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	You have asked to be informed of BBRS news items. Please see four items below: 
1. Masonry Amendment: The BBRS approved Masonry Reinforcing which adds provisions on what masonry elements should be considered as part of the lateral load resisting system for buildings (to resist wind and earthquakes for example) and revised the steel reinforcing requirements for masonry walls based on recent research and testing that reduces the number of bond beams required by substituting ladder type course reinforcement which is easier to construct.   These changes add clarity, construction flexibility and are expected to reduce construction cost. This amendment became effective on December 5, 2014.
 
1. Radon Amendment: The BBRS approved an amendment for Radon Control in Residential Buildings to proactively address potential radon contamination in new one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses of three stories or less. Radon levels often can't be determined until dwellings are completed and enclosed. This amendment requires installing a simple relatively inexpensive passive radon control collection system with common materials during construction of new dwellings only in radon Zone 1 (which is Essex, Middlesex and Worcester counties), the zone with the highest risk of having elevated radon levels. If dangerous levels of radon are detected after construction, this system can then be voluntarily upgraded to an active (fan powered) radon mitigation system for much less cost than retrofitting.   This official amendment to the Massachusetts Residential Code is expected to become effective on January 2, 2015. 
 
1. IECC 2012 in Effect: The 2012 edition of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) is now in effect. The BBRS has amended it to include among other things: a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) option and specific requirements for mechanical ventilation of residential occupancies. The Amendments to IECC 2012 Residential and Amendments to IECC 2012 Commercial are noted in sidebar in the right margin. Also note that the IECC applies where the Stretch Code does not and guidance can be found here Stretch Code and IECC 2012 Application. 
 
1. Air Flow Testing: With the adoption of the IECC 2012 individuals testing duct leakage, whole house leakage (blower door), and mechanical ventilation must be certified (see Amendments to IECC 2012 Residential). However, because of the potential high demand for this service for residential building projects, individuals who are not certified but have demonstrated experience doing this work may continue to practice. The policy that the BBRS approved is copied here: An "approved third party" is "an individual who, in a notarized letter of verification, swears in writing under the penalties of perjury that he/she has demonstrated competence and at least two (2) years of experience in the field of blower door, and/or duct blasting and/or, mechanical ventilation testing" and that the building official shall accept said letter as part of the permit application, and that this policy shall expire on the date that the 9th edition of 780 CMR is in effect.
 
 
 
If you have questions on any of these please contact mike.guigli@state.ma.us If you would like to unsubscribe from this distribution please email kimberly.spencer@state.ma.us and insert "unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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