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Narrative
Hanson is a rural pastoral community incorporated in 1820.  Residents of   

the town established a preserve for the native population of the area on   

100 acres of land in 1662 when they purchased the land on which the town is

situated.  Early settlers farmed and lumbered, setting up the first saw    

mill in 1695 on the Indian Head Brook near the present town hall.  There   

were some early 19th century textile mills in Hanson, as well as shoemakers

and lumber mills.  Lumbering, making shingles and the cranberry industry   

dominated the town's economy in the 19th century.  In 1912, a huge         

cranberry packing house was built in Hanson.  This, with many later        

additions, eventually became the national Ocean Spray Corporation.  By 1915

there were 21 cranberry growers and 20 poultry farms in a community which  

has to this day remained significantly agricultural.                       

The town was named for Alexander Conte Hanson, a Maryland newspaper        

publisher who upheld the rights of a free press in the early 1800's when he

defended his right to condemn the War of 1812.  But Hanson, residents say, 

is much quieter and more peaceful than its namesake was and that, they     

note, is how they like it.                                                 

        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information       

provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                       
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Location 

Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Pembroke on the east, Halifax on the south,  

East Bridgewater and Whitman on the west, Whitman on the northwest, and Rockland

and Hanover on the north. Hanson is about 8 miles east of Brockton, 22 miles    

southeast of Boston, and 217 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 15.68 sq. miles 

Land Area: 15.02 sq. miles 

Population: 9,028 

Density: 601 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Plymouth Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....26.5°F  

   Normal temperature in July........71.0°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......48.8"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Hanover, Whitman                                                                

Regional Planning Agency
   Old Colony                                                  

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Brockton                        
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (781) 293-2131

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Executive Secretary                       

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1820  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered        5,341   

   Democrats               1,347    25.2  %

   Republicans               832    15.6  %

   Other parties               9     0.2  %

   Unenrolled Voters       3,153    59.0  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     76        

   Conventional Federal:    6  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:             0       

   Federal (Section 8):    25               
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Hanson is situated in the Greater Brockton Area, which is strategically    

   located between State Route 128 and Interstate 495, the inner and outer    

   loops around Boston. State Routes 3, 24, and 28 provide easy access to the 

   air, port, and intermodal facilities of Boston and Providence.             

Major Highways
   Principal highways are State Routes 14, 27, and 58.                        

Rail 

   Beginning in 1996-97, commuter rail service to South Station, Boston, will 

   be available from the South Hanson Station in Hanson and from the Whitman  

   Station in neighboring Whitman. The Bay Colony Railroad provides freight   

   rail service to South Hanson. Contact number: (781) 380-3556

Bus 

   Hanson is not affiliated with any transit authority.                       

Other 

   The Marshfield Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily        

   accessible. It has a 2,999'x 75' asphalt runway.  Instrument approaches    

   available:  Non-precision.                                                 
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   Cranberry Sp. Hospital                     

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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