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BBRS APPROVES 30 CODE CHANGES

Of the 109 code change proposals submitted at the
May 1998 Public Hearing, 30 were approved by the
BBRS. A synopsis of the changes appears on pages 4
and 5 of this issue of Codeword.

The BBRS has adopted the following policy relative to
code changes. Unless the change is made by
EMERGENCY action, or is as a result of general law, ail
new code changes will be filed once a year. Code changes
will be effective around the beginning to the middle of
October, however, a grace period will be given until the
first of January of the following year. This means that
the user may celect to use the code prior to
amendments or may use the amendments from the
October date until January 1 of the next year at which
time it will be mandatory that the October changes are
used.

BBRS RE-AFFIRMS 3 EMERGENCY AMENDMENTS
ENACTED IN JUNE/JULY 1998

At its September 1, 1998 public hearing, the BBRS

reaffirmed;

e The 7 second delay prior to activation for swimming
pool alarms (8 421.10.1 (9.1))

e Allowing of modified NFPA 13D eprinkler systems for
three dwelling unit buildings (§ 904.7)

® Broadening energy code compliance options for
glazed additions to existing low rise residential
buildings (66 202; 3602.2; Appendix B; Appendix J)
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UNIFORMITY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
STATE BUILDING CODE

Question: Can a city or town adopt a regulation or a

by-law which is more (or less) restrictive than any
provision regulated by the State Building Code.

Answer: No

In1972 the State legislature was abundantly clear in its
intent to promulgate a uniform building code for
Massachusetts and was equally clear that only a single
state entity (the BBRS) was given the authority to
write this code. The legislature went so far as to repeal
all other local codes and to repeal the authority of any
other State Boards or Commissions, (which may have
been previously authorized) to promulgatc building code-
like regulations.

The following article is reprinted in its entirety from the
Attorney General's "Municipal Law Newsletter", Vol. 1V,
No.l, April 1995. The article does not constitute an

opinion of the Attorney General

THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE -
AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
by Brian Gore, F.E., Technical Director,
and
Thomas M. Riley, Code Development Manager,
State Board of Building Regulations and Standards

The Massachusetts State Building Code (the “Building
Code”), 780 CMR § § 1 et seg. , is the building code applicable
in all 351 cities and towns of the Commonwealth. No local or
regional building code or local regulation or by-law that
exceeds, competes or conflicts with any provision of the
Building Code has legal effect in Massachusetts,
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,JNE & TWO F,MILY DWELLING CONSTRUCTION IN THE
MA55ACHUSETT5 5TATE BUILDING CODE”
a 5emmar presentsd

by
THE STATE BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS.

AND STANDARDS

Bay Street, Taunton, MA"

The Board of Building Regulations and Standards announces a seminar to be held on Wedhesday June 3, 1995
and r&paaicd every Wednesday thereafter until and including Wednesday July 29, 1998 Semmara commence
promptly at 6:00 pth ‘and are: approximately oné and: a-half: hours:in duratnon e TR

Seminar: ObJeatnveg $ 6 S B e e Ay T e ey
o To provnde an overview of the dcslgn of slmple bendmg mcmbers o
Cutting and Notching Limitations -
Examination of the procedures for the gradmg and testing of sawn lumber -
Overview of the dead and live load requirements of the building code
Selection of the appropriate design values from- 5P60l65 tables and selection of the
appropnatc member sizes based on span, use and 5pec|cs of lumber.

, Gemmar Cost: . . $1O 00

Instructor: - Brian Gore F‘ E Techmcal Dnrcctor, BBR5 :
Complete and clip the. coupon below and mail with your check for $10.00 endorsed to the Commonwealth of
Massachusette (ENCLOSE A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE FOR CONFIRMATION) to; -

State Board of Building Regulations and Standarde
: One Ashburton Place (Room 1301)
’ ' Boston, MA 02108
Mark your envelope “Span Table Seminar”

**********DIRECTIONS TO PAUL A. DEVER CAMPUS ARE ON THE REVERﬁE SIDE OF THIS SHEET***srxxxx
: SR -

Elaaae_ahﬁaudam - lndlcate’,1 for your first choice and 2 for your-second choice.

