
USER GUIDE TO THE SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT POLICY – PLUMBING 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
                  
                              
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

          

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

ARE YOU 
LICENSED/CERTIFIED? 
(journeyman or master) 

DOES IT INCLUDE 
NFPA 54 OR THE 
INTERNATIONAL FUEL 
GAS CODE AND 
UNRESTRICTED GAS? 

DOES THE JURISDICTION 
ADOPT NFPA 54 AND EITHER 
THE UPC OR IPC? 

 Take MA Gas Fitting 
Tier 3, then you may 
test. 

NO CREDIT 
WITHOUT SPECIAL 
BOARD APPROVAL 

DID YOU GET A MA PLUMBING 
APPRENTICE LICENSE BEFORE 
SEPT. 1, 2008? 

You must serve a four year apprenticeship 

1.  Obtain MA plumbing apprentice license; 

2.  Take MA Plumbing Tiers 2, 3, 4, and 5; 

3.  Obtain 6,800 hours of work experience 
(1,700) a year; AND 

4.  Certify at least 110 hours of education and 
1700 hours of work experience in the other 
jurisdiction.   

You may test. 

You must serve a two year apprenticeship:   

1.  Take MA Plumbing tiers 4 and 5; 

2.  Obtain 3,400 hours of work experience 
(1,700) a year; AND 

3.  Certify at least 80 hours of education and 
one year of work experience in the other 
jurisdiction.   

DID YOU COMPLETE THE 
EDUCATION AND WORK 
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED FOR 
LICENSURE/CERTIFICATION 
IN THAT JURISDICTION? 

YES 

YES 

NO 

DID THIS 
LICENSE/CERTIFICATION 
REQUIRE FORMAL 
EDUCATION? 

NO CREDIT 
WITHOUT SPECIAL 
BOARD APPROVAL 

NO 

YES 

NO 



USER GUIDE TO THE SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT POLICY – GAS FITTING 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
                  
                              
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

          
 

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

ARE YOU 
LICENSED/CERTIFIED? 
(journeyman or master) 

DOES IT INCLUDE  
NFPA 54 OR THE 
INTERNATIONAL FUEL 
GAS CODE AND 
UNRESTRICTED GAS? 

DOES THE JURISDICTION 
ADOPT NFPA 54? 

 Take MA Gas Fitting 
Tier 3, then you may 
test. 

NO CREDIT 
WITHOUT SPECIAL 
BOARD APPROVAL 

DID YOU GET A MA GAS 
FITTING APPRENTICE LICENSE 
BEFORE SEPT. 1, 2008? 

You must serve a two year apprenticeship 

1.  Obtain MA gas fitting apprentice license; 

2.  Take MA Gas Fitting Tiers 2 and 3; 

3.  Obtain 3,400 hours of work experience 
(1,700) a year; AND 

4.  Certify at least 110 hours of education and 
1700 hours of work experience in the other 
jurisdiction.   

You may test. 

You must serve a one year apprenticeship:   

1.  Take MA Gas Fitting tier 3; 

2.  Obtain 1,700 hours of work experience 
(1,700) a year; AND 

3.  Certify at least 40 hours of education and 
one year of work experience in the other 
jurisdiction.   

DID YOU COMPLETE THE 
EDUCATION AND WORK 
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED FOR 
LICENSURE/CERTIFICATION 
IN THAT JURISDICTION? 

YES 

YES 

NO 

DID THIS 
LICENSE/CERTIFICATION 
REQUIRE FORMAL 
EDUCATION? 

NO CREDIT 
WITHOUT SPECIAL 
BOARD APPROVAL 

NO 

YES 


