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Narrative
The Town of Lee lies in the valley of the Housatonic River between the     

Taconic Range and the southernmost extent of the Green Mountains.  It was  

first settled in 1760, relying on agriculture and lumbering, and grew      

quickly enough to be incorporated by 1777.  The town took its name from    

General Charles Lee, second in command to George Washington.               

The community supported some textile manufacturing in the 19th century but 

its first paper mill was built by Samuel Church in 1806 and as textiles    

declined in the town and region, paper-making took its place as the        

foundation of the community's economy.  By 1857 there were 25 paper mills  

in Lee producing $2 million in paper, as well as a set of subsidiary       

industries producing lime and paper-making machinery.                      

In 1852 another major industry was launched in the town, as builders and   

architects discovered Lee marble, said to be the hardest and finest marble 

in the world.  Large scale quarrying was carried on in Lee for such        

projects as construction of a wing of the Capitol.  Almost half a million  

cubic feet of marble was quarried and shipped on the Housatonic Railroad in

1867.  About the same time, a new process for making paper solely from wood

pulp was  adopted and the poplar forests in the town fueled a huge leap in 

paper production, making Smith Paper Company of Lee the largest paper      

producer in the world until the forests were depleted.                     

Lee, divided into three villages, still retains the first house ever built 

in town, dated 1760, still hosts a paper company  and a lime kiln and still

has many of the farmhouses, estates, business blocks and factories that    

exemplify its history.  Residents like to believe that history is still    

alive and well in Lee.                                                     

        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information       

provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                       
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Location 

Western Massachusetts, bordered by Tyringham and Great Barrington on the south, 

Lenox on the northwest, Becket on the east, Washington on the northeast, and    

Stockbridge on the west. Lee is 9 miles south of Pittsfield, 122 miles west of  

Boston, and 138 miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 27.03 sq. miles 

Land Area: 26.40 sq. miles 

Population: 5,849 

Density: 222 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Great Barrington Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....20.1°F  

   Normal temperature in July........68.1°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......44.8"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   East Lee, Stockbridge                                                           

Regional Planning Agency
   Berkshire County                                            

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Pittsfield                      
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (413) 243-2100           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Town Administrator                        

   Representative Town Meeting               

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1777  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered        3,246   

   Democrats                 736    22.7  %

   Republicans               259     8.0  %

   Other parties               3     0.1  %

   Unenrolled Voters       2,248    69.3  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:      76       

   Conventional Federal:     0 

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:              0     

   Federal (Section 8):      0             
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Lee is situated in Berkshire County, a region of hills and low mountains   

   that widen to create the Berkshire Valley in the south. The major cities   

   and towns are linked together by U.S. Route 7. North Adams and Pittsfield  

   are major points of entry for rail freight into Massachusetts, and the     

   region has several commercial airports. Public roads and highways meet the 

   requirements of modern transportation.                                     

Major Highways
   Principal highways are the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate Route 90) and

   U.S. Route 20, which run E-W across Massachusetts, and U.S. Route 7, which 

   runs N-S through the Berkshires and passes along the western border of the 

   town.                                                                      

Rail 

   Freight service is available from the Housatonic Railroad. Contact number: 

   (203) 824-0850                                                             

Bus 

   Lee is a member of the Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA), which  

   provides fixed route service to Stockbridge, Great Barrington, Pittsfield, 

   and Lenox. User side paratransit services are available for the elderly and

   disabled. Bonanza                                                          

   Bus Line provides passenger service between Albany, NY and Providence, RI, 

   via Springfield with additional service to Fall River, New Bedford and Cape

   Cod.                                                                       

Other 

   The Great Barrington Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily  

   accessible. It has a 2,579'x 50' asphalt runway.  Instrument approaches    

   available: Non-precision.                                                  
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   Berkshire Hills No. Nursing Home           

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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