“June 3, 1998....D June 10, 199&....D June 17, 1998.5.D_' June 24, 1998[:'

July 1, 1998....D July&‘1998......D July 15, 1998,...[]_' July 22, 1998D July]2;9, 1,998....D .

Flease Print

‘Name: .~

Address;

City: | . State: - Zip:




DIRECTIONS TO THE DEI
“’fAUL A. DEVER STATE ¢




KATHLEEN M. O'TOOLE*": :

‘ARGEO PAUL CELLUCCI

B R i

o

) KENTARO TSUTSUMI

‘Governor Chalrman

THOMAS L.ROGERS

Admmlstrator

Secretary -

 TEL: (617) 7273200 FAX: (617

@1 All Building Officials '
- From: State Board of Building Reg{ulations’and Standards V
‘Date: | | March 10, 1998 | :
| Subject: Official Interpretatioo No. \47-,98 , -

‘At aregular mw;fn gofthe Be..rd of Buxldmg Regulatxons and Standardsheld on Tuesday 10, -
March, 1998, the Board approved the following interpretationof the applicationof sectlons .
3408.6. 3 (2)and 2305 6.4 of the Sixth Edition of the State Bulldmg Code. :

Discussion; :

Chapter 34, See section 3408.6.3(2) ,under certain COﬂdlthl’lS durmg the renovation of an
exlstmg building, requires masonry walls to be connected to floors and/or roofs in order to
1mprove (or affect) lateral support of the walls. )

CAll masonry walls shall be connected to floor or roof diaphragms, or other

- elements providing their lateral support, so as to conform to the requirements of
- 780 CMR 1612.7.. The design force for the connection shall not be less than 100
_ pound per linear foot of wall. Connections shall not produce cross-gram
‘bending in wood members

In exnstmg buildings thh wood framed ﬂoor and roof systems and masonry loadbearing walls,
bulldmg codes have traditionally required (based on traditional construction methods) wood
floor and roof members framing into masonry walls to be “fire cut”.

2305. 6. 4: Fire Cuts: All wood and other'c"ombustible ﬂoor, roof and other
structural members framing into masonry walls shall be cut to a bevel of three
~inches (76 mm) in depth and shall prOJect not more thdan four mches (102 mm)
mto the wall
, (oVér page)




Fire cuts are rep!
from older “mill”

'Questlon ,
rnegate the reqmrement to preserve exlstmg fire cuts in wood structural members 2

Answer: No The provxslon for fire cuts and latera] support of masonry walls serve
different purposes and are independent requirements. Compliance with both code provisions is
required.. The designer of the lateral support details requirement must exercise care in the
detailing of such connections. The connections must be detailed to allow the framing members
at the wall connection to rotate in the event of a fire while addltlonally prov1dmg the lateral
support for the walls in the event of»an earthquake 717

\bbrs\interp\47-98




/.5?0/

ARGEO PAUL CELLUCCI , Vi { 22 KENTARO TSUTSUMI
Governor ) '.Zadm 02/0(? Chairman
' KATHLEENM. Y rHOMAS L. ROGERS

' 'TOOLE

Secrelary : -~ Administrator

March 1998 the Board approved the followmg mterpretatlon of the appllcatlon of sectrons 1012.6 .
and 101 .6 of the Sixtl ) .

znches (3 05 mm) measured as the clear horzzontal dzstance from the back of the

" row ahead and the nearest projection of the row behind. Where chairs have
automatic of self rising seats, the measurement shall be made with the sedt in the

* raised position. Where any chair in the row does not have an automatic or self

rising seat, the measurement shall be made with the seat in the down position.

