
[image: image1.jpg]i




PELHAM 
Hampshire County 
[image: image2]
NARRATIVE 
GEOGRAPHY 
GOVERNMENT 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
TRANSPORTATIONHOUSING_CHARACTERISTICS

 HYPERLINK "" \l "EDUCATION" \t "_self"  
  
CULTURE AND RECREATION 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

[image: image3]NARRATIVE 



Narrative
The Town of Pelham is a hilltown in Hampshire County, well watered by the  

Swift and Fort Rivers, but with rough terrain.  The town was first settled 

in 1738 and its early colonists were Scotsmen.  They had sent a scout to   

look America over before committing themselves to the drastic step of      

leaving their homes, but having received good reports, almost 100 families 

set out for Boston in five ships, arriving in 1718 and trying a number of  

other places before determining on Pelham as a home.  Responding to the    

basic needs of their community, it was only a year after they first arrived

that the residents of Pelham established the first school in town and made 

provisions for saw and grist mills.                                        

The men of Pelham were at the relief of Fort William Henry in 1757, served 

under General Bradstreet in the expedition against Fort Frontenac and under

General Abercrombie in the assault on Fort Ticonderoga.  Pelham soldiers   

began fighting in the Revolutionary War in 1775, served in the war of 1812 

and had a particularly noteworthy record in the Civil War.  Out of 100 men 

in Pelham between the ages of 18 and 45 during the Civil War, 75 served as 

soldiers, most by voluntary enlistment.  But having fought repeatedly to   

defend their country, Shays Rebellion in 1786 found at least some of the   

residents of the town attacking the state and courts.  Under the leadership

of Captain Daniel Shays of Pelham, 1100 armed men from five counties       

attacked the Armory and courthouse in Springfield in anger over the poor   

financial conditions which followed the Revolution.  None of the 12 men    

convicted of treason were executed by the new government of the United     

States, but they weren't pardoned until all preparations for the hangings  

had been made and the men had been led to the gallows.  Shay's pardon was  

signed by the newly elected Governor of Massachusetts, John Hancock.       

In the quiet years between wars, Pelham tended to its business, which was  

farming, quarrying stone to build Springfield, Northampton and Amherst,    

making charcoal, carding wool and tanning leather, and distilling a very   

popular brand of apple cider brandy.  In addition, by 1873, they were      

mining asbestos and making palm leaf hats, ax handles and wooden bobbins.  

By the 19th century the mineral springs in Pelham had attracted enough     

visitors to warrant the construction of two hotels and for at least the    

rest of the century Pelham gained the character of a health resort.  The   

town's major product, however, became fishing rods, and in the 19th        

century, Pelham manufactured more rods of more types than anyplace else in 

the country.  From the lightweight fly fishing rods to the heavy weight    

salt water rods, Pelham's rods had a national reputation.                  

       (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative compiled from historical   materials)
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Location 

West central Massachusetts, bordered by Shutesbury on the north, New Salem on   

the east, Belchertown on the south, and Amherst on the west. The western branch 

of Quabbin Reservoir lies along the town's eastern border. Pelham is about 31   

miles north of Springfield, 47 miles west of Worcester, 85 miles west of Boston,

and 168 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 26.50 sq. miles 

Land Area: 25.07 sq. miles 

Population: 1,373 

Density: 55 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Amherst Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....23.6°F  

   Normal temperature in July........71.9°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......42.5"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Shutesbury, Belchertown, Winsor Dam, Quabbin Reservoir                          

Regional Planning Agency
   Pioneer Valley Planning Commission                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (413) 253-7129           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1743  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered          854   

   Democrats                 335    39.2  %

   Republicans                97    11.4  %

   Other parties               1     0.1  %

   Unenrolled Voters         421    49.3  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     0        

   Conventional Federal:   0   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:            0       

   Federal (Section 8):    0               
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Pelham is located in the Pioneer Valley, known as the crossroads of New    

   England because of its strategic position along the Connecticut River and  

   its excellent transportation facilities. The Massachusetts Turnpike        

   connects the region to Boston and to Albany, New York. Interstate 91       

   provides direct access to Hartford, Connecticut, and to Brattleboro and    

   points north in Vermont.                                                   

Major Highways
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 202  going N-S and State Route 9 running 

   E-W across the southwest corner of Pelham.                                 

Rail 

   Passenger rail service between Montreal and Washington, D.C. and to all    

   other points on the Amtrak network is available in neighboring Amherst.    

Bus 

   Pelham is a member of the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA), which   

   provides paratransit services for the elderly and disabled through  the    

   Amherst Council on Aging.                                                  

Other 

   The Orange Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily  

   accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 5,000'x 150' and 4,998'x 150'.        

   Instrument approaches available: Non-precision.                            
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   Pelham Historical Society

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT


The Department of Housing and Community Development would like to thank the many government agencies noted as having provided information for the community profiles. In addition to these agencies, the Regional Transit Authorities assisted with the transportation component of the profiles. We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of many city and town officials, which enabled us to include information obtainable only at the local level. DHCD would also like to thank the following individuals for providing special help: Leslie A. Kirwan, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Local Services, Department of Revenue; Richard Shibley, Deputy Secretary of State; Bob Beattie of the Department of Public Health; Charles W. Clifford from the Martha's Vineyard Commission; Dennis Coffey of the Executive Office of Transportation and Construction; Donna Fletcher and Christian Jacqz of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; James Griffin from the MBTA; Karen Loh from Banker & Tradesman; Todd Maio from the Department of Welfare; Geoffrey Morton from the Election Division of the Secretary of State's Office; Stephen R. Muench of the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission; Rol Murrow of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; Mary Ann Neary and Emmanuelle Fletcher, reference librarians at the State House Library; Jeff Nellhaus from the Department of Education; and George Sanborn, reference librarian at the State Transportation Library. 

NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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