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Narrative
The City of New Bedford is seen by its residents as a wonderfully diverse  

and culturally rich community with a proud past, present and future.  The  

whaling capital of the world in the 18th century, the city has evolved to  

become the home of many major industries, which manufacture products used  

throughout the United States and abroad.  The city prides itself on its    

working waterfront and historic district, as well as its expanding retail  

and tourist trades.                                                        

While it is a city of approximately 100,000 people, New Bedford maintains a

close-knit community feel.  Recently named one of the top ten "Green       

Cities" in the country, New Bedford residents feel that its parks are      

breathtaking and its beaches gorgeous.  Enhanced with festivals and        

celebrations throughout the year, New Bedford is a wonderful place to      

visit. The unbeatable quality of life relished by residents makes New      

Bedford an even better place to live and raise a family.                   

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Dartmouth on the west, Freetown on the  

north, Acushnet on the east, and Buzzards Bay on the south. New Bedford is 54   

miles south of Boston; 33 miles southeast of Providence, Rhode Island; and about

208 miles from New York City.   

Total Area: 24.04 sq. miles 

Land Area: 20.14 sq. miles 

Population: 99,922 

Density: 4,961 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(New Bedford Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....30.6°F  

   Normal temperature in July........73.5°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......47.3"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   New Bedford North, New Bedford South                                            

Regional Planning Agency
   Southeastern Regional Planning and                          

      Economic  Development District                           

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   New Bedford                     
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (508) 979-1400           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Mayor-Council                             

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1787  

   As a city: 1847                                       

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 38,025 


Democrats 23,913 62.9 % Republicans 3,021 7.9 % Other parties 0 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 11,091 29.2 % 
Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State           904    

   Conventional Federal       1,650  

Rental Assistance (DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP)                   129

   Federal (Section 8)          1,603       
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   The New Bedford-Fall River Area is served by the airport and port          

   facilities of New Bedford. In addition, Interstate 195 and State Routes 24 

   and 140 provide access to the airports, ports, and intermodal facilities of

   Providence and Boston.                                                     

Major Highways
   Principal highways are State Route 140 running N-S, and Interstate Route   

   195 and U.S. Route 6, which link the southern coastal cities in a roughly  

   E-W direction.                                                             

Rail 

   Conrail provides freight service to New Bedford. Contact number: (617)     

   783-6222                                                                   

Bus 

   Bonanza Bus Lines offers commuter service to Boston and service to         

   Providence, RI, New York, and Cape Cod.                                    

Other 

   The New Bedford Municipal Airport, a Primary Commercial Service (PR)       

   facility located 2 miles NW of the city, has 2 asphalt runways 4,997' and  

   5,000' long.  Instrument approaches available:  Precision and              

   non-precision.                                                             
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   New Bedford Free Public Library                                  

   613 Pleasant Street                                              

   (508) 991-6275                                                   

   New Bedford Whaling Museum                                       

   18 Johnny Cake Hill                                              

   (508) 997-0046                                                   

   The Rotch-Jones-Duff House & Garden Museum                       

   396 County Street                                                

   (508) 997-1401                                                   

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
The UMass Dartmouth Theatre Company
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   St. Luke's Hospital Of New Bedford         

Long Term Care
   Bedford Village N.H. Inc.                  

   Blaire House LTCF of New Bedford           

   Hallmark N.H. Of New Bedford               

   Hathaway Manor Ext. Care Fac.              

   Kristen Beth Nursing Home                  

   New Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home       

   Oaks Long Term Care Fac.                   

   Sacred Heart Nursing Home                  

   Sassaquin Nursing & Rehab. Center          

   Savoy Convalescent Home                    

   Taber Street Nursing Home                  

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   Havenwood Rest Home                        

   Plainview L.T.C. Facility                  

   Rita's Rest Home                           

   Rol-Ann Rest Home                          

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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