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Narrative
Sturbridge is a small community located at the junction of Interstate 84,  

Interstate 90 and US Route 20 in south- central Massachusetts.  This lively

Town is well known and loved for its sense of pride and history.  Many     

descendants of the Town's original inhabitants still reside in and provide 

the character of our New England community.                                

The town was incorporated in 1738 as a small farming community.  Fiskdale  

Village located on the banks of the Quinebaug River on the west side of    

Town, saw the introduction, boom and decline of water driven mills.  All   

but one original mill still exists, many of which have been converted into 

shops and homes today.  Dams which provide power for the mills can still be

seen along the river.  Sturbridge was also the site of the Worcester South 

Agricultural Grounds which hosted years of New England fairs complete with 

annual harness racing.   Situated off Route 20 on Cedar Lake, the site is  

now the Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center.                       

The Town is most recognized as being the home of Old Sturbridge Village.   

This recreated village within our own Town depicts the look of a typical   

New England town's past, as a recreation of life in the early 1800's.      

Among Sturbridge's other charms is the Town Common which is included in a  

National Historic District.  Homes and public buildings in this area were  

constructed in the late seventeenth and early eighteen hundreds and have   

been proudly maintained in near-to-original condition.  This area is also  

home to The Publick House, a world famous period restaurant and inn,       

formerly the Elms Inn established in 1771.                                 

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

South central Massachusetts, bordered by Brookfield and East Brookfield on the  

north; Charlton and Southbridge on the east; Union, Connecticut, on the south;  

and Holland and Brimfield on the west. Sturbridge is 22 miles southwest of      

Worcester, 32 miles east of Springfield, 45 miles southwest of Boston, and 156  

miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 38.95 sq. miles 

Land Area: 37.41 sq. miles 

Population: 7,775 

Density: 208 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(East Brimfield Lake Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....21.5°F  

   Normal temperature in July........70.3°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......45.0"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Southbridge, East Brookfield, Wales, Warren                                     

Regional Planning Agency
   Central Massachusetts                                       

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Worcester                       
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (508) 347-2500           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Town Administrator                        

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1738  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered        4,428   

   Democrats               1,363    30.8  %

   Republicans               683    15.4  %

   Other parties               0     0.0  %

   Unenrolled Voters       2,382    53.8  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town




 



[image: image6]DEMOGRAPHICS


[image: image7.png]Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteri

000

Geographic Area: Sturbridge town, Worcester County, Massachusetts
[For information on corfidentiality protection, nansampling error, and definitions, see tex]

St Nomber] Pernt Sabeor Namber] Perert
Toral paputaion 7657|1000 [FISPATIC O LATING AND RACE
ol popuision 701 100
sexanpace isgan or Lo (o el | s
ok, aesr| oz ["Veron 5 o1
Femat eao| S0 Puens Fesn 6| o
i 1
g v ol 00| S s o i S o
sedyer 4l 73 e Wt o Loing. 7| s
0w iy 2ol 0| e done TEa| wes
201200 a4 Salrecanonswp
2510 34 years. 953 122 Total population. 7,837| 1000
2610 44 years 1355 172 |in bouseholds. 7204 092
96 10 B4 years 1248] 1891 Householder. 30651 204
55 10 50 yaars. 451 58| spouse 1080 237
o earears Bt I e a
&5 1o 74 years. 520 &8 Ouwn child under 18 years. 1,908] 243
75 1o 84 years. Ho 52| Other relatives 215 27
865 years and over. 102 13 Under 18 years 0] 08
Wedon age besrs) s Nomrebives | e
2se bears) " Unmarried partner. 150 19
1oyears and over. sea1| 745 i groupaearers I
o aes| 360" Renbuinarea oo B
Femats dote| 25| Nonneionalzed pepusion o oz
of o and ver B
& Yors andcver 32| 160 uouserowo e rvee
& Yors and cver foz| 124" “Toal rousenois sges| 100
e 448| '57 |caniy hovsshois i) soal 7e2
Femats af 77 oo chisran uncer 18 ésrs e ]
Wamaoouph amy Tem| @y
Aace Wi oun ohien w18 yess | o6
Gnarce. 7762|993 Famais housaoie o kb rssa sl a7
Tiine Tets| 71| Siboun ohisren uncar 16 Yook & &
Book o Affoan Amerian 28| 04 |nortany ovhons mal ors
Amarsan Incon ans Assa ot 21| 0| teeehatar og sioie | Bus
Ason | 31| e o v s i | s
o o o8
S 52| 55 |Hovsstolss wn naviiai urser 18 yeas tie| a0
iy 5] 63 [Aoveanons wan inchiat & years and over L
spanese S| Jeversse ousste sz 2w
forean . 2 - [wverage tamily size. -
iy 2| o3
N g i Pty e 7| 83 [rousma sccuraner U -
Nathe ol 8| |ooobriad hoteing unis ol o
Guamanin or Gamere | [Vsannoisng e G| a1
o ] - | For sesson, reoraaionsl, e
Some other mee. 24| 032 onal ise. 194 8
Tuo o mofe @oes. 55 07 |Homeowner vaansy mte (pement). 09 X)
Raca slona or in combination with ana Rentalvacancy f2e (percen). 28 o
or mara ather races:
Housing TenuRE
e rer| o1 " e hosing s sges| 100
Améﬂg,ﬁ,’y‘x’;z’ﬁ"@;@ i - 08 |umercevuried housing unks 2280| 776
amet 2| 05 [Remer oo noveng une | o
MNative Hawaiian and Other Papific Islander. 10| 0.1 | average household size of cuner-ceoupied units. 271 X)
Some other moe. 38| 05 | average household size of renter-ocoupied units. 199 X)

- Rieprasents z2roor fonds 1o 22,
 Other asian alone, or o or Mora ASian categorks.

X] Not appliable.

£ Gther Pacifis Isiatier aone, of o of Mot Ratie Hawalian and Cther Pacifis Istaer Gategoriss
# 1 combiation with cne or More of the other rapes Isted. The Sk AuMbars May add to M than the total poplaton and the sx parentages.
may a1 more than 100 percant becauss Indhduals 2y repor more than one e,

Soume: U5, Gensus Bursau, Gensus 2000,






 



[image: image8]HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS


Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     0        

   Conventional Federal:   0   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:            0       

   Federal (Section 8):    0               
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Located in the Worcester area, which has three major cross-state highways: 

   the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts Turnpike.

   I-495 borders to the east, I-190 links to the Fitchburg-Leominster area,   

   I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points south. The region is well 

   connected by rail and highway to the ports, airports, and intermodal       

   facilities of Boston and Providence.                                       

Major Highways
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 20,  Interstate Routes 90 (the           

   Massachusetts Turnpike) and 84, and State Routes 131 and 148.              

Rail 

   There is no passenger or freight rail service in Sturbridge, but the       

   network of intermodal facilities serving Massachusetts and Connecticut is  

   easily accessible.                                                         

Bus 

   Sturbridge is a member of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA)  

   but does not receive services. Peter Pan Bus Lines offers a daily excursion

   to Old Sturbridge Village from New York City and Boston, which stops in    

   Sturbridge and Worcester.                                                  

Other 

   Southbridge Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in 

   nearby Southbridge, has a 3,500'x 75' asphalt runway. Instrument approaches

   available: Non-precision.                                                  
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   Old Sturbridge Village                                           

   1 Old Sturbridge Village Road                                    

   (508) 347-3362                                                   

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section




 



[image: image11]MISCELLANEOUS


HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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