Massachusetts Manufactured Homes Commission

Minutes at Williamstown, MA

October 16, 2007
Meeting called to order at 10:30 am.
Present: Chairperson; Patricia MacDonald, Commissioners; Ed Currie, Scott Fiske, Recording Secretary; David Piper, Jr., DHCD Coordinators; Kathy Krasco, Maureen O’Rourke, Tim Solomon, Esq. Department of Housing and Community Development and State Representative Christopher Donelan.  

Minutes: 
August minutes approved as amended.

September summary approved as written. 

Correspondence:

Rep. Donelan’s letter to the Attorney Generals office was discussed. Ms. O’Rourke said Mr. Gidley the owner of Leisure Woods Estates in Orange was asked to attend the Williamstown meeting but no response was received. Mr. Currie stated the Commission should have the authority to enforce violations. Rep. Donelan said there is a pending court action against Mr. Gidley the owner of the park in question by the MCAD. He also recommended other park owners should contact Mr. Gidley to try and reason with him before the whole industry is penalized for his actions. Mr. Currie and Mr. Piper said they would try to contact the park owner. It was also suggested that residents escrow rents until owners comply with the law. Rep. Donelan will contact the local Board of Health and ask them to also enforce regulations against park owner.
Motion made and approved to send letter to the Orange Board of Health requesting they take action against the park owner as well.
A similar complaint was reviewed from a resident in Mr. Gidley’s Swifts Beach Park in Wareham as well. A motion made and approved for Mr. Piper to contact Rep. Gifford suggesting she contact Director Sullivan at MCAD to include this complaint in his court action against Mr. Gidley.

A package of information was received from Mr. Mederios of the Westbridge Landing Community in West Bridgewater. A motion made and approved for Mr. Piper to inspect the site and draft a letter to all concerned.
Mr. Solomon received a complaint from a resident of a cooperative community that has decided to become a 55- plus community prohibiting the resident from selling his home to a younger couple. No action was taken.
Old Business:

Statewide Park Survey should be mailed out by the end of October.

Motion made and approved to accept the Commissions’ “Mission statement” as amended.

Motion made and approved to accept the Commissions’ “By-laws” with amendments to article 5 and 8.

Motion made and approved to accept the Commissions “Annual Report.”
New Business: 
Arbor Park in Westfield park owner Jim Burati inquired as to why his residents are not entitled to receive grants to replace their faulty oil tanks. Ms. Krasco quoted an opinion of former AAG Donna Palomino that the residents where not responsible for the tanks. This subject was tabled until the next meeting.   
Public Forum: 
Stuart Marshall of Orange thanked the commission for its assistance. 

Mr. Norton of the Massachusetts Manufactured Housing Association pointed out HB 1293 that would entitle a resident to a $1,500.00 tax credit for oil tank replacement.
Mr. Currie thanked Rep. Donelen for participating in the commissions meeting. 
Meeting adjourned: 12:30pm 

___________________________

Recording Secretary

David G. Piper, Jr. 

October 23, 2007
