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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

_____________________________

MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
400 Worcester Road Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Tel: 508-820-2000   Fax: 508-820-2030

Website: www.mass.gov/mema
Massachusetts SERC

Meeting Minutes

January 13, 2015
Attendees: Bruce Augusti (MEMA),  Mike Castro (MAHMT), James Devlin (MSP), Doug Forbes (MEMA), Paula Krumsiek (MEMA), John Magri (Metrowest REPC), Marc Nascarella (MDPH), Nick Child (DEP), Laurie Stewart (MCTA), Jeff Timperi (MEMA), David Ladd (DFS), Mikael Main (MEMA), Heather Tecce (MEMA), Sean O’Brien (Barnstable County REPC), Rick Reibstein (OTA)
I
Attendance was taken and a quorum was present.

II
The minutes from the October 14, 2014 meeting were distributed, reviewed, and accepted. 
III
2014-2015 HMEP Planning Grant Update





The SERC discussed a remaining balance of HMEP Planning funds which will expire 9/30/15. It was recommended to increase current contract awards for EPCs with the highest population and to provide funds (using the existing funding formula) to EPCs that were certified in January 2015.
IV
Tier II Manager System
The Tier II Manager System is now ‘live’. For the SERC in RY 2014, filers may use either the EPA’s Tier II Submit software or the Tier II Manager System for their reporting to the SERC. 








V
Proposed Ethanol Railroad Incident Response Planning
Jeff Timperi reported that MEMA will develop a comprehensive plan for responding to ethanol incidents on our rail systems. MEMA will form a project management team to guide this initiative and likely hire a full-time contractor and a vendor for this planning project. MEMA will include a SERC member on this PMT and updates will be provided during future SERC meetings.

VI
Crude Oil Release Response Guide
 Nick Child provided a status update on this initiative. A vendor has been hired and work is currently on-going. It is anticipated that this project will be completed in June. Additional updates will be provided during future SERC meetings.
VII
An Act Relative to Hazardous Materials Response
Dave Ladd provided an overview on the 12/16/14 change to MGL Chapter 21K Section 5, which may be found here: https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2014/Chapter391
.
VIII
NASTTPO Conference
Jeff Timperi attended the NASTTPO conference in Texas and provided an update to the SERC.  The next NASTTPO Conference will be in May 2015 in Maine.

IX
Region I Updates
Region I presented an application (Waltham for Re-Certification)
Northern Essex REPC: Northern Essex has changed leadership and is looking to rebuild membership in the group. They have discussed the possibility of running an exercise over the next few months to test current capabilities and identify gaps to work on. 

Mystic REPC: Mystic conducted an Ethanol spill exercise that had representation from 17 out of the 19 communities of Mystic. There were approximately 100 people representing Police, Fire, EMS, Public Health, Town Officials, etc. Lessons learned will go to improve the existing haz mat plan.
Greater Lowell REPC: Greater Lowell continues to collect the needed information to submit for certification. They are waiting on 1 or 2 communities to finish their paperwork to add to the group’s application. 

Metrowest REPC: Metrowest is working with the City of Natick and the Natick Mall to conduct an active shooter exercise at the Mall in a 3 phase approach. The Tabletop will be in May of this year, the functional in September of this year, and the full scale exercise in June of 2016. 
North Middlesex REPC: no updates to report.  
Cambridge LEPC: no updates to report.
Boston LEPC: no updates to report.
Region II Updates
Region II presented applications from the following towns (Wellesley for Full Certification, and
Rehoboth for Start-Up Certification)
The Martha’s Vineyard REPC hopes to add the Town of Oak Bluffs to their REPC.  Once Oak Bluffs is a member, all the communities in Dukes County will be part of the same REPC.
The Greater Attleboro REPC is working on Full Certification.  The REPC completed a very successful tabletop exercise with support from the EPA.

The South Coast REPC and the Southeast Norfolk REPC are working on Full Certification.
The Town of Cohasett has almost completed their application for full Certification.
The Town of Randolph is working on Start-up Certification.
Region III and IV Updates
There are several regional groups working toward recertification.  Northern & Southern Berkshire, and the Quaboag REPC.
 

Blackstone REPC should have an application by October 2015; Leicester and Auburn should have applications by April; Tri Epic and Sturbridge should have applications by July.
X
Review of By-Laws
The SERC members reviewed the draft revision of the By-Laws. All comments will be incorporated into a future draft for group review.  
XI
Liaison Committee







Applications for Approval at January 2015 SERC meeting:
1. Rehoboth – Start Up
2. Waltham – Re-Certification

3. Wellesley – Full Certification

Chief Magri made a motion to accept the applications; Sean O’Brien seconded. This motion was passed.
NEXT MEETING DATE

April 7, 2015, 10am-12noon; MEMA Headquarters

ADJOURNMENT  
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