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Narrative
Wales is a small upland town located at the headwaters of the Quinnebaug   

drainage system.  It was settled by colonists from Brimfield and           

Springfield during the mid-18th century.  Settlement of the town was late  

despite grants having been made to Springfield entrepreneurs as early as   

1701 because the threat of Indian attack and a legal dispute over land     

ownership discouraged colonists. The first settlers were Anthony Needham   

and John Bullan, who built houses in 1726 near Lake George.  Their arrival 

was swiftly followed by the establishment of the first burial ground in    

1732, the first grist mill in 1750 by Shubael Dimmick, the first tannery in

1752 by Phineas Durkee and the first meetinghouse in 1760.  Unlike many    

other of the colonies which were primarily Congregationalist, the earliest 

religious society in Wales was formed by Baptists.                         

Townspeople in Wales farmed and made shoes and boots and in the 19th       

century the Wales and the Shaw companies made the town an important woolen 

producing town.  The jobs in the mills drew immigrants from Ireland and    

French Canada.  The peak population in 1880 was 1033 people, reflecting    

this immigration. Residents who didn't work in the mills worked in market  

gardens, dairy farms and woodlands as some of them continue to do in the   

20th century.  The town center of Wales retains a remarkable early 19th    

century character as a street village with several stylish brick houses and

a Greek revival meeting house.  Growth of the town in modern times has been

in the recreational land around the Brimfield Forest and Lake George.      

(Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information provided by   

the                                                                        

Massachusetts Historical Commission)                                       
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Location 

South central Massachusetts, bordered by Holland on the east; Stafford,         

Connecticut, on the south; Monson on the west, and Brimfield on the north. Wales

is about 28 miles east of Springfield, 32 miles southwest of Worcester, 70 miles

southwest of Boston, and 152 miles from New York City.   

Total Area: 15.96 sq. miles 

Land Area: 15.75 sq. miles 

Population: 1,566 

Density: 99 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(East Brimfield Lake Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....21.5°F  

   Normal temperature in July........70.3°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......45.0"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Wales, Monson                                                                   

Regional Planning Agency
   Pioneer Valley Planning Commission                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (413) 245-7571           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Administrative Assistant                  

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1775  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 878 


Democrats 162 18.5 % Republicans 49 5.6 % Other parties 0 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 667 76.0 % 

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:      0       

   Conventional Federal:    0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:             0       

   Federal (Section 8):     0               
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Located in the Worcester area, which has three major cross-state highways: 

   the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts Turnpike.

   I-495 borders to the east, I-190 links to the Fitchburg-Leominster area,   

   I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points south. The region is well 

   connected by rail and highway to the ports, airports, and intermodal       

   facilities of Boston and Providence.                                       

Major Highways
   The principal highway is State Route 19, which runs N-S and intersects with

   U.S. Route 20, a cross-state highway, in the neighboring town of Brimfield.

Rail 

   There is no commuter or freight rail service to Wales, but the network of  

   intermodal facilities serving Eastern Massachusetts is easily accessible.  

Bus 

   Wales is a member of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA) but   

   does not receive services.                                                 

Other 

   Metropolitan Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in          

   neighboring Palmer, is easily accessible. It has a 2,475'x 55' asphalt     

   runway.  Instrument approaches available:  Non-precision.                  
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   None

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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