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Narrative
The Town of Ashby is a small rural community with a friendly atmosphere,   

located in the north central section of Massachusetts.  It is a residential

community that retains many of the farms and orchards that have enhanced   

the residents' pride in its beauty.  The town is also home of the Willard  

Brook State Park, which provides recreational activities for town          

residents, as well as those from throughout the State that come to enjoy   

its offerings.                                                             

The town is also prideful of its rich and varied history.  From            

pre-colonial times to the Revolutionary War, Ashby played an instrumental  

role in the formation of the Colony and Independence.  The town's historic 

burial grounds provide testimony to this.  In the pre-Civil War era, the   

town was a station on the Underground Railway for slaves going to Canada.  

The twentieth century saw the development of mills, and service in two     

World Wars to Desert Storm.                                                

Throughout it all, the character and pride of the town has grown, leading  

to a high degree of community spirit and service.                          

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

North central Massachusetts, bordered by New Ipswich and Mason, New Hampshire,  

on the north; Townsend on the east; Lunenburg and Fitchburg on the southeast and

south; and Ashburnham on the west. Ashby is 8 miles north of Fitchburg, 32 miles

north of Worcester, and 49 miles northwest of Boston. 

Total Area: 24.17 sq. miles 

Land Area: 23.80 sq. miles 

Population: 2,717 

Density: 114 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Clinton Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....23.4°F  

   Normal temperature in July........71.3°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......47.0"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Ashby, Ashburnham                                                               

Regional Planning Agency
   Montachusett                                                

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Fitchburg-Leominster            
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (978) 386-2427

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1767  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 1,604 


Democrats 232 14.5 % Republicans 203 12.7 % Other parties 1 0.1 % Unenrolled Voters 1,168 72.8 % 

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:        0    

   Conventional Federal:      0

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:               0    

   Federal (Section 8):       0            
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Department of Education School District Profile, 1997-1998 

School Directory
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   The principal highway is State Route 2, the old Mohawk Trail, which runs   

   across northern Massachusetts. State Route 140 and Interstate 190 connect  

   the region to Worcester. The Springfield Terminal Railway line (the former 

   Boston and Maine Railroad) parallels Route 2 and provides access to the    

   network of intermodal facilities serving central and eastern Massachusetts.

Major Highways
   Principal highways are State Route 31, which runs N-S, and State Route 119,

   which runs E-W across the town.                                            

Rail 

   Commuter rail service to North Station, Boston, is available in neighboring

   Fitchburg (travel time 85-94 min.; no MBTA parking). There is no freight   

   rail service in Ashby, but the network of intermodal facilties serving     

   Eastern Massachusetts is easily accessible.                                

Bus 

   Ashby is a member of the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MRTA) but

   does not receive services.                                                 

Other 

   The Fitchburg Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is      

   easily accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 4,511' and 3,502' long.        

   Instrument approaches available:  Non-Precision.                           

Commuting to Work (Means of Transportation to Work, Travel Time) U.S. Census Bureau Tables LAND USE CLASSIFICATION
* (Office of Environmental Affairs 1985) 
                               Acres

    Residential                   783      5.1%

    Commercial                     29      0.2%

    Industrial                      3      0.0%

    Transportation                  3      0.0%

    Agriculture                 1,186      7.7%

    Urban Open Land                35      0.2%

    Recreation                     82      0.5%

    Water                         255      1.7%

    Other                      13,029     84.6%

* Cape Cod communities updated 1992

ZONING REGULATIONS
(Supplied by community 1993)
                               Single     Two       Multi

                               Family   Family     Family

    Minimum lot size (sf)      40,000   n/a        n/a                      

    Minimum lot width

    or frontage (ft)           100      n/a        n/a     

GROWTH MANAGEMENT
(Supplied by community 1993)
    Comprehensive Plans                     No  

    Rent Control                            No  

    Condominium Controls                    No  

    Groundwater Protection                  No  

    Subdivision Control Laws                Yes 

    Site Plan Approval Required             No  

    Other Growth Limits                     No  
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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