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Narrative
Historians believe that the interesting history of Hull was determined by  

its unusual geography.  The town is a long narrow peninsula projecting into

Boston harbor, which the Plymouth Colony used to set up a trading post with

local Indians in 1621.  Star-shaped Fort Independence was built in Hull in 

1776 to defend Boston Harbor, and General Benjamin Lincoln oversaw the     

evacuation of Boston from this site in 1778.  French Admiral d'Estaing used

the fort to defend the French fleet from British attack when the French    

were forced to land for repairs.  The town was devastated by loss of       

manpower and income during the Revolution when its major businesses of     

fishing, shipbuilding and lightering were interrupted by the blockade of   

Boston.                                                                    

In 1825 a new industry was launched in Hull when Paul Warrick built the    

Sportsman Hotel on Nantasket Avenue, the very first hotel in the town (and 

also the very last, since it is the only one still standing).  The         

magnificent beaches of the town, easy access to Boston and sea air brought 

hordes of visitors and by 1840 steamers were making three trips a day      

between Boston and Hull.  Boardinghouses and elaborate hotels catered to   

visitors while Hull fishermen and farmers still pulled nets and farmed in  

its rural acreage.  Claiming and salvaging wrecks was also a profitable    

sideline for residents, who established a lifesaving team which rescued    

thousands stranded on foundering vessels.                                  

Hull enjoyed an era of grand hotels and prestigious visitors but gamblers, 

pick-pockets and confidence men followed the tourists on the honky-tonk    

boardwalk until the town licensed the construction of Paragon Park,        

described by contemporaries as a "marvel of fantasy", to provide safe      

family fun for the guests of the town.  When the amusement park closed in  

1985, an entire era ended for the town and the millions of visitors who had

used and enjoyed it for generations.  But another era began as Hull        

acquired a suburban character with a growing number of professionals moving

into town, drawn by the same beaches, proximity to Boston and sea air that 

drew people in the 19th century.                                           

        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information       

provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)     
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Location 

Eastern Massachusetts, jutting out into the ocean north of Hingham and Cohasset.

Bordered by Hingham Bay on the west and by the Massachusetts Bay on the north   

and east. Hull is about 18 miles southeast of Boston, 21 miles northeast of     

Brockton, 32 miles north of Plymouth, and 220 miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 28.21 sq. miles 

Land Area: 2.97 sq. miles 

Population: 10,466 

Density: 3,524 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Hingham Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....27.4°F  

   Normal temperature in July........71.5°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......47.7"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Hull, Nantasket                                                                 

Regional Planning Agency
   Metropolitan Area Planning Council                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Boston                          
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (781) 925-2262

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Town Manager                              

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1647  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered        7,650   

   Democrats               2,473    32.3  %

   Republicans               626     8.2  %

   Other parties              10     0.1  %

   Unenrolled Voters       4,541    59.4  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:      68       

   Conventional Federal:     0 

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:              0     

   Federal (Section 8):      0             
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Hull is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail, air,

   and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495 divide the

   region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by numerous "spokes"

   providing direct access to the airport, port, and intermodal facilities of 

   Boston.                                                                    

Major Highways
   The principal highway is State Route 228.                                  

Rail 

   The MBTA Red Line is accessible in Braintree and Quincy.  Travel time from 

   Braintree Station to Park Street: 25 minutes; 1,228 MBTA Parking spaces    

   available.                                                                 

Bus 

   Hull is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA). 

   The MBTA also provides THE RIDE, a paratransit service for the elderly and 

   disabled.                                                                  

Other 

   Logan International Airport is easily accessible from  Rowes Wharf in      

   Boston. Commuter Boat service is available from Hull to Long Wharf, Boston,

   by Bay State Cruises.  Commuter boat service is also available to Rowes    

   Wharf from Hingham, provided by Boston Harbor Commuter Services and Mass   

   Bay Lines.                                                                 
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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