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Narrative
The Town of Oak Bluffs is a resort town on the northeast shore of Martha's 

Vineyard.  There was a large pre-Colonial Indian population that took      

advantage of the fishing and shellfishing in Oak Bluffs, probably on a     

seasonal basis.  The explorer Gosnold was among the first European         

adventurers, fishermen and traders who set up temporary or seasonal camps  

on Cuttyhunk beginning as early a 1602.  The first grant of 500 acres of   

land made to a European was in 1642 to John Dagget but it wasn't until 1667

that the first permanent European settlement took place.  Subsistence      

farming, fishing and shellfishing supported the early settlers.            

In 1835, Jeremiah Pease chose an oak grove on the edge of Squash Meadow for

a camp meeting of island Methodists.  The summer meeting became popular and

attendance grew like wildfire.  Groups of church members first came to stay

in tents for two or three days, then families started bringing their own   

tents to the weekend retreats.  In 1835, nine tents were sufficient to     

shelter the attendees; in 1858, 12,000 people attended the Sunday services.

The camp meetings were ecumenical in spirit and attracted members of most  

Protestant sects as well as Roman Catholics.  By the late 1850's, annual   

visitors were replacing tents with elaborately decorated carpenter Gothic  

cottages and the first major hotel in Oak Bluffs opened in the 1860's.     

The expanding number of permanent residents, including a significant       

immigrant population of Portuguese, continued a substantial fishing        

industry, built cottages and serviced summer visitors in the thriving      

tourist business.  Through the 19th century, Oak Bluffs saw the            

side-by-side development of a secular seaside resort featuring a trotting  

track, roller rink and dance hall, and the continuation of a religious     

summer revival.                                                            

In modern times Oak Bluffs has come to terms with all of the strands in its

past, and among the most sought after houses are the small, colorful,      

carpenter Gothic cottages built by revivalists.                            

        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information       

provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                       
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Location 

Located on the northern shore of Martha's Vineyard, an island 20 miles long and 

10 miles wide situated five miles south of the southwest tip of Cape Cod.  Oak  

Bluffs is bordered by Nantucket Sound on the north and east, Edgartown on the   

south, and Tisbury on the west and northwest. 

Total Area: 8.70 sq. miles 

Land Area: 7.37 sq. miles 

Population: 2,804 

Density: 380 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Edgartown Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....29.3°F  

   Normal temperature in July........69.8°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......45.3"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Edgartown, Vineyard Haven                                                       

Regional Planning Agency
   Martha's Vineyard                                           

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)




 



[image: image5]GOVERNMENT 



Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (508) 693-5511           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1880  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered        2,256   

   Democrats                 506    22.4  %

   Republicans               345    15.3  %

   Other parties               2     0.1  %

   Unenrolled Voters       1,403    62.2  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:    0         

   Conventional Federal:  0    

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:           0       

   Federal (Section 8):   0                
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Oak Bluffs is located on Martha's Vineyard.  Ferry service is the vital    

   link to and from the Island. The Wood's Hole, Martha's Vineyard and        

   Nantucket Steamship Authority provides year-round ferry service.  The      

   Island Queen offers summer ferry service from Falmouth Harbor hourly.      

Major Highways
   The principal highways are Beach Road and the Edgartown Vineyard Haven     

   Road.                                                                      

Rail 

   There is no freight or passenger rail service on Martha's Vineyard.        

Bus 

   Oak Bluffs is a member of the Martha's Vineyard Transit Authority (MVTA).  

   The MVTA provides paratransit services to the elderly and disabled,        

   primarily through Elder Services of Cape Cod and the Islands. Island       

   Transport provides fixed route bus service to other towns on the island    

   during the tourist season. Taxicabs are an integral part of the Island's   

   public transportation system.                                              

Other 

   Marthas Vineyard Airport, a Primary Commercial Service (PR) facility, has  

   scheduled passenger service to the mainland. It has 2 asphalt runways:     

   5,499'x 150' and 3,297'x 150'. Instrument approaches available:  Precision 

   and non-precision.                                                         
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   Martha's Vineyard Hospital                 

Long Term Care
   Marthas Vineyard Hosp Snf/Icf              

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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