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Narrative
The Town of Webster is a medium size community located in central          

Massachusetts on the Connecticut border.  Founded by Samuel Slater in 1812,

it was primarily an industrial center due to its abundant water supply.    

Both textiles and shoe factories flourished making Webster's population a  

combination of diverse ethnic backgrounds.                                 

By far, the town's richest asset is its beautiful fresh-water, spring- fed 

Lake Chargoggagaggmanchaugagoggchaunagungamaugg.  Water activities abound  

such as fishing, waterskiing, swimming, boating and sailing on this        

magnificent five mile long lake.  Also located on its shores is the        

well-known "Indian Ranch", the New England home of Country Music which for 

many years has drawn visitors to Webster from all over the northeast.      

        (Narrative supplied by community)                         
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Location 

South central Massachusetts, bordered by Oxford on the north; Douglas on the    

east; Thompson, Connecticut, on the south; and separated by the French River    

from Dudley on the west. Webster is 18 miles south of Worcester; 56 miles       

southwest of Boston; 33 miles northwest of Providence, Rhode Island; and 160    

miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 14.53 sq. miles 

Land Area: 12.49 sq. miles 

Population: 16,196 

Density: 1,297 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Buffumville Lake Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....21.7°F  

   Normal temperature in July........69.8°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......46.4"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Oxford, Webster                                                                 

Regional Planning Agency
   Central Massachusetts                                       

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Worcester                       
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (508) 943-0033           

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Town Administrator                        

   Representative Town Meeting               

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1832  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

Total Registered 8,113 


Democrats 3,356 41.4 % Republicans 646 8.0 % Other parties 3 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 4,108 50.6 % 

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town 



 



[image: image6]DEMOGRAPHICS


[image: image7.png]Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteri

000

Geographic Area: Webster town, Worcester County, Massachusetts
[For information on corfidentiality pretection, nansampling error, and definitions, see tex]

St [ EE ] porer
Toa poputaion Toars| 1000 [FISEANIC O LATHO A RACE
Toul popaton toats| 100
sexanDage i b L o3 Gl Mo
W raor| | "ok o
Fori [t i e & o
iy £
e oo 1l se| S o isins o S
i s Rt or e sl a0
10% 14years 1o &7 | whie sone. 15,245 929
B idren £ A :
200200 se| 22 |oeramonsie
2510 34years 2270 144" Tol population. 6415|1000
35 10 ddyears 26| 164 [in housenoids. w61ar| oad
1054 years 2472 182 | Househoider. 6a06| 424
e e o] e i
8010 64 years. &8 401 chid 4576 279
&5 1o 74 years. 1,160} io Ouwn child under 18 years. 3523 215
75 10 84 yoars 1144 70 Cther relatives. 5a3| 36
865 years and over. 430 28 Under 18 years 183] 11
et 30 oo o | o
2se bears) 220 ® Unmarried partner. 626 a2
2y v 2| 798 i acopauararn I
i E | e =
Forae ceri| 0| Noninsmomalied popoin (I
ot o L
gt 5151|197 [wousenoLo e miee
& o 27aal 167" mousenics sans| 100
i 1088l G |caniy husanots i) Gl o
For 18| 108 [ Whoun e st 67650 | &
Warkiooup iy o s
race o ot it 18yt f
e 1s201f 507 | el tosconcae v s s I
e i85l 548| "Wkcun e s 1 yesk o s
e Tas| 11 oy hoeahone P
oo e v e e so| 03| Hkanotar wigsions i
o) el S0l e e e i e
e indon £l
S T 83| evssros wm e urer 12y ool w0
Fipno 2] O Roieshos wAh il & yars nd ver | e
s T o persge oussnons sce P
Vetnamése 12| 0.1 |Average family sze. 204 X1
by & o
ousi occupancy
N et 2 i i i 2o occnmae sosa| 100
Notie Houatan, ... - - [cooupis howeing unis coos| sia
Guaman R I iy | ae
P e U] Feramone el o I
Prigtigis w1
Tuo o mofe @oes. Edl 1.2 | Homeowner vacansy @ie (pement). 10 2]
Raca slona or in combination with ana Rentalvacancy f2e (percen). sl o
or mate offer races: * HOUSING TENURE
e o I sas| 100
American Indian and Alaska Native. 121 o [Qunerocouriad housing unts el e
e | Q) Coemeranipical B
MNative Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander. 6| - [verage househoi size of cwner-ccoupied units. 255 2]
Some other moe. 319 1.9 |average househol sze of renter-ceoupied units 200 (X1

- Rieprasents z2roor fonds 1o 22,
 Other asian alone, or o or Mora ASian categorks.

X] Not appliable.

£ Gther Pacifis Isiatier aone, of o of Mot Ratie Hawalian and Cther Pacifis Istaer Gategoriss
# 1 combiation with cne or More of the other rapes Isted. The Sk AuMbars May add to M than the total poplaton and the sx parentages.
may a1 more than 100 percant becauss Indhduals 2y repor more than one e,

Soume: U5, Gensus Bursau, Gensus 2000,






 



[image: image8]HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS


Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State:       118      

   Conventional Federal:      61

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP:                8   

   Federal (Section 8):       35            
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Located in the Worcester area, which has three major cross-state highways: 

   the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts Turnpike.

   I-495 borders to the east, I-190 links to the Fitchburg-Leominster area,   

   I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points south. The region is well 

   connected by rail and highway to the ports, airports, and intermodal       

   facilities of Boston and Providence.                                       

Major Highways
   Principal highways are State Routes 12 and 16 and Interstate Route 395     

   running N-S.                                                               

Rail 

   There is no passenger rail service in Webster. Freight rail service is     

   provided by the Providence and Worcester Railroad. Contact number: (508)   

   755-4000 ext. 310                                                          

Bus 

   Webster is a member of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA),    

   which provides fixed route service between Auburn, Oxford, Webster, and    

   Worcester.                                                                 

Other 

   Southbridge Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in 

   nearby Southbridge, has a 3,500'x 75' asphalt runway.  Instrument          

   approaches available:  Non-precision.                                      
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section




 



[image: image11]MISCELLANEOUS


HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   Hubbard Regional Hospital                  

Long Term Care
   Lanessa Extended Care Fac.                 

   Oakwood Convalescent Home                  

   Webster House LTCF                         

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document. 
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