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Manufactured Homes Commission
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 573-1400
Minutes at Plymouth, MA

July10, 2008

Meeting called to order at 10:30 am.
Meeting Attendees:
Members:


Present
Chair, Pat MacDonald:
Y
David G. Piper, Jr. 

Y

Edward D. Currie, Sr.

Y

Scott Fiske:


Y

Legislative Representatives:

Hon. Susan Gifford:

N

Hon. Christopher Donelan:
N
Hon. Stephen LeDuc:

N

Ex-Officio Members:

Teresa Walsh, AAG:              Y

Timothy Solomon, Counsel:
N
Coordinator:

Maureen O’Rourke, DHCD:
Y

Minutes: 
May minutes approved as written.

Correspondence:

Ms. O’Rourke received an e-mail from Patrick Pinkson-Burke of RCAP Solutions explaining that RCAP has decided it will no longer finance their program to help parks for sale become COOP’s. He also stated that although he was no longer employed by RCAP he would be willing to provide assistance to residents if possible.
All local Boards of Health were invited to the commission meeting, none were in attendance. 
Old Business:  

Ms. O’Rourke reported that 105 of 351 towns (30%) have Manufactured Housing Communities according to the survey and that 251 MH communities have been recognized as a result. This information will be available online at the DHCD’s web site.  
Attorney General’s office is still investigating the property tax assessment issue in Chelmsford.
New Business:  
Mr. Cheever from the Easton MHP stated he thought that many residents didn’t know if their homes were tied down to prevent damage in the event of a hurricane. He also asked his park owner to remove a pine tree in his back yard that he felt would restrict his ability to leave his home in case of a fire. 
Mr. Walsh the President of the residents association said that he had seen a list of 29 trees that were to be removed or pruned in the park.

Mr. Currie stated that he was having a problem with residents that were moving into housing for the elderly and were unable to pay the parks lot fees while trying to sell their homes and this was going to force park owners to evict them possibly losing their investment. 

Next year’s meeting dates to be decided at the September meeting. 

Public Forum: 
Mr. Crowley, a resident of the Old Chatham Road seasonal MHP (formerly known as Airline Mobile Home Park), asked if the commission should be protected by Chapter 140 and 940 CMR regulations.  A.A.G. Walsh will contact the residents to further investigate the parks status. 

Ms. Linda Myers-Brown a resident of the Easton MHP stated she thought the park owner may be trying to sell the park without notifying the residents. She would try to contact Patrick Pinkson-Burke.  

Mr. Walsh, Association President, was not aware of any plan to sell the Easton park.

Ms. Beth Blair, Easton MHP resident, wants a fence installed between her home and the road in front of her property claiming that she had health problems as a result of the fumes. She also stated that sewer had backed up into her bathtub, she had not had a plumber investigate this because of a lack of funds but felt the park owner should be responsible. She has also stated she complained to the Attorney General’s Office as well as the local Board of Health and received no help. 
Ms. Cleveland, Vice President of the residents association, defended the park owner stating that their on site manager was responsive to any calls but he has had a lot of trouble with the first two rows of homes in the park as the residents were flushing items such as kitty litter and large paper towels down their toilets causing the pipes to become clogged. 
Mr. Currie stated that residents had to be mindful of what they flushed down their toilets as the pipes are easily clogged. 

Mr. John Perry, a resident of The Town and Country MHP in Kingston, said that it is a good idea for residents to have the pipes and duct work under their homes checked by a professional each fall. 
Mr. Pinato, a resident of Town and Country MHP in Kingston, asked if park owners are required to submit new rules to the Attorney General’s Office for approval and he questioned if a towns rules had priority over a MHP rules. 

A.A.G. Walsh stated that new rules needed to be approved by the A.G. as well as the DHCD.

Mr. Piper stated that the park could have more restricted rules than the town and would be enforceable

Mr. Philip Vary, a resident of the Swift’s Beach MHP in Wareham, asked how long it should take to post new rules and regulations if the DHCD was protesting them.  A.A.G. Walsh informed him it can be a long process when they are forced to negotiate.  

Meeting adjourned: 12:00 am 

___________________________
Recording Secretary

David G. Piper, Jr. 
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Commission Members:  Patricia M. MacDonald, Chair; Edward D. Currie, Sr.; David G. Piper, Jr.; Scott Fiske
Legislative Representatives:  Hon. Susan Gifford; Hon. Christopher Donelan

Ex-Officio Members:  The Massachusetts Attorney General; Undersecretary of the Department of Housing & Community Development