Where tablet arm seating is used the measurement shall be made with the tablet-

arm in the useable position,

The state bu1ldmg code appendlx A references the Life Safety Code NFPA 101 (1994), which, in
section 8- 2. 5.7.6, states ;

- Rows of seatmg utzlzzmg tabIet-arm chairs shall be permitted only if the clear
width of aisle accessways complies wzth the requtrements of 8-2 5.7 where the
tablet is in the useable position. :

i - (over page)

a B




Answer:

‘The State Building Code 780 CMR 101. 6 explains under what crrcumstances referenced

standards are applicable; ,
101.6 Referenced Standardg, The.standards: referenced in 780 CMR and listed in
Appendix A shall be considered part of the requirements of 780 CMR to the
prescribed extent of each such reference. Where di ﬂerences occur.between the
provisions of 780 CMR and referenced standards, the provisions of 780 CMR
shall apply ; . ‘

4 “é’ i

780 CMR 1012.6 provrdes no direct referenee 30 NET ( _ erefore fthe provisions of . ..
NFPA 101 as they relate to the measurement of row W hs ar napplicable. It is incorrect to

assumg that sr}nplyab,ecause NFPA 101 is referenced in 780 CMR that it is referenced in jts. .
- enti

If NFPA 101 were referenced in the sﬁbject sectlon, the provreieng of NFPA iOl seetrén §-
2.5.7.6 (exception) is in conflict with 780 CMR 1012.6 relative to the measurement of ro
w1dths where tablet-arm, seating js pre; CMR contains no :xemption. {0 natic

ELF A

should a conﬂrct oceu betw en aprovision of 7

i S Fa LY e

appllcable

“In order to use this section of NFPA 101, an applicant must apply for and receive a variance
from the State Building Code Appeals Board in.accordance with 780 CMR 126, ¢ .,

S

T T7T
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March 10%,.»‘-1*998,ttﬁé B“eafd eép’p'to'\?‘eﬁ?theﬁfdlloﬁﬁg"ii'niéi:ﬁf
36, Section 3603.16, “FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS?” ‘of the SL Edltlonofthe o
Massachusetts State Building Code . '

Background /Dlscdssion won nd frosenily i oovoash sdor e ool

" The Sixth Edition of the Massachusetts State Building Code (the Code), Section 3603 16is
B tltled “FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS” and SpCCIﬁeS all egulred fire protectlon system

§ ‘One-and: %Two-Famﬂy ﬁre protectlon system req
of the F 1ﬁh Edmon Code in several ways. .

The Sixth Edmon reflects the phllosophy of NFPA 72- 1996l “National Fire Alarm Code” in

that:
1. Household fire warning systems may consist of either ac primary powered single and

multiple station smoke detectors complying with ANSI/UL 217, or;

s




idwelling unit o' sound;.and;:

Household fire ¥
referred to as “a fir ar'm panel wrth Tow’
of a listed control u,mt complymg with UL 864 or UL 985 w'th automatic smoke de

complying with UL, 268 and occupant ‘notification :apphances complying with UL 464 or, UL
1971 if such notification ap liances inci ‘rporate strobe hghts - if supplementary visual srgnals
are utilized they: should: comply with UL: 1638,.and;.; ;

““All household fire warning systems shall have secondary;power supplied from momtored CRET

|,y Datteries, and;
4. Massachusetts provisions requrre the use of photo electric smoke detectors ‘rather'than the""

ionization type smoke detectors wheh stich smoke detectors are on the same floor. and within
twenty (20) feet of a kitchen or bathroom containing a tub or shower (to prevent nuisance
false alarms characteristic of ionization type smoke detectors in proximity to kitchens and tub
or shower areas), and;

Electrical compatibility (listed: for intended;pur jose see Section 3603.16.2) between smoke
detectors and/or notification appliances to ensure that all portions of the household fire
warning system will operate properly, and; :

In addition to smoke detector requirements, the Sixth;Ed :jtion e:Code has been structured
to address heat detector requirements_but at this time, and unti ection 3603.16.4is
otherwise amended, HEAT. DETECTORS ARE NOT; RE@UIRED IN. ONE AND TWO-
FAMILY DWELLINGS, and;

