alsc provide more frequent opportunities for theft.
Victims are impersonalized, property is insured, consumer goods
in more abundance are vividly displayed and are more portable. "2

Although urbanization, at least in the more densely
populated New England states, is much greater than most other
states, even the urban New England states usually have lower rates
for property offenses than the national average. Exceptions are
Rhode Island, which has higher than the United States average rate
for the two crimes of burglary and auto theft,and Massachusetts
which has the highest rate in the nation for the one crime of
auto theft.

It appears that only when the urban New England states
are compared with the rural New England states within the New
England region that Dr. Wolfgang's reasoning (that urban areas
‘have more property crimes than rural areas) invariably applies.
When the rates of the urban New England states are compared with
national average rates, these New England rates are usually found
to be lower for property crimes as well as much lower for crimes against
the person. For a further explanation it seems appropriate to
turn to a quotation from sociologist Marshall B. Clinard. He wrote
"It is interesting to note that rates by city size are often affected,
however, by the cultural factors in the area in which the cities
are located. 1In fact, the regional location of a city seems often
to be more related to the crime rate than is the extent of urban-
ization in the state. Some states, such as California, with a
large proportion of urban population, also have high crime rates,
whereas Massachusetts, which is also heavily urbanized, has a
comparatively low rate. It is likely that the urban ‘way of life'
in a more recently developed area like California is characterized
by norm conflicts, rapid change, and other unsettling conditions,
whereas in older areas, such as New Epgland, these aspects of
urbanism may be somewhat attenuated.”

2. from periodical CRIME AND DELINQUENCY, Vol. 14, No. 4, October,
1968, "Violence, U.S.A. - Riots and Crime" page 296

3. SOCIOLOGY OF DEVIANT BEHAVIOR, 1968 edition, page 105
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When we turn to examine the 1967 rankings in each offense
for the individual state of Massachusetts as compared with the
other forty-nine states, we find that these rankings have not
varied markedly from the previous year. Its ranking for murder
is 13th, exactly the same as 1966. For forcible rape it ranks
14th as compared with 10th the previous year. For robbery it
ranks 29th as compared with 32rd in 1966. For aggravated assault
it ranks 17th as compared with 15th the previous year. In regard
to burglary Massachusetts ranks 28th as compared with 32nd in
1966. For larceny it ranks 20th as compared with 24th the previous
year. 1In regard to auto theft, for the third straight vyear,
Massachusetts ranks 50th, in the very last place. The rate per
hundred thousand increased markedly from 551.3 in 1966 to 667.4
in 1967. Obviously the handling of the auto theft problem in
Massachusetts needs considerable improvement.

Howevex, reviewing our position in regard to all other
offenses, we should keep in mind that Massachusetts Ffor the crimes
of murder, rape and aggravated assault, has lower rates than two
thirds of all states and, - in regard to robbery, burglary and
larceny has rates lower than the national average.

Nelson N. Cochrane
Supervisor of Research
October, 1968 '
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