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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee 
Executive Subcommittee  
October 26, 2015 
2:30pm – 4:30pm 
EOPSS, Transportation Building 
 
Minutes 
 
Agenda 

1. Approve minutes 
2. Report on Legislative Hearings  
3. Discussion re Social Media Accounts   
4. DYS Leadership Series Proposal  
5. JJAC Membership Recruitment 
6. Discussion of JJAC Meeting Agenda Items 
7. Discussion on Annual Report Design and Content 
8. Updates: 

a. Court Holding Facilities 
b. Diversion Study and Suffolk County Project 
c. Police TOT and Next Steps 
d. JJDPA Re-authorization 

9. Status of Work Plan Items 
10. Other Business? 

 
JJAC Attendance: Robert Gittens, Chair; Cecely Reardon, Vice Chair; Mark Booher, Wes Cotter, Kim 

Larson (by phone) 

EOPSS/Other Attendance: Andrew Polk, Ednei Furtado, Angela Davis, Alisa Yang 

Handouts: Agenda, Minutes, Work Plan, DYS Proposal, Fiscal Report 

The subcommittee approved the minutes of the August 25, 2015 Executive Subcommittee 

meeting. 

The subcommittee discussed the potential use of social media, specifically Facebook, by the 

JJAC and EOPSS staff.  Use could involve: posting meeting and event dates of the JJAC or other 

juvenile justice initiatives; posting studies and reports to educate stakeholders and the public 

on specific issues; posting links to relevant sites; posting descriptions of evidence-based 

practices, etc. It is uncertain as to what parameters exist for the JJAC (with staffing from EOPSS) 

to use Facebook. EOPSS staff will seek clarification from the upper management of EOPSS. One 

question is whether content would have to be approved by EOPSS or the Governor’s Office 

prior to it being posted. 
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The subcommittee discussed the DYS proposal for funds to implement a second leadership 

training series similar to the first. The proposal calls for training and conducting strategic 

planning involving leadership from an array of juvenile justice agencies and stakeholders in the 

Commonwealth. Training segments by experts in the field would include topics such as positive 

youth development and the adolescent brain. The subcommittee believes that this would likely 

be a worthwhile investment of its SAG allocation from the Formula Grant funds and decided it 

should be presented and voted on at the next JJAC meeting as something to be co-sponsored 

by the JJAC. 

Chair Bob Gittens and Dr. Kimberly Larson updated the subcommittee on legislative testimony 

they provided on behalf of the JJAC to the Judiciary Committee. The testimony concerned three 

issues: juvenile competence to stand trial, juvenile record expungement and juvenile justice 

data collection. They stated that the testimony went well. At the time of this meeting the bills 

were still in committee.  

There was a brief discussion of JJAC membership issues and the required membership 

categories that need to be filled, such as youth members and a locally-elected official. Alisa 

Yang who attended the meeting will qualify as a youth member should she be appointed. The 

subcommittee discussed the possibility that there may be more leeway for judges to sit on the 

committee as they had in the past until the State Ethics Commission required them to resign 

due to strict interpretations of the rules. 

The subcommittee discussed items to add to the agenda for the November 6, 2015 JJAC 

meeting. The subcommittee will reach out to the Commonwealth’s new Child Advocate, 

recently appointed by the Governor, to participate in the January JJAC meeting. In addition, DYS 

staff will be invited to the January meeting to discuss DYS’s treatment services.  

Ednei Furtado updated the subcommittee on the status of the court holding facilities project. 

One member suggested that the Commissioner of DCAMM be invited to a meeting in order for 

the JJAC to continue to stress the urgency of the matter. Chair Gittens will invite the 

Commissioner to the next meeting. EOPSS staff will encourage the EOTC and DCAMM to create 

a schedule of the when various aspects of the plans and remedies to the facilities will be 

completed. 

Andrew Polk provided an updates on: the Effective Police Interactions with Youth Training of 

Trainers that took place in the summer; the continuing problems with MassCourts and 

DataMart, and the upcoming Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice Leadership Forum. 

 

 