Section 3603.16.8.1 addresses “non-required” alarm notification: applrapces and.non;required .
smoke or heat detectors and requires that such are to-be installed so that the actuation of any
non-required detector shall cause the alarm.in all required.and.non-required detectors in the

8 Seétior 3603 :16.13:requires’ ﬁrw warnrngt systems:for. new}constructron_ throughout an-

'dwellrng

existing dwelling when one or more sleeping rooms are added or created in an existing

o -»ANSWERS TOSOME' FRE@UEN

DETECTORS?AND HEATD DETEGTORSt i

Questzon I1:

Are ionization type smoke detectors still allowed in new constructron one: a.nd two-family
dwellmgs” : :

i ﬁ3603 16 ‘and- aré riot located (on the.same floor) within 20'feet of akitchen

oke. detectors satlsfy the apphcable general hstmg requ1 nt Section

containirig'a:tub or shower: (Sectron 3603.16.11). Ionization:smoke detectors:that, otherMSe'
satrsfy the general requrrements of Sectlon 3603 16 shall be allowed wrthm 20 feet of a krtchen




s Would-forization: smoke detectors: be all ,.wed inb

edroomr_‘.,_when the bedrooms. areseparated
from the kitchen or bath by both a bedroom door and a kitchen or bath door evenif. such
ionization smoke detectors are within twenty (20) feet of a kitchen or bath door?

| Answer 2

ety (20) feet of a kitohen or bath, then a photo-electric

Question 3: : - v
How does one measure the 20 foot distance from a kltchen or froma bathroom contammg atub

rule applies to smoke detectors only on the same floor as Kitchens or bathrooms contammg a tub
or shower and that the 20 foot dlstance from the smoke detector (cellmg or wall'mounted).to the

“ . Are bedrooms no

Answer 4. ‘ _
No Sectlonv3603 16 10 deﬁnes all requlred smoke detector locatlons

systems shall have secondary (standby) power supphed from momtore, o attenes in, accordance
‘ w1th the household ﬁre warmng equlpment requ1rements of NFPA 72. Does this mean that all

Answer 5 , :
No. Smgle and multxple statlon hard-wired smoke detectors. that are ac primary powered are now

available with attached, replaceable battery and similar to battery-only single station smoke
detectors, the battery is momtored via the detector c1rcu1try



Answer 5, continued: '
For “alarm panel systems” (llsted control unit with automatic detectors and occupant notxﬁcatlon

- apphances) ‘the momtored battery fschemes' tested and ltsted vxa the manufacturcr S, compltance
to NFPA 72 sufﬁce PR L o

e

Question 6:
Section 3603.16.10 (5) states that fixed temperature heat detectors shall be installed in-

"% decordance with the requiremnents of Section 3603.16.4;:Does this'mean that as.of: March l 1998,

o *‘Answero’ i vy reebia s e wonadeit 1o

heat detectors are required in one- and two-family dwellings controlled by the requlrements of
Chapter 36 of the Sixth Edition of the Code‘7

. No. As of March 1, 1998 heat detectors are Stlll not regulred by Chapter 36 of the : ,1)gth Edltlon
of the Code as Section 3603.16.4 is currently “RESERVED?” , thus, at this time and until 780
CMR 3603 16. 4 is otherwrse amended heat detectors are not regulred by Chapter 36 of; the Sixth

’:‘“Questzon7 I T e i
Section3603. 16 13 requires that an existing:one=:or two-family: dwellmg be provided. w1th a
household fire wammg system for new construction when one or more sleeping rooms are added

: ‘ &y Wi "‘at constltutes a bedroorh under:this Sectlon’7 Py i

Answer 7: ‘
The State Board of Bu1ldmg Regulations and Standards (BBRS) asthe Agency promulgatmg the

(7. Massathusetts State Building Code, is the “AUTHORITY-HAVING -JURISDICTION”. (AHJ)

' ’ardtng ‘the’ mterpretatton ‘of regulations of the State Building Code:and has determined that it.
résponsibility of the building:owner or the agent of the: building ovner to:identify ahy new

-5 ot néwly créited Bedrooms or other space USES. If submitted iplans and/or-narratives that
describe the work intended identify such-new-additioris or newly created spaces as other than
bedrooms then Section 3603.16.13 does not apply (note that it is the “REGULATED
COMMUNITY” and not the “REGULATOR” who identifies, on plans and/or narratives;:
submitted as part of the building permit apphcatmn to the’Building Department,. ifa bedroom is

bemg added or created).

