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Narrative
The Town of Russell, which recently celebrated its bicentennial, is one of 

the hill towns which have evolved in the foothills of the Berkshires.      

Russell's early development was closely tied to water power.  Its many     

brooks feeding into the Westfield River were the early sites of saw mills, 

leather tanneries and other small businesses and farms.  With the          

industrial revolution came major changes in the essentially rural village  

as three paper mills were built on the Westfield River in Russell.  Most of

the residents worked at one of the mills.  Today all three mills are still 

operating but no longer are all employees residents of Russell.            

The beauty of Russell is easily appreciated by driving along Jacob's Ladder

Trail, which is Route 20.  The river twists and turns with the road        

following it.  Mountains soar on either side of the river bank.  Because of

the rugged terrain, much of Russell has been left in a natural state.  The 

spring run-off brings out the white water enthusiasts.  The Westfield River

Canoe races have been held here for 40 years and this year for the first   

time, the Towns of Russell and Huntington hosted the National White Water  

Races.                                                                     

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

Southwestern Massachusetts, bordered by Montgomery on the north, Westfield on   

the east, Granville on the south, Blandford on the west, and Huntington on the  

northwest. Russell is about 18 miles west of Springfield, 107 miles west of     

Boston, and 155 miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 17.88 sq. miles 

Land Area: 17.56 sq. miles 

Population: 1,594 

Density: 91 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Knightville Dam Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....20.1°F  

   Normal temperature in July........68.7°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......45.1"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Woronoco, Blandford, Southwick, West Granville                                  

Regional Planning Agency
   Pioneer Valley Planning Commission                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Springfield                     
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (413) 862-3265           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1792  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered          860   

   Democrats                 157    18.3  %

   Republicans               201    23.4  %

   Other parties               2     0.2  %

   Unenrolled Voters         500    58.1  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     0        

   Conventional Federal:   0   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:            0       

   Federal (Section 8):    0              
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Russell is situated in the Pioneer Valley Region, which is known as the    

   crossroads of New England, due to its strategic position along the         

   Connecticut River and its excellent transportation facilities. The         

   Massachusetts Turnpike connects the region to Boston and to Albany, New    

   York. Interstate 91 provides direct access to Hartford, Connecticut, and to

   Brattleboro and points north in Vermont.                                   

Major Highways
   Principal highways are the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate Route 90),   

   which is easily accessible at the interchange in neighboring Westfield;    

   U.S. Route 20; and State Route 23, an E-W road that connects Russell to    

   Great Barrington.                                                          

Rail 

   There is no passenger service in Russell, but the network of intermodal    

   facilities serving Massachusetts is easily accessible.  Conrail provides   

   freight service to Russell. Contact number: (617) 783-6222                 

Bus 

   Russell is a member of the Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA).     

   There is no fixed route service, but  FRTA provides paratransit services   

   for the elderly and disabled through the Huntington Council on Aging.      

Other 

   Barnes Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily      

   accessible. It has a 5,000' x 100' asphalt runway.  Instrument approaches  

   available:  Precision and non-precision.                                   
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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