Manufactured Homes Commission
Tuesday, April 15, 2014
Chicopee Public Library
Chicopee, MA 01013

· Meeting was called to order at 10:35 AM by Chairperson Sandy Overlook. 

· Commissioners in attendance were: Sandra Overlock Chairperson, Jeffrey Hallahan, Sherri Sore and Carl Zack. Ex-Officio Members in attendance: David Monahan, Attorney General’s Office (AGO), Deputy Undersecretary Arthur Jemison, from Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and W. Karl McLaurin (DHCD). A full list of attendees is attached to the minutes.
  
· The minutes of the previous meeting were voted, approved and accepted.

· Correspondence received by the Commission. 
1. Phone inquiry by Mr. Kenneth Collins from Boston Post Road Mobile Home Park. His inquiry is about management generated forms about his income verification. Wanted to know if this was legal since he was never asked for the information before, because he thought they may want to remove him from the park. Sandy provided the AGO phone number to get the Guide and referred him to the section on residency. He has not contacted the Commission since.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. Phone inquiry by Ms. Shelly Hutch, Brookside Mobile Home Park, tenant manager. Can they apply for 55+ housing status and this request was forwarded to HUD.
                                                                        
· Presentations 
1. Maureen Carol from Cooperative Development Institute (CDI) spoke about their programs. They assist individuals and small owner businesses to form cooperatives. In 2006, Resident Owned Communities (ROC USA) was formed and CDI became a certified technical assistance advisor under ROC. Through ROC/CDI manufactured home owners who wish to purchase the land under their homes can learn how to form their own cooperative. The model that ROC/CDI uses is a proven success, with over 100 co-ops.
2. Steve Chase owner of Fuel Services of South Hadley and Director of the Propane Gas Association. The Commission asked a representative from the Association to speak at a meeting concerning fluxes in natural gas prices. Changes have occurred in distribution and because of the Jones Act it is cheaper to import fuel from the Middle East than use our own natural resources. But this year because of severe winter conditions, a company like Steve’s, had to travel to other states to get fuel for their customers causing spikes in cost. But there was enough propane for this year. The price has now fallen back to normal levels. One way to keep costs down is allow more propane storage tanks to be built.  
	The Commission has received numerous requests about converting from oil heat to propane. Steve explained that outside oil tanks can corrode and that the oil company becomes libel for any accidents if they fill the privately owned tank. He also explained that propane is a safer fuel alternative and the fuel company can own the propane tank, thereby assuming the liability, since safety checks are required with each fill-up.  Insurance to the home owner is not relevant since the tank is company owned. 
	Questions were opened to the floor. From the floor a question was raised about used tanks being installed by the landlord. Steve’s responded that any time a tank is installed permits have to be pulled. Then the legality of the situation was addressed by the AGO. If permits are not pulled, call the local fire department. Pricing cannot be “set” by the oil and propane companies as it could be construed as collusion.
	Another question concerned pricing structures and Steve replied that his company does not have a tiered structure but others do. Individual companies determine their own pricing structure.

· Old Business:
1. Senate Bill #1992 (Alternative Dispute Resolution Bill) is still in the Ethics & Rules Committee
2. Colonial Estates Park owners still trying to buy park, but now going to trail over the 51% needed to buy the park, on May 20, 2014
3. Water sub-metering bill still in Senate. An informal meeting between owners and residents to try and get one unified bill to present to the Senate, might get some forward movement in the State House 
4. By-law change still to discuss. A previous motion was made to investigate the ability of the Commission to change the quarterly meeting dates. Still be looked at by counsel
5. Conference call(s) may  not be flexible –  counsel will report back
6. Announcements of meetings to be more coordinated between Commissioner Sore and Karl McLaurin
· New Business
1. Benjamin Meshoulam, from AGO, provided an update on pending legislation which will affect MH parks which will affect MH parks
· Public Forum
1. Bill Donnelly from Wales Village wants to complain about new landlord bringing in “bad” homes with no inspections. Finds that there are no lawyers who want to help resolve the issue about how these parks are not up to code. What can he do when the local inspectors are not doing their job? The 3 parks are: Meadowbrook Acres, Brimfield, Evergreen Mobile Park, Warren, Heritage Mobile, Warren. Andrew Shealy, AGO,  can assist. 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:30.
The next meeting is in Pittsfield on July 15, 2014.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully submitted, 
Sherri Sore, Secretary