!'Note that although NFPA 72 1996 is tltled the “Nat1ona1 Fxre Alarm Code” NFPA 72 isa

national reference standard and where Massachusetts State Building Code regulations; exphcltly
v différ from the e ulrements set forth m the reference standard the requlrements of the State
Buxlding Code govern’ S : :

PLEASE ALSO REFER'TO! SKETCHES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES THAT
SUPPLEMENT ANSWER NO.3 ABOVE -




SKETCHES THAT SUPPLEMENT ANSWER NO: 3 -

Doorway lintel

N ‘ or “head” , e o ‘
Ceiling or wall ot
. walli Kitchen
mounted smoke : 7 S »
detector ; Lo :
' _ Bathroom
| doorway

ith the cexlmg—mounted or wall-mounted
.on the left.and the kitchen,or bathroom represented by the room

Section view of a
smoke detector (M) s}
onthe right.

If true length of “x” is Iess than or equal to twenty (20) feet, then.a photo electric smoke detector must
1inrbeutilized. The:true:length of. §x”. is the:actual distance,from the centerline of: the ceili nted or
e ,wall-mounted smoke detecto to th dgegqf d '

L X
Wall' mounted
smoke-detector

B—

X Kitch.eq

Ceiling mounted Bathroom 5
smoke detector T
"&boorway

. : S R S e R R Rt i A i : g
Plan view of a “two room” layout with either a ceiling-mounted or a wall-moiinted sifioke detector (M )
shown in the room to;,the.left and the kitchen or bathroom represented by the room on the right.




H
4

Ceiling or wall

mounted smoke
i 8
detector i

! - Near edge of

R

. RN .‘\\.\ .

A NANIIMNY
SHCH AR R

ERTNIEY

TR T R L R E:
M— —

plan” layout with the ceiling-mounted or wall-mounted G nn
ight.

L

Section view of an “open
- smoke detector (M) shown on the left and the kitchen represented to the r

RSN RS L EER %

Wall

mounted : 13
smoke :
detector : . :
- ; i

H kL

Ceiling mounted X
smoke detector

INY

Uy ~ Nearedge
 of appliance

L R ki

|

[ R

PR

TNRININNINY

f true lenigth,of 2" is Jess than or equal to twenty (20) feet, then a photo electric smoke detector must
be utilized. The true length of “x”"is the actual distince from the centerline of the ceiling-mounted or
wall-mounted smoke detector to the nearest edge of fixed, smoke-producing appliance. v
Bbrs\interp\49-98.00C- S i
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Building Inspector to have: at least five years of experience in
the supervision of building construction or design or in the
alternative a four year undergraduate degree in a field related
to building construction or design. ©. In addition, such person
shall have had a general knowledge of the quality and strength
of building materials; a general knowledge of the accepted
requirements for building construction, fire prevention, light,
ventilation, safe exits. ...

In 1992 the Legislature required that building officials be
certified by the BBRS in accordance with rules and
regulations promulgated by it. (G.L.c. 143,56 3)

The life-safety, structural safety, and other construction
regulations of the Building Code encompass a litany of
requirements including, but not limited to:

limitations on a building's height and area, building
construction type, ventilation, safe egress, fire resistive
construction, fire protection systems (fire suppression and
fire alarm systems), structural loading, flood-resistant
construction, safety glazing, mechanical equipment and HVAC
systems and energy conservation,

Municipalities should exercise caution when considering
proposed local by-laws that may, inadvertently, compete,
exceed or otherwise conflict with any provision of the Building
Code. In this regard, note that G.L. c. 40A, § 3, states:

No zoning ordinance or by-law shall regulate or restrict
the use of materials, or methods of construction of
structures regulated by the state building code.

