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Narrative
The Town of Wilmington is a suburban industrial town occupying 17.2 square 

miles of the watershed of the Ipswich River.  The town was part of an      

unstable Colonial frontier during Queen Ann's War.  The community's early  

agricultural economy broadened to include a sawmill established in 1702 by 

Daniel Snow.  Formed as an independent town in 1730, Wilmington has        

retained a high proportion of 18th century houses.  The Baldwin apple is   

supposed to have been discovered in Wilmington in the 1790's on Butters    

Farm and after some bitter disputes with other communities over whether    

that was the case, a bronze plaque duly commemorates the discovery.        

The Middlesex Canal was completed in Wilmington in the early 19th century  

and residents were able to ship their produce to market.  The largest      

shipments were of hops, since Wilmington became one of the largest         

producers of hops in the state, growing 8,200 tons of hops worth $2.2      

million by 1837.                                                           

An early railroad corridor connected Wilmington to Boston and Lowell in    

1835 and to Andover in 1836 and trolley lines were established in the late 

19th century.  The town had a primarily agricultural economy, with         

residents growing fruit, vegetables and cranberries, but also had a number 

of slaughterhouses.  The major industry in Wilmington, however, was the    

Perry, Cutler and Company tannery.  Since 1940 the population more than    

quadrupled with particular growth between 1950 and 1965 after the          

completion of Route 128.  Although the town remained principally a farming 

community during the 18th, 19th and early 20th century, producing milk and 

eggs, suburban residential development has made a major impact on          

Wilmington.                                                                

(Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information provided by   

the                                                                        

Massachusetts Historical Commission)                                       
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Location 

Northeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Andover on the north; North Reading and 

Reading on the east; Worburn on the south; and Burlington, Billerica, and       

Tewksbury on the west. Wilmington is 11 miles southeast of Lowell, 15 miles     

north of Boston, and 224 miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 17.21 sq. miles 

Land Area: 17.14 sq. miles 

Population: 17,651 

Density: 1,030 per sq. mile 

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Reading Station) 

   Normal temperature in January.....24.5°F  

   Normal temperature in July........71.0°F  

   Normal annual precipitation.......46.6"   

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates 

   Wilmington                                                                      

Regional Planning Agency
   Metropolitan Area Planning Council                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(1993 Definition)
   Boston                          
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Municipal Offices
   Main Number: (978) 658-3311

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Form of Government
   Board of Selectmen                        

   Town Manager                              

   Open Town Meeting                         

Year Incorporated
   As a town: 1730  

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)
                         Number     %  

   Total Registered       11,717   

   Democrats               3,863    33.0  %

   Republicans             1,208    10.3  %

   Other parties               3     0.0  %

   Unenrolled Voters       6,643    56.7  %

Legislators
Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)-

Town Stats - Free market Statistics
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)
   Conventional State         85     

   Conventional Federal        0      

Rental Assistance (DHCD 1999)
   State (MRVP)                0

   Federal (Section 8)         8       
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TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS 

   Wilmington is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent     

   rail, air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495

   divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by       

   numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and        

   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                           

Major Highways
   Principal highways are Interstate Route 93 running N-S; State Route 38,    

   which connects up with State Route 128, the inner belt around Boston; State

   Route 62, which leads to U.S. Route 3; and State Route 129.                

Rail 

   Commuter rail service to North Station, Boston, is available on the Lowell 

   Line from Wilmington Station (travel time: 28-32 min.; 6 MBTA parking      

   spaces) and Woburn (24-26 min.; 195 spaces), and on the Haverhill Line from

   Reading Depot (28-31 min.; 113 spaces) and North Wilmington Station (37-40 

   min.; 20 spaces).  Freight rail service is available from the Springfield  

   Terminal Railway.  Contact number: (978) 663-1073

Bus 

   Wilmington is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority   

   (MBTA).  There is no fixed route service, but the MBTA provides The RIDE, a

   paratransit service for the elderly and disabled.                          

Other 

   L.G. Hanscom Field, a joint civil-military airport, is located in Bedford. 

   A Reliever Airport with Commercial Service (CR), it has a 5,106' asphalt   

   runway and a 7,001' concrete and asphalt runway.  Instrument approaches    

   available:  Precision and non-precision.                                   
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LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog 
MUSEUMS
(American Association of Museums) 

   None

RECREATION

Recreation Department
(Supplied by community 1993)


   Recreation Department                                                           

   Town Hall                                                                       

   121 Glen Road                                                                   

   Wilmington, MA 01887

Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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HEALTH FACILITIES
(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
   None

Long Term Care
   Wilmington Woods Nursing Care Center       

Hospices
   None

Rest Homes
   None

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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