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	You have asked to be informed of BBRS news items. Please see an update on: 
Floor fire protection:
As you may know lumber manufacturers and lumber sales personnel have been coming forward with product or field installed configurations of their product which they believe meet the requirements of exception 1 to the code requirement of Section R501.3 (copied below). 
 
R501.3 Fire protection of floors. Floor assemblies not using dimension lumber or structural composite lumber equal to or greater than 2-inch nominal dimension, shall be provided with a ½ inch gypsum wallboard membrane, 5/8 inch wood structural panel membrane, or equivalent on the underside of the floor framing member unless required elsewhere in this code to be fire resistance rated.
Exceptions: 
1.     Other approved floor assemblies demonstrating equivalent fire performance.
2.     Floor assemblies located directly over a space protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section P2904, NFPA13D, or other approved equivalent sprinkler system.
3.     Floor assemblies located directly over a crawl space not intended for storage or fuel-fired appliances. 
4.     One room or alcove per story not exceeding 80 square feet, when supported between structural walls.
 
To provide direction on Exception 1 an Official Interpretation was issued and has been recently updated by the BBRS. Although not explicitly stated in the interpretation it should be made clear that at this time there are no field applied coatings that demonstrate equivalent fire performance. Also Question 2 of the interpretation provides the guidelines for what can be accepted. For example, ESR reports issued by ICC-ES using AC14* are acceptable evidence of compliance with exception 1. In addition, APA which is accredited under ISO-17065 and which used ICC-ES AC14 has issued APA Product Reports to individual I-joist manufacturers based on APA System Report 405 (SR-405) to signify compliance with Exception 1. Therefore I-Joists installed with the physical barriers (gypsum board, mineral wool, etc.) as specified in the APA Product Report comply with Exception 1. So two key questions to ask yourself before you purchase, install, or accept product: 

1) Has the I-Joist or other product been evaluated using AC14? 
2) Was the entity that evaluated the I-Joist or other product accredited under ISO-17065? 
 
Both answers must be "Yes". If either answer is "No" then look for other product where both questions can be answered affirmatively. With the recent update of the official interpretation there should be product readily available which meets the requirements of Exception 1 of R501.3.
 
*International Code Council Evaluation Service Acceptance Criteria 14 
 
If you have questions on this please contact mike.guigli@state.ma.us If you would like to unsubscribe from this distribution please email kimberly.spencer@state.ma.us and insert "unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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