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			Building Safety Month
  
Building Safety: Resilient Communities Start with Building Codes
 
When you enter a home or other building, most likely you're not thinking about whether it is properly constructed and safe. Fortunately, your local safety experts think about building safety and fire prevention every day.  To help raise awareness of building safety, Governor Baker has issued a proclamation declaring May, 2015 as Building Safety Month.  Across the nation, communities will promote the use and understanding of building safety and fire prevention codes to protect lives and property.   
 
"The important work we do is often overlooked until a disaster occurs. When building safety and fire prevention experts inspect buildings during and after construction, we help to ensure that the places where we live, learn, work and play are safe" reminds Thomas G. Gatzunis, Department of Public Safety Commissioner.   
 
Building safety and fire prevention codes address all aspects of construction, such as structural soundness of buildings, reliability of fire prevention and suppression systems, plumbing and mechanical systems, as well as energy efficiency and sustainability.  Ensuring that buildings are safe requires the active participation of building safety and fire prevention officials, architects, builders, engineers, and others in the construction industry, as well as property owners. 
 
"Public safety is our number one concern," said Commissioner Gatzunis. "During Building Safety Month and all year long, building safety and fire prevention officials are here to help protect you and your community throughout the commonwealth".
 
Building Safety Week was first observed in 1980.  Now it is a month-long celebration sponsored by the International Code Council (ICC).  This year's theme is Resilient Communities Start with Building Codes.  Each week of Building Safety Month spotlights a specific area of building safety.
Weekly Themes
1. May 4-10     Don't Get Burned - Build to Code
1. May 11-17   Bounce Back Faster from Disaster - Build to Code
1. May 18-24   Water Safe, Water Smart - Build to Code
1. May 25-31   Save Energy - Build to Code
 Please join the Department of Public Safety in promoting this year's theme and please visit the ICC website to learn more about activities to help spread the important message of building safety.
 




		Sincerely,
 
Robert Anderson
Department of Public Safety
Chief of Inspections - Building
One Ashburton Place - Room 1301
Boston, MA       02108
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