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Narrative
The City of Lowell is the fourth largest city in the Commonwealth of       

Massachusetts and its strategic location at the intersections of Routes    

495, 93 and 3, provides excellent access to all points of interest in      

Massachusetts as well as New Hampshire and Maine.  Commuter rail also      

provides an easy 40-minute ride to Boston's North Station.                 

Residents claim Lowell's National Park as this country's greatest tribute  

to the Industrial Revolution and the textile industry that boomed in New   

England in the nineteenth century.  The rehabilitated mill buildings are   

further complemented by 2 1/2 miles of trolley and canal boat tours and    

several museums. The 3200-seat Lowell Auditorium hosts many of the         

country's best performers at affordable prices.  The Merrimack Repertory   

theater, which is also located in downtown Lowell, is one of the few       

self-sustaining repertory theater groups in the northeast.                 

The 19th century mill buildings provide an excellent opportunity for       

low-cost acquisition and rehabilitation for small and large companies.  The

city offers many unique financial incentives to encourage new growth and   

development.  The city's workforce is computer literate and strongly       

supported by the local school district, which has just completed nine new  

schools and five school rehabilitations.  The education base also includes 

Middlesex Community College and University of Massachusetts at Lowell.  The

student population further enhances the market for retail businesses in    

downtown Lowell and its surrounding neighborhoods.                         

This planned urban community is built around the Merrimack River and its   

diverse canal system, which provided power to the early manufacturers.     

Today these water amenities add to the character of the city. Special      

events of the year include a folk festival which Lowell residents claim as 

the best in New England and which draws over 200,000 people annually,      

Riverfest, First Night, and Fourth of July fireworks.  Residents say       

proudly that Lowell has something for everyone with its unmatched quality  

of life.                                                        FINANCE AND EC      

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

Northeastern part of Massachusetts, bordered by Dracut on the north,            

Tyngsborough on the northwest, Chelmsford on the southwest, and Tewksbury on the

east. Lowell is 25 miles north of Boston; 45 miles north of Worcester; 100 miles

south of Portland, Maine; and 229 miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 14.54 sq. miles 

Land Area: 13.78 sq. miles 

Population: 103,439 

Density: 7,506 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Lawrence Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....24.7°F  

   Normal temperature in July........72.5°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......42.8"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Lowell, Billerica, Nashua South                                                 

Regional Planning Agency
   Northern Middlesex                                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Lowell                          
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (978) 970-4000

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Council-Manager                           

   City Manager                              

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1826  

   As a city: 1836                                       

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered       36,326   

   Democrats              18,321    50.4  %

   Republicans             3,905    10.7  %

   Other parties              19     0.1  %

   Unenrolled Voters      14,081    38.8  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:       539        

   Conventional Federal:   1,638   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:              170     

   Federal (Section 8):      870             
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   The development of transportation resources in the Merrimack River Valley, 

   where Lowell is situated, was shaped by the history of the region as a     

   major site of American industrial development in the nineteenth century.   

   The area has exceptionally good highway and rail facilities linking the    

   major cities and towns to each other and to the port, airport, and         

   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                           

Major Highways
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 3 connecting the Boston area with Nashua,

   New Hampshire, and Interstate Route 495, the outer belt around Boston.     

Rail 

   Commuter rail service to North Station, Boston, is provided by Amtrak under

   contract to the MBTA. Travel time: 45-49 min.; 680 MBTA parking spaces. The

   Springfield Terminal Railway offers freight service to Lowell. Contact     

   number:  (978) 663-1073

Bus 

   Lowell is a member of the Lowell Regional Transit Authority (LRTA), which  

   provides fixed bus service between Lowell and the neighboring towns of     

   Billerica, Chelmsford, Dracut, Tewksbury, and Tyngsborough. Paratransit    

   services, including medical trips and special work trips to Boston, are    

   available for the elderly and disabled through LRTA's Road Runner program. 

Other 

   The Tew-Mac Airport in Tewksbury, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is     

   easily accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 2,600'x 60' and 2,830'x 26'.   

   Instrument approaches available:  Non-precision.  Other nearby airports    

   include the Lawrence Municipal Airport in North Andover and L.G. Hanscom   

   Field in Bedford.                                                          



[image: image10]CULTURE AND RECREATION


LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   Lowell Heritage State Park Waterpower Exhibit                    

   25 Shattuck Street                                               

   (978) 453-1950

   Lowell National Historical Park                                  

   169 Merrimack Street                                             

   (978) 459-1000

   Middlesex Canal Collection                                       

   Center for Lowell History                                        

   40 French Street                                                 

   (978) 934-4995

   New England Quilt Museum                                         

   Clock Tower, Boot Mills,                                         

   Foot of John Street                                              

   (978) 452-4207

   Whistler House Museum of Art                                     

   243 Worthen Street                                               

   (978) 452-7641

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   Dr. H. Solomon Mental Health Center        

   Lowell General Hospital                    

   St. John's Hospital                        

   St. Joseph's Hospital, Inc.                

Long Term Care
   D'Youville Manor Nursing Home              

   Fairhaven Nursing Home                     

   Glenwood Convalescent Home                 

   Heritage Nursing Care Center               

   New Medico SNC Christian Hill              

   Northwood Nursing & Rehab. Center          

   St. Johns N.H. Of Lowell                   

   Town And Country Nursing Home              

   Willow Manor Nursing Home                  

Hospices
   V.N.A. Of Greater Lowell Hospice           

Rest Homes
   Battles Home                               

   Horn Home For Aged                         

   Princeton House Rest Home                  

   River Valley House                         

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT


The Department of Housing and Community Development would like to thank the many government agencies noted as having provided information for the community profiles. In addition to these agencies, the Regional Transit Authorities assisted with the transportation component of the profiles. We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of many city and town officials, which enabled us to include information obtainable only at the local level. DHCD would also like to thank the following individuals for providing special help: Leslie A. Kirwan, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Local Services, Department of Revenue; Richard Shibley, Deputy Secretary of State; Bob Beattie of the Department of Public Health; Charles W. Clifford from the Martha's Vineyard Commission; Dennis Coffey of the Executive Office of Transportation and Construction; Donna Fletcher and Christian Jacqz of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; James Griffin from the MBTA; Karen Loh from Banker & Tradesman; Todd Maio from the Department of Welfare; Geoffrey Morton from the Election Division of the Secretary of State's Office; Stephen R. Muench of the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission; Rol Murrow of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; Mary Ann Neary and Emmanuelle Fletcher, reference librarians at the State House Library; Jeff Nellhaus from the Department of Education; and George Sanborn, reference librarian at the State Transportation Library. 

NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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