To ensure that “building code-like” by-laws are not
adopted at the local level, the Attorney General reviews town
by-laws, in accordance with G.L. ¢c. 40, § 32, and G.L. ¢c. 40A,

§ 5, for conformity with the Building Code. While city

ordinances are not reviewed by the Attorney General, such
ordinances may not violate the Building Code. G.L. c. 40, §
32, last sentence.

Having a single, uniform, Building Code for the
Commonwealth ensures that the design, construction and
enforcement communities, as well as building and property
owners and managers, have both clear guidance on the life-
safety requirements expected in building:construction and a
guarantee of a “level playing field.” For these reasons alone,
the uniformity of the Building Code should be respected and
preserved.

Footnotes:

1 The Attorney General has disapproved several by-laws
recently that conflicted with the State Building Code. Flease
see the By-law Review section of this Newsletter. (EDITORS
NOTE: refers to the by law section of the Attorney General's
newsletter and not Codeword). Such conflicts have been the
source of a steady stream of disapprovals over the years. We

hope that this article, and the opportunity to call the State

Board of Building Regulations and Standards, will lessen the

number of by-laws requiring disapproval. This article does not

constitute an opinion of the Attorney General

2 5t.1972,¢. 802; now G.L. c. 143, § 94 (a).

3 Gl.c. 143,595

4 As amended by St. 1974, ¢. 541.

5 G.L. 143 § 3 was amended to provide for a combination of
experience and education for individual applicants.

SHOULD I USE 4-2x8's,3-2x10's or 2-2x12's?
For a given species and grade of lumber, which of the
sizes of visually graded, sawn, dimension lumber shown
below provides the greater strength in bending when
used as a beam? (ignore deflections).

R 2T Bl e e e LI D
Three = 2 X10%.:1ovevevreseeineiieseeeinon Q
TiWole2y 2ot = BRI Err il e st e b D

Check your answer on page 6

BBRS MEMBER PROFILE- TOM 6ATZUNIS, P.E.
This issue of Codeword profiles BBRS Tom Gatzunis,
PE. Tom was appointed to the BBRS as 'Building
Official from a Town"in 1997. Tom is currently employed
by the Town of Belmont as Building Commissioner and
Town Engineer. Tom algo serves the BBRS as a member
of the Building Code Appeals Board, Fire Prevention/Fire
Protection Advisory Committee and the Construction
Supervisor License Review Committee.

Tom graduated from the University of Lowell in 1983
with a2 B.Sc. in Civil Engineering and in 1968 earned the
qualification of Registered Professional Engineer (P.E.)

Tom is a member and former secretary of the
Massachusetts Municipal Engineers Association and a
member of the Massachusetts Building Commissioners
and lnspectors Association; the American Public Works
Association and The National Society of Professional
Engineers. Tom is a partner in a small remodeling and
general contracting company, which affords him the
unique opportunity of viewing building code issues from
both sides of the counter.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION ON PAGE 3
Strength in bending is dependent upon the allowable
stress in bending F, and the Section Modulus, 5. The
allowable strength in bending depends upon the species
and grade of lumber and the depth of the member
involved. The larger the section modulus the stronger
the member in bending. The value of F, however must
also be modified by a size factor C,, which depends upon
the depth of the lumber. (See the National Design
Specification For Wood Construction (NDS) section
4.3.2 listed in Appendix A of the Code). When using the
span tables in Chapter 36 of the code, the size factor
modifier is already built into the tables

For a rectangular bending member (b x d) the Section
Modulus, S, is given by;

b

- : L
X
Seclion through member

Member | b (in)* | d(in)® | 5. (in>) | Su(in?
Size actual | adjusted **
4-2x8's 6 75 56.25 67.5
3-2x10 | 45 | 925 | 6417 | 7059
2-2x12's D 1.25 ©3.28 63.25

ANSWER ~ 3-2 X 10's

Notes:

* Actual (net) dimensions

** Adjusted for size factor as required by section 4.3.2 of the
National Design Specification for Wood Construction (NDS-91
referenced in Appendix A).

Size factors are as follows:

e 2x12 multiply by 1.0
o 2x10 multiply by 1.1
e 2x&multiply by 12

In the next issue of Codeword - what about deflection ?

BUILDING OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION
REVOCATIONS

Following the first three year renewal period for
certification, the foliowing 3 building officials failed to
maintain their continuing education requirements as
required by 760 CMR R-7. A total of 45 hours of
continuing education credit per 3 years is required to
maintain certification as a building official. Followihg
public  hearings  the  certification  committee
recommended that the Board of Building Regulations
and Standards revoke their certifications as building
officials. -At a regular meeting of the BBRS on August
11, 1998 the BBRS voted, unanimously, to revoke the
certifications of the following building officials;

Name Town Certificate #
Steven Potash Lanesborough 92-11-270
Charles Powers Newbury 92-11-372
Amos Souza Acushnet 92-11-005

See the related articles in the January, April and July,
1988 editions of Codeword for other revocations.

For a listing of certified building officials visit the BBRS
web site @ http://www. state.ma.us/bbre

If you are interested in becoming certified as a building
official see section 105 and Regulation R-7 of the State
Building Code and the July 1998 issue of Codeword for
the required qualifications.

BBRS MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE
REMAINDER OF CALENDAR YEAR 1998

The BBRS meeting schedule for the remainder of
calendar year 1998 is as follows:

Meeting Location

Wellesley

Meeting Date
October 6, 1998
November 17,1998 | Boston ® PUBLIC HEARING
December 8,1998 | Wellesley

Notes:

(1) National Guard Armory, Minuteman Lane, Wellesley.
(2) One Ashburton Place, Boston.

All meetings are open to the public

To view the agenda visit the BBRS Web Page @
www.statema.us/bbre and click on "schedule of 1998
meetings and public hearings"

Page 6 Codeword
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HOSTING A
SEMINAR ON THE USE OF THE SPAN TABLES?
If you are a member of a builders’ group or other
professional organization; if you are a builder, building
official or a building materials supplier and are
interested in hosting a 2 hour seminar entitled “How to

Use the Span Tables', please contact Brian Gore, P.E.,
Technical Director at the BBRS (617) 727-7532 (x604)

The BBRS subsidizes this seminar and the cost is ten
dollars per person.

ENERGY CODE SOFTWARE TRAINING
FREE Training on MAScheck will be offered throughout
the state in October and November. The one-hour
sessions will give a complete introduction to the
software, and will also be an opportunity for current
users to have any questions answered. Diskettes and
User's Guides will be distributed. All sessions will run
from 9-10 a.m. at the sites listed below. Registration is
required, and can be made through the toll-free energy
code hotline at 1 - 800-669-7953.

Norwood Oct 13 | Eastham Nov 5
Hyannis Oct 14 | Stockbridge Nov ©
Phillipston Oct 15 | North Adams Nov 9
Wegthboro Oct. 20 | Westboro Nov 10
W. Springfield  Oct 21 | Wareham Nov 12
Greenfield Oct 22 | Fitchburg Nov 16
Danvers Oct 25 | Concord Nov 17
Taunton Nov4 | W. Bridgewater Nov 19

Download a copy of the free software and user guide
from the BBRS Web page @ www.state.ma.us/bbrs

ENERGY CODE ENFORCEMENT AUDIT BEGINS
As reported in the July 1998 issue of Codeword, an
audit of Building Department records relating to
Appendix J criteria (energy conservation requirements
for new construction of and additions to low-rise
residential buildings has now commenced. State
Building Inspectors are visiting all building departments
and auditing of building permit records to ensure that
Appendix J regulations are being enforced .

As noted in the July version of Codeword, it is critical
that both building officials and builders/designers abide
by all of the requirements of the State Building Code
(including energy conservation requirements) to assure

a “level playing field” for design, bid, construction and
state policy purposes. Without such a “level playing field”
those complying with mandated Code minimum
requirements, via the bid process, lose out to those who
choose not to comply - truly the worst of all regulatory
situations!

READER FEEDBACK

Section 3603.16.3 of the 6™ edition of the State
Building Code requires existing 1 and 2 family detached
dwellings be equipped throughout with a fire alarm
system which meets the code for new construction, if
any new bedrooms are added through addition or
renovation. Such a system requires the installation of
hard-wired interconnected smoke detectors in each
bedroom, in addition to other locations as required by
section 3603.16.10. In developing new provisions such
as this, the BBRS is required to consider cost
implications on the construction community. That task
becomes particularly onerous when costs are compared
to life safety improvements. At the code change public
hearings, much debate and testimony was centered on
this very issue. Massachusetts currently is the life
safety leader of any of the current "model" building
codes, in this, and most other fire safety regards.

The BBRS recently received a letter from Mr. Tony
Fatillo, the City of Northampton Building Commissioner
(the letter is reprinted below, in edited form);

September 8, 1995

Recently, the Northampton Fire Department called my
home at 11:45pm requesting my assistance at a single-
family dwelling structure fire in progress.

The building involved was an existing single family, single
story wood framed dwelling. The owner had recently applied
for a building permit to add a second floor, which included
the addition of a new bedroom. The building was being
occupied during the addition/renovation. Under this
circumstance the current sixth edition of the
Massachusette State Building Code requires that the
entire existing building smoke detection system be
upgraded to meet the requirements for new construction.
This was a difficult pill to swallow for the electrical
contractor at the building permit application stage where
he bemoaned the additional cost to the homeowner. The
system prior to the renovation comprised single station
(non-interconnected) battery operated smoke detectors.
The new eystem, which was operational at the time of the
fire, comprised of hard wired interconnected detectors in

October 12986
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each bedroom, outside of the sleeping areas and at the
stairways, as required by the building code.

In This Issue of
Codeword:

s BBRS Approves 30 Code Changes

e BBRS Re-affirms 3 Emergency Code Changes

s Uniformity of the Massachusetts State Building Code
e Shouldiuse4-2x8's,3-2x10s0r2-2x12'67

At the fire scene, the homeowner described to me how the
family went to bed for the evening leaving the clothes dryer
running. The family was awakened by the smoke detectors
system. The fire department arrived at the scene within 3
minutes of receiving the call and used only 8O gallons of
water to suppress the fire. More importantly everyone
escaped from the building unharmed. The scenario could
have been entirely different had the new smoke detector
system not been in place at the time of the fire. Damage ® BBRS Member Profile - Tom Gatzunis, P.E.

to the property could have been more extensive and worse, ®  Syhopsis of Latest Code Changes

lives could have been lost The cause of the fire was e Answer to Structural Question

determined to be due to ighition of lint, which had built-up e Certification of 3 Building Officials Revoked
BBRS Meeting Schedule for remainder of 19928

in the electric clothes dryer vent.

e Are You Interested in Hosting a Seminar?
The National Fire Frotection Association reports that ®  Energy Code Software Training
there were 65 fatalities in structure fires last year and e  Energy Code Enforcement Audit Begins
smoke detectors provide inexpensive insurance. So this is a5 Rl Fesriback ~Afth ony Patillo
to the Board of Building Regulations and Standards, you
got this right and it's the right thing for the citizens of Editor in Chief: Thomas L. Rogers
the Commonwealth. By the way, the homeowner thanked Supervising Editor Brian Gors, PE:
me that evening. Graphic Design & Layout: Brian Gore, P.E.
Subscriptions Accountant: Anne Marie Rose
Anthony Fatillo
Building Commissioner, City of Northampton
Codeword
Board of Building Regulations and Standards g
One Ashburton Place, Room 1201 =
Boston, MA. 02106 E
ERNEST WOJCIECHOWICZ }
STATE INSPECTOR '
1380 BAY ST = CERC BUILDING .
TAUNTON MA 02780 :
|
Page & Codeword October 1998

G2 BO Y2200
D i”tnu}‘”“.” I [ T R T




