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Narrative
The City of Holyoke is located by the Connecticut River where the first of 

several dams was constructed in 1848 to take advantage of a 57-foot drop in

the river level.  The water power created by the dam was transferred to new

industrial sites along 7.5 miles of hand dug canals.  At one point, more   

than 25 paper mills were in operation in Holyoke, annually producing the   

greatest tonnage of paper of any city in the world.  Although only one     

company continues to manufacture paper, the dam, canals and much of the    

industrial and commercial architecture remain intact.  Owing to the city's 

excellent location at the junction of Routes I-90 and I-91, the reuse of   

many buildings has proved to be economically feasible.                     

The game of volleyball was invented in 1895 by William G. Morgan at the    

Holyoke YMCA and the city is rightly claimed to be the "Birthplace of      

Volleyball". Recreational attractions include the Volleyball Hall of Fame, 

the Wistariahurst Museum and the Children's Museum, and Holyoke Heritage State

Park where the former Mt. Park Merry-Go-Round is permanently housed.  

The State Park also hosts  "Celebrate Holyoke", an annual three-day event

which brings visitors from around the region to enjoy nationally known 

performers.  Residents feel Holyoke is rightfully described as "The Best City

by a Dam Site." (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

Western Massachusetts in the Connecticut River Valley. Bordered by West         

Springfield on the south; Westfield, Southampton, and Easthampton on the west;  

and separated from South Hadley and Chicopee by the Connecticut River on the    

east. Holyoke is 90 miles west of Boston; 34 miles north of Hartford,           

Connecticut; and 142 miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 22.82 sq. miles 

Land Area: 21.29 sq. miles 

Population: 43,704 

Density: 2,053 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Springfield Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....26.8°F  

   Normal temperature in July........74.1°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......43.9"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Mount Tom, Mt. Holyoke, Sprinfield North, Easthampton                           

Regional Planning Agency
   Pioneer Valley Planning Commission                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Springfield                     
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (413) 322-5520        

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Mayor-Council                             

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1850  

   As a city: 1873                                       

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 19,880 


Democrats 9,890 49.7 % Republicans 1,663 8.4 % Other parties 10 0.1 % Unenrolled Voters 8,317 41.8 % 

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     337        

   Conventional Federal:   822   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:            169       

   Federal (Section 8):    799              
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Holyoke is located in the Pioneer Valley, known as the crossroads of New   

   England because of its strategic position along the Connecticut River  and 

   its excellent transportation facilities. The Massachusetts Turnpike        

   connects the region to Boston and to Albany, New York. Interstate 91       

   provides direct access to Hartford, Connecticut, and to Brattleboro and    

   points north in Vermont.                                                   

Major Highways
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 5 and Interstate Route 91 going N-S, and 

   the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate Route 90) running E-W. Interchange  

   No. 4 is located almost on the southern border of Holyoke.                 

Rail 

   Amtrak passenger rail service is available from nearby Springfield. The    

   Pioneer Valley Railroad (PVRR) and the Springfield Terminal Railway (STRR) 

   provide freight service and interchange traffic in Holyoke. The PVRR       

   operates a warehouse and distribution facility in the city. Contact        

   numbers: PVRR (413) 568-3331; STRR (508) 663-1073.                         

Bus 

   Holyoke is a member of the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA), which  

   provides fixed route service within Holyoke as well as to Chicopee,        

   Springfield, South Hadley, and other neighboring towns. The PVTA also      

   offers paratransit services to the elderly and disabled. The Peter Pan Bus 

   Lines provides commuter service to Boston via Springfield.                 

Other 

   Barnes Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility in neighboring  

   Westfield, is easily accessible. It has a 5,000' x 100' asphalt runway.    

   Instrument approaches available:  Precision and non-precision.             
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   Children's Museum at Holyoke                                     

   444 Dwight Street                                                

   (413) 536-5437                                                   

   Wistariahurst Museum                                             

   238 Cabot Street                                                 

   (413) 534-2216                                                   

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   Holyoke Hospital                           

   Providence Hospital                        

   Soldiers Home - Holyoke                    

Long Term Care
   Buckley Nursing + Retir Home               

   Chapel Hill Nursing Home                   

   Holyoke Geriatric + Conv. Ctr              

   Holyoke Nursing Home                       

   Loomis House Nursing Center                

   Mont Marie Health Care Center Inc.         

   Mount Saint Vincent Nursing Home           

   New Medico Rsnc @ Brook Wood               

   Summerfield Oak Manor N.H.                 

Hospices
   Hospice Life Care                          

Rest Homes
   Beaven Kelly Rest Home                     

   Rehabilitation Clinic                      

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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