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Narrative

Mattapoisett is a resort town on Buzzard's Bay which was incorporated in   

1857.  The first settlements in the town were seasonal as European         

colonists used sites in the area as fishing camps.  The draw for both      

Indians and colonials were the rich fish, shellfish, water-fowl and game   

possibilities of the town as well as the seasonal eel and fish runs on the 

Mattapoisett River and eel ponds.  Historians believe that the sheltered   

harbor may have been used by European explorers long before any settlements

in the community.  There are some Indian burial sites.                     

The earliest settlements after the King Philip wars occurred around 1680   

with residents dealing in lumbering, tar and turpentine production.        

Shipbuilding was established around 1740 and before the Civil War the      

principal businesses in the town were shipbuilding and whaling, with four  

shipyards in operation before 1800.  The town traded with Nantucket,       

Newport, New York and Savannah and a shipping complex was developed at the 

head of Mattapoisett Harbor in the first half of the 18th century.  There  

were few streams and therefore few mills using water power in town, but by 

1855 there were 16 whaling ships in operation.  Those residents who were   

not involved in the maritime trades farmed and raised sheep.               

The death of the whaling and shipbuilding industry in the 1870's followed  

the discovery of oil in Pennsylvania, and resort development replaced both.

The town's mainstay became agriculture and tourists through the early 20th 

century.  An influx of well-to-do summer residents built summer homes on   

big estates, not in densely packed groupings as in some other shore        

communities.  There has been some suburban growth and development in the   

town, but Mattapoisett still contains gracious summer homes and hosts many 

summer visitors.                                                           

        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information       

provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                       
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Location 

Southeastern Masachusetts, bordered by Fairhaven and Acushnet on the west,      

Rochester on the north, Marion on the east, and Buzzards Bay on the south.      

Mattapoisett is 6 miles east of New Bedford; 56 miles south of Boston; 39 miles 

southeast of Providence, and 213 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 23.33 sq. miles 

Land Area: 16.48 sq. miles 

Population: 5,850 

Density: 355 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Rochester Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....26.3°F  

   Normal temperature in July........71.2°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......48.2"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Marion, Sconticut Neck, Onset                                                   

Regional Planning Agency
   Southeastern Regional Planning and                          

      Economic  Development District                           

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   New Bedford                     
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (508) 758-4103           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Executive Secretary                       

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1857  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 4,002 


Democrats 990 24.7 % Republicans 720 18.0 % Other parties 2 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 2,290 57.2 % 
Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     64         

   Conventional Federal:    0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:             0      

   Federal (Section 8):     0              
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Mattapoisett, which is situated in the New Bedford-Fall River Area, is     

   served by the airport and port facilities of New Bedford. In addition,     

   Interstate 195 and State Routes 24 and 140 provide access to the airports, 

   ports, and intermodal facilities of Providence and Boston.                 

Major Highways
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 6 and Interstate Route 195, which link   

   the southern coastal cities and towns.                                     

Rail 

   There is no freight rail service in Mattapoisett, but the network of       

   intermodal facilities serving eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island is    

   easily accessible.                                                         

Bus 

   Mattapoisett is a member of the Southeastern Regional Transit Authority    

   (SRTA), which provides fixed route service between New Bedford, Fairhaven, 

   and Mattapoisett. SRTA and the Council on Aging also provide paratransit   

   services for the elderly and disabled.                                     

Other 

   The New Bedford Municipal Airport, a Primary Commercial Service (PR)       

   facility with scheduled passenger service, is easily accessible. The       

   airport has 2 asphalt runways 4,997' and 5,000' long.  Instrument          

   approaches available:  Precision and non-precision.                        
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   Mattapoisett Museum and Carriage House                           

   5 Church Street                                                  

   (508) 758-2844                                                   

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section

The UMass Dartmouth Theatre Company
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   Mattapoisett Nursing Home                  

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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