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Narrative
Waltham is a metropolitan city of 57,878, situated nine miles from Boston, 

encompassing a total area of 13.6 square miles.  The Charles River cuts a  

path through the southern section of Waltham used throughout history for   

transport, water, and industry.  Today, the Charles River has given way to 

Rout 128 as the main economic center in the City.  In the Greater Boston   

area, Waltham has the second largest office market behind Boston.  Waltham 

has a diverse housing stock, with dense multi-family housing in the        

southern section of the City and larger lot single-family housing in the   

northern section.  The City also boasts large park and open space          

facilities such as Prospect Hill Park an the Robert Treat Paine Estate.    

With an aggressive revitalization program, Waltham is witnessing the       

rebirth of its historic downtown and is providing better public access to  

its greatest natural resource, the Charles River.                          

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Lexington on the north, Belmont and Watertown

on the east, Lincoln and Weston on the west, and Newton on the south. Waltham is

situated on the Charles River  9 miles west of Boston, 33 miles east of         

Worcester, and 215 miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 13.61 sq. miles 

Land Area: 12.70 sq. miles 

Population: 57,878 

Density: 4,557 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Boston WSO Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....28.6°F  

   Normal temperature in July........73.5°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......41.5"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Lexington, Concord, Newton, Natick                                              

Regional Planning Agency
   Metropolitan Area Planning Council                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Boston                          
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (781) 893-4040

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Mayor-Council                             

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1738  

   As a city: 1884                                       

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 27,833 


Democrats 11,057 39.7 % Republicans 3,018 10.8 % Other parties 23 0.1 % Unenrolled Voters 13,735 49.3 % 

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:     542        

   Conventional Federal:   265   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:             55      

   Federal (Section 8):    442               
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Waltham is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,  

   air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495      

   divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by       

   numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and        

   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                           

Major Highways
   Principal highways are State Route 128, the inner loop around Boston, and  

   cross-state highway U.S. Route 20, which intersect in Waltham.             

Rail 

   Commuter rail service to North Station, Boston is available from Brandeis  

   (travel time: 25 min; 70 MBTA parking spaces) and Waltham (travel time:    

   19-22 min.; City Parking Lot). Freight rail service is available from the  

   Springfield Terminal Railway, contact number: (508) 663-1073               

Bus 

   Waltham is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority      

   (MBTA).  The MBTA provides fixed route service to neighboring communities. 

   The MBTA also provides THE RIDE, a paratransit service for the elderly and 

   disabled.                                                                  

Other 

   L.G. Hanscom Field, a joint civil-military airport, is located in Bedford. 

   A Reliever Airport with Commercial Service (CR), it has a 5,106' asphalt   

   runway and a 7,001' concrete and asphalt runway.  Instrument approaches    

   available:  Precision and non-precision.  Logan International Airport is   

   also easily accessible from Waltham.                                       
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   American Jewish Historical Society                               

   2 Thornton Road                                                  

   (781) 891-8110

   Charles River Museum of Industry                                 

   154 Moody Street                                                 

   (781) 893-5410

   Gore Place Society                                               

   52 Gore Street                                                   

   (781) 894-5745

   Lyman Estate, The Vale                                           

   185 Lyman Street                                                 

   (781) 893-7232

   Rose Art Museum, Brandeis University                             

   415 South Street                                                 

   (781) 736-3434

   Waltham Historical Society                                       

   190 Moody Street                                                 

   (781) 891-5815

   The Waltham Museum                                               

   194 Charles Street                                               

   (781) 893-8017

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   Middlesex County Hospital                  

   Stonemam Infirmary                         

   Waltham/Weston Hospital & Medical Center   

Long Term Care
   Abbey Forest Nursing Home                  

   ADS - Reservoir Nursing Home               

   Hopkins Nursing Home, Inc.                 

   Larchwood Lodge Nursing Home, Inc          

   Leland Home                                

   Maristhill Nursing Home                    

   Meadow Green Nursing Home                  

   Piety Corner Nursing Home                  

Hospices
   Hospice West, Inc.                         

Rest Homes
   Communicative Health Care                  

   Lee Rest Home                              

   Varnum Park Rest Home                      

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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