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Minutes of the Massachusetts Traffic Records                            Coordinating Committee (TRCC) Meeting –August 30, 2011
TRCC Meeting Logistics
	Meeting
	Massachusetts Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC)

	Date/Time
	Tuesday, August 30, 2011, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

	Sponsor
	Highway Safety Division (HSD), Office of Grants and Research (OGR), Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS)

	Facilitator
	Sheila Burgess, Director, EOPSS/HSD

	Participants
	Sheila Burgess, EOPSS/HSD
Richard Conard, Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT)/Highway Division
Mario Damiata, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

David Dinocco, MassDOT
Derryl Dion, Department of Fire Services (DFS)
Ridgely Ficks, Department of Public Health  (DPH)
Ray Guarino,  Old Colony Planning Council

Sylvia Hobbs, DPH
Beth Hume, DPH

	Kathy Jacob, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)/Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS)
Maureen Kelly, MPO/CTPS

Lance Lawson, Mansfield Police Department
Filomena Lupo, EOPSS/Office of Technology and Information Services (OTIS), Massachusetts State Police (MSP)
Charlene Oakley, NHTSA
Jacqueline Philyaw, Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)
Bonnie Polin, MassDOT

Jean Pontikas, DPH

Sheila Remondi, DPH
Barbara Rizzuti, EOPSS/HSD


	Location
	State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA, Conference Rooms 1,2, & 3

	Agenda
	Agenda

· Public Records Law Presentation (10:00a.m. – 12:00p.m)

· Brief introductions by TRCC members 

· Review/approval of May 18, 2011 minutes 

· 2011 Traffic Records Forum and Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria (MMUCC) Guideline Expert Panel                             

· Project Progress Reports

· Sylvia Hobbs and Abdullah Rehayem, Department of Public Health: Massachusetts Ambulance Trip Record Information System (MATRIS) and Trauma Registry

· Breakdown of TRCC funds

· Discussion of how the number of crashes for 2009 should be reported since operator reports were not included in the crash data system 
· Other business/upcoming events                                                                                                               

· Next meeting: To be determined
· Adjourn
                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	Next Meeting
	    TBD


Meeting Summary
Public Records Law Presentation
Attorney Shawn Williams, Assistant Director of Public Records for the Secretary of the Commonwealth, gave a presentation on the Massachusetts Public Records Law. The guide that was given to all of the attendees can be found at http://www.sec.state.ma.us/pre/prepdf/guide.pdf .
Welcome and Introductions
Sheila Burgess welcomed all of the attendees. 
Review/approval of May 18, 2011 minutes 

Richard Conard made a motion to accept the minutes. Kathy Jacob seconded the motion. The minutes from May 18, 2011 were approved. 

2011 Traffic Records Forum and Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria (MMUCC) Guideline Expert Panel                             

Barbara Rizzuti said that the presentations during the Traffic Records Forum provided a lot of helpful information. She said that she provided a demonstration of the Massachusetts Traffic Records Analysis Center (MassTRAC) during one of the workshops and many of the attendees seemed interested in the application. She then provided the attendees with  a website that contains the presentations and some audio recordings from the Forum (http://www.trafficrecordsforum.org/ ).
Sylvia Hobbs said that she provided a presentation on polytraumatic injuries in Massachusetts crash victims.  She mentioned that there was a debate in her session regarding how Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES) data is rated. 
Mario Damiata also had the opportunity to attend the Forum and said that attendance was down from previous years. He said that the presentations by Connecticut were a big hit and that Massachusetts may want to consider having a panel next year to discuss some 
of our projects. He also said that the Traffic Records Improvement Program Reporting System (TRIPRS) is in the process of being updated to be more user-friendly and the white paper on performance measurements has just been released. 
Project Progress Reports
Sheila Burgess said that the RMV’s has decided not to move forward with the E-Submission Project, but they will be starting the Scanning Solution for Police Crash Reports soon.  She noted that the unused funding from the E-Submission Project will be sent back to EOPSS/HSD. Sheila Burgess noted that EOPSS/HSD received $500,000 from NHTSA for Section 408. She said that her recommendation will be to fully award MassDOT’s Improving Crash Data System Location Data Entry/Validation Tables and Inclusion of Police Incident Number in Crash Data Project and Danvers Police Department’s Automated Traffic Crash Reporting with GPS Location Identification Project and partially fund DPH’s Massachusetts Strategic Deployment of New Statewide Trauma Quality Improvement Utilizing Population-based Highway Safety Information Systems project.  Sheila Burgess stated that MassDOT’s project is a multi-year project, but she doesn’t want to assume EOPSS/HSD will receive additional Section 408 funding next year. Mario Damiata said that he would not advise EOPSS/HSD to make multi-year commitments and only operate on funds we currently have. 

Sheila Burgess mentioned that some of the Section 408 funding will be used for data storage for CODES and the Electronic Data Capture and Exchange Project. She also said that NHTSA is unable to provide funding for CODES and that she will be sending a letter to members of the TRCC to see if CODES is a priority. Sylvia Hobbs said that she thinks CODES is important, but DPH is able to conduct deterministic linkages rather than probabilistic linkages. 
Sheila said that Barbara Rizzuti will set up a meeting with EOPSS/HSD, NHTSA, the RMV, the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy, DPH and UMassSAFE to discuss how to move forward with CODES so that we are not duplicating efforts. 

Jerry O’Keefe asked if Sheila Burgess knew how much funding would be available for DPH’s Section 408 project, but Sheila said that she didn’t know the exact amount yet.  Sheila Burgess said that she has a meeting with Undersecretary Curt Wood to discuss the awarding of Section 408 projects and whether or not there needs to be a Massachusetts Executive-Level Traffic Records Coordinating Committee meeting to discuss funding. Barbara Rizzuti noted that the Southeastern EMS Council withdrew their application for Section 408 funding. 
Mario Damiata said that DPH should also be looking at other sources of funding because Section 408 funding is intended to be seed money.  Sheila Burgess also noted that we have to consider proportionate funding for this project since we don’t have anything from NHTSA that says proportionate funding doesn’t apply to these types of projects. 
Sylvia Hobbs gave a brief update on the Massachusetts Ambulance Trip Record Information System (MATRIS) and Trauma Registry.  She said that approximately 200 emergency medical services are submitting reports.  Laptops have also been distributed to ambulance services. A trauma research camp will be taking place in Massachusetts on November 18th. 
Breakdown of TRCC funds

Barbara Rizzuti provided a spreadsheet (attached) detailing how much money has been expended on Section 408 projects to date. She told the attendees that they could contact her with any questions or concerns. 
Discussion of how the number of crashes for 2009 should be reported since operator reports were not included in the crash data system 

                                                                                                                                                                   Sheila Burgess said that Richard Conard provided a portion of a document (attached) that the MassDOT Highway Division distributes to all people who receive crash data files from them to explain to them this issue of fewer operator reports that have been entered in the crash data system in recent years because users that are unaware of this issue are likely to reach unfounded conclusions when comparing crash data over time. Richard Conard said that caveats to the data should be provided so that data is not misinterpreted. 
Sheila Burgess said that as a result of the Electronic Data Capture and Exchange Project, it may look as if the number of crashes is increasing, when in reality there will be a more accurate picture of the crash problems. Richard Conard said that electronic reporting isn’t as helpful as once thought. There is something wrong with the system and sometimes the RMV doesn’t receive some crash reports from departments. He said that there should be a constant monitoring of the system. Bonnie Polin said that issues like this should be looked into before the Electronic Data Capture System is finalized. 
Other business/upcoming events
Barbara Rizzuti said that she is working with MassDOT to conduct regional police meetings to explain how their agencies use crash data. During these meetings, departments will have an opportunity to ask questions and explain some of their reporting difficulties. 
Bonnie Polin said that the fatality information for 2009 in the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) does not match the information she has. Mario Damiata said that the 2009 data on the FARS website will be finalized in early 2012. Jacqueline Philyaw said that she is still having trouble getting fatality information. Sylvia Hobbs said that she will send Jacqueline Philyaw an application to complete so that she can get the fatality information that DPH has. 
Sheila Burgess reminded the attendees that she will follow up with Undersecretary Curt Wood regarding how Section 408 projects will be funded and whether or not a Massachusetts Executive-Level Traffic Records Coordinating Committee meeting is necessary.
Adjourn
Meeting adjourned. 
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