Massachusetts Executive-level Traffic Records Coordinating Committee 


Massachusetts Executive-Level Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (METRCC) Meeting Minutes
	Date/Time
	Thursday, November 14, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

	Chair
	Curtis Wood, Undersecretary of Forensic Science and Technology for the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS)

	Participants
	Neil Boudreau, Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT), Highway Division
Erin Deveney, Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)
Captain Robert Favuzza, Massachusetts State Police (MSP)
Bob Frey, MassDOT, Office for Transportation Planning

Lt. Daniel Griffin, MSP

	Richard Hill, Merit Rating Board
Caroline Hymoff, EOPSS/Highway Safety Division (HSD)

Lt. Andrew Klane, MSP

Charlene Oakley, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

Promise Otaluka, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Barbara Rizzuti, EOPSS/HSD 

Pamela Stephenson, FHWA

	Location
	Ashburton Café Conference Room, One Ashburton Place, Boston

	Meeting Objectives
	· Review of the Open Meeting Law 

· Request support during the 2014 Traffic Records Assessment

· Review recent recommendations from the Crash Data Improvement Program (CDIP)

· Establish the vision of the METRCC for 2014




Meeting Summary
Welcome and Introductions

Undersecretary Curtis Wood welcomed the attendees and everyone introduced themselves. Undersecretary Wood mentioned that one of the goals of this meeting was to decide how to move traffic records forward. He then provided an update on the Motor Vehicle Automated Citation and Crash System (MACCS) and mentioned that the Lowell Police Department and Massachusetts State Police are participating in the pilot testing of electronic citations. Additional pilot tests will be conducted once some of the issues with the current pilot tests are resolved. He also mentioned that a crash reporting module has been presented to the pilot communities, but there is some work that needs to be done before it can be used. Undersecretary Wood said that he is committed to working with agencies on MACCS to ensure Massachusetts is getting the data it needs. 
                                                                                                                                                                        Open Meeting Law
Barbara Rizzuti explained that this committee is a public body and must follow the Open Meeting Law. She said that she will email additional information to committee members and everyone must sign a document stating that they have received documents explaining the law and its requirements. 
                                                                                                                                                                                 2014 Traffic Records Assessment
Barbara Rizzuti notified the committee that Massachusetts will be participating in a Traffic Records Assessment beginning in January 2014. She mentioned that the assessment is required by NHTSA in order to receive traffic records funding. She explained that this assessment will be different from the 2009 assessment when a team came to Massachusetts for a week to conduct interviews with traffic records stakeholders. The 2014 assessment will be conducted electronically and will be a three month process. Barbara Rizzuti told the committee that she will be working with members of the working-level Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC) throughout the assessment process to help the assessment team answer any questions they have about Massachusetts traffic records systems. 
                                                                                                                  Recommendations from the 2013 CDIP
Neil Boudreau told the committee that Massachusetts participated in a Crash Data Improvement Program (CDIP), which was sponsored by FHWA and NHTSA. A Technical Assistance Team conducted a comprehensive data quality assessment of Massachusetts crash data from September 30 - October 2 and recommended measures for improvement. Neil Boudreau briefly summarized the recommendations matrix and asked the committee to review the document that was previously provided in an email and indicate which agency’s purview each recommendation would fall under and whether or not the agency intends to implement the recommendation. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Open discussion to establish the vision of the METRCC for 2014
It was mentioned that the underreporting of motor vehicle crashes by police departments has been a big issue. The possibility of not providing grant funding to communities who underreport their crashes was discussed. The RMV will put together a list of communities that are underreporting crashes and send it to the METRCC. 
Undersecretary Wood said that highway safety is a priority of EOPSS and he is committed to working with MassDOT and other agencies to encourage law enforcement to report crashes to the RMV. He said that the MACCS will hopefully eliminate some of the reporting issues faced by communities. There was discussion about putting together a one-pager for community leaders to notify them that the federal government requires this type of information and if they refuse to comply, federal funding may be in jeopardy. 

The status of the law enforcement liaison (LEL) position posted by EOPSS/HSD was discussed. Caroline Hymoff said that she is working on this and is hoping to have someone in place next year. She also mentioned that one of the tasks could be to encourage departments to submit crash reports. 
Meeting adjourned. 

Next Steps
	Responsible Office/

Person
	Task

	Barbara Rizzuti
	Provide additional guidance about the Open Meeting Law.

	MassDOT/RMV
	Provide Barbara Rizzuti (Barbara.Rizzuti@state.ma.us) with a                           list of communities who are underreporting crashes to the RMV               and she will send it to the committee.


	All METRCC Agencies
	Provide a list of ideas that would encourage crash reporting by law enforcement. Barbara Rizzuti will combine all of the
ideas for discussion at the next METRCC meeting in 2014. 

	EOPSS/HSD
	Schedule next meeting.